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MINUTES GENERAL MEETING OF APRIL 17, 2002

Meeting held in CONFERENCE CENTER.  Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Caroline Starita, Jim Carozza, Bryce Flynn, Anna Krowczynska, Peter McCarthy, Veronica Atlantis, Al Bozza
Absent: Steve Groh, Scott Bortis, Alicia Lenci 

Introduction and Welcome to New Members. 
Two new members: Jamie Rosenkrantz, looking for new diving buddies and Melissa M. who is a warm water diver  wanting to try diving in New England.

Who's Been Diving
Tom Kemper and Bill were diving at Folly Cove, Anna Krowczynska came back from the wild dolphins adventures with Dream Team organized by Jonathan Bird, Jackie was diving in the Red Sea at the southern tip of Israel and reported major reef damage.

OFFICER REPORTS:  
PRESIDENT - Reminder about WHALE WATCH on Sunday, April 28th. Only 30 members signed up so far. This is a great time for watching whales, large numbers of humpbacks were observed on Stellwagen Banks last weekend but no right whales seen.
GOT DIVES for 2003 - In order to attract and keep NEADC officers, each person elected to office who completes the term of service, will be given a GOT dive in the year following the end of the term of service (term of service is year end) [there are some details in definition of replacement terms of service being worked out].  Beginning in January 2003, there will be ONE GOT dive, and ONE Alternate drawn per Dive Club Meeting.  
GOT DIVES for 2002 Dive Leaders and Organizers - there will be a special drawing for a GOT dive for each NEADC Member who leads/organizes a dive in the 2002 Dive Season.  Leaders will receive a chance for EACH dive organized.  Drawing will be held at the December meeting for the January GOT dive.  You do not need to be present (as you do with regular GOT drawings).
2002 PICNIC - Need new venues. Front runner is Fort Foster in Maine.

VICE PRESIDENT - Caroline Starita is looking to have hats and possible T-shirts with club logo available for purchase at the meetings. She also visited a Fort Foster and took lot of digital pictures. Place looks like a very good spot for Picnic.

BUSINESS MANAGER - ABSENT.  Looking for someone interested in taking over this position.  Financials are available for review at meetings or on-line at the Club website www.NEADC.org

SECRETARY - Anna Krowczynska in the absence of Alicia Lenci introduced Jackson Madnick and Jim Straub who came to talk about pond weed pulling event on May 11 and 18 at Dudley Pond in Wayland.  This is going to be a fun day for divers and their families and an opportunity to participate in creation of the new environmental friendly solution for getting rid of invasive weeds in ponds across New England.  At the same time there will be family cookout and chance to win a diving trip to the Caribbean for two, including air fare and hotel.  Problem background: since the early 90’ invasive weeds like Eurasian Milfoil has been growing out of control in Massachusetts and other states. Not having natural controls the Milfoil proliferates and negatively affects fishing, boating and swimming. Fragments clinging to boats effectively spread invasive weeds. Herbicides do not cure the problem since the weeds grow back and treatment has to be repeated every 3 years. Careful hand pulling weeds by divers is considered a cure, useful for low weed infestation ponds.  In the morning of the event there will brief instruction re the recognition of Eurasian Milfoil, correct hand pulling, bagging and disposing techniques.  Dudley Pond is 4-10 feet deep and filled with drinking quality water. There are 6 sites identified for weeds removal. Divers will form a rescue chain and will be pulling and bagging weeds. Boats on the surface will be picking any floating fragments with fish nets.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR – Jim Carozza welcomed new members. 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR - Al Bozza organized two shark diving trips out of Judith Point ( RI ). June trip was cancelled. There are also trips to Dominica in January of 2003 and Silver Banks in March of 2003.

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR - Peter McCarthy reminded about shore dive planning meeting that will take place next Wednesday, April 24th, in NE Aquarium Conference Center. Free Chinese food will be provided as an incentive. He also made an announcement about Anniversary Sale at United Divers in Somerville on May 4-11.  Brandy Derickson is organizing team for the Fish Count on July 20. Needs volunteers. 

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR - Veronica Atlantis reminded members that schedule for the boat dives posted on the web and left brochures from Capt. Rob’s Dive Charters, Boston Harbor Diving and Fred Calhoun. She gave also an update on the Holiday party. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS - Alicia Lenci , ABSENT (see Secretary report for environmental update)

NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Scott Bortis, ABSENT - caught a nasty bug on the way back from diving in Belize. Maryhelen  congratulated him on his first issue as Editor of the newsletter!

Webmaster - Bryce Flynn, boat schedule is posted on the web, shore dives schedule is being updated.  Please check web site for latest updates.

Aquarium Liaison - Sherrie Floyd talked about Educational outreach expeditions and programs, especially shark tracking in Tortugas organized by Wes Pratt. Details on www.oceanoutreach.org. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Jean Stefanik announced trip to Les Escoumins, Quebec for whale watching and cold water ( dry suit ) diving July 12/13.  She described the great whale watching on the St. Lawrence.  Don Eva will also be organizing a trip there in the Fall that includes kayaking.  Janet MacCausland commented on the spectacular diving there.

GOT WINNERS:
1.  Luke Dudley
2.  John Urban
Alt. Tom Kemper

Tonight’s Speaker was DYAN deNAPOLI of the NEAq Penguin Department who talked about The Treasure oil spill in South Africa. Documenting the worst seabird disaster.
On June 23, 2000 the Tanker MV Treasure sunk off the coast of Cape Town, South Africa spilling 1,300 tons of fuel and oiling 20,000 adult African Penguins. Spill happened at the worst possible place and time, between two islands, which are penguins breeding grounds and during the high of the breeding season. Teams of experts from all over the world and thousands of local volunteers rushed to the scene to care for the birds. Slides documented washing, feeding and caring for thousands of penguins, transfer of the unaffected by oil individuals to Port Elizabeth from where they migrated back to Cape Town during next three months. Operation was successful, islands and ocean were clean up and penguins colonies thrive once more. Number of questions during and after the slide presentation attested to the high interest in the topic.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: 54
NEXT INFORMAL - Wednesday, May 1 at the home of Tom and Tina Kemper for their annual Cinco de Mayo celebration in Wayland.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, May 15th 
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