MINUTES OF INFORMAL WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 2002 

Hosted by the Stewarts in Southborough, MA

Present: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Al Bozza, Alicia Lenci, Peter McCarthy, Bryce Flynn, Anna Krowczynska, Caroline Starita, Jim Carozza, Veronica Atlantis
Absent: Steve Groh, Scott Bortis

BUSINESS

1. INTRODUCTION OF SCOTT BORTIS.  Unfortunately Scott’s car broke down and he was unable to attend the meeting. Discussion of topics related to the Newsletter was postponed till the next meeting.

2. GOT DIVES

Any feedback to any of the officers?  Nothing negative.  Several members mentioned they thought it was a good idea.

GOT FOR DIVE LEADERS:  How about we take that 12th dive and make it a drawing for JUST those people who lead dives in 2002?  This was essentially approved via e-mail by all responding officers but needs to be discussed at meeting.  The topic was discussed again.  Following conditions added: special drawing for a GOT dive for each NEADC Member who leads/organizes a dive in the 2002 Dive Season.  Leaders will receive a chance for EACH dive organized.  Drawing will be held at the December meeting for the January GOT dive.  You do not need to be present (as you do with regular GOT drawings).  Moved to accept: Caroline Starita. Seconded: Bryce Flynn. Voted unanimously.

3. WHALE WATCH - Sunday, April 28, 2002.

4. ANNUAL PICNIC - ideas for new location, dates, etc.  Anyone been to Fort Foster in Maine - a suggested site.  Northeastern Marine Science Center working on getting conference center status but Ted Maney doesn’t think it will be approved in time for any planning purposes (although he thinks it would be a great idea to hold it there if ever approved). Carolyn and Bryce are going to investigate Fort Foster in Maine as possible location for the annual picnic. Joe Caljouw is donating special dive course, which could be raffled off at the picnic.

5. BAY STATE COUNCIL OF DIVERS - Treasure Hunt 05/19 being organized and promoted by Peter McCarthy.
6. POND WEED DIVE Alicia Lenci, the sign-up sheet will be available again at the next General meeting. All people who sign up will receive information regarding direction and the literature provided by organizers. The training will take place on the morning of May 11.  Speakers from the organization are supposed to be at April General Meeting/

7. STELLWAGEN EVENT July 20th- NEAq donated a GOT dive to this event in our name.  Brandy has agreed to coordinate this event. [UPDATE:  e-mail received from Brandy 04/02 - “Bob Michelson says we can set up a table and promote ourselves at no cost.  I'll need some people to help man the table, providing NEADC/NEAQ literature and answering questions.  Also need divers to participate in fish surveys around Cape Ann that day.  I'll organize another Fish ID course (June 15?) for anyone needing the training or a refresher.  There is going to be about $5000 worth of dive equipment raffled, not to mention the coveted GOT dive!  :) United Divers of NH said they'll join our group that day, since most of them are also NEADC members; I don't see why we couldn't share the table with them.
8. HOLIDAY PARTY - Veronica Atlantis
Veronica Atlantis did a lot of research and came up with two scenarios, one to hold party at the new Radisson Hotel in Woburn at the estimated cost of $60 per person or renting a hall and getting the band plus catering at much lower price. The first possibility was voted as too expensive. Veronica is going to look to book a Hall for fist Friday or Saturday in December.

9. MONEY - requires votes:  


Renewal of DAN sponsorship - 


Maryhelen brought up topic of renewal of DAN sponsorship – Bronze with donation or Silver? Proposed Silver Membership. Moved to accept: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh. Seconded: Caroline Starita. Voted unanimously  


Other funding?  Nothing at this time

10. MEETING SPACE - April and June meetings in Conference Center due to conflict with Lowell Lecture Series.

OFFICER REPORTS

VICE PRESIDENT: It was decided that caps with club logo would be the best items to keep in inventory and sell at the meetings and events. Caroline will bring samples of the different ball caps to the next meeting.

SHORE DIVE: Peter reminded about dive planning meeting, which will take place at Aquarium on April 24 at 6:30. Chinese food will be provided as an incentive. Peter also designed T-shirt for dive leaders, design was unanimously approved and Veronica volunteered to work on finalization of the design.

PROGRAMS: Al suggested that July 3 informal could take place at Max house in Rhode Island followed by a night dive. Idea was rejected because of the heavy traffic before 4 July holiday and decision was made to keep it local.

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR: Veronica got information on the new boat dive opportunities off the Rye in New Hampshire.  

WEBMASTER: Bryce reminded that people who submit material to the Newsletter should copy him. Also all the meetings minutes should be posted on the web.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:50 p.m.
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