
MINUTES FROM GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2003
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING.

Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Anna Krowczynska, Rick Rosa, Jim Carozza, Al Bozza, Bill Law, Alicia Lenci, Trish Katzman

Absent: Bryce Flynn, Scott Bortis, Peter McCarthy

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

As usual we had several new members, from people who just get certified to seasoned divers who are looking for dive buddies. We got two new interesting members, one who is a marine archeologist and the other marine geologist.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING? 

Maryhelen briefly talked about fantastic Galapagos trip (other NEADC club members who were there are Steve Groh, Anna Krowczynska, Jim Carozza and Ralph Cohn).

Brandy dove at Nubble Light and was surprised by good visibility and big schools of fish.  Genevieve and few other members just came back from Cozumel.

PRESIDENT:

HOLIDAY PARTY – will be held Friday, December 5, 2003 in Burlington.  Al Bozza had tickets for sale at $25.

SEA MARK – was held Saturday, October 25th, at the Museum of Science. Fairly large participation from NEADC. We had an ad in the program.

ELECTIONS Annual Elections were held tonight.

NOMINATIONS:

President:
Jenny Wu has officially withdrawn her candidature. Al Bozza nominated Maryhelen for the position of President.

Vice President:
Maryhelen nominated Dick Whitehouse for the position of Vice President, seconded by Rick Rosa

Secretary:
Anna Krowczynska

Business Manager:
Maryhelen nominated Jim Carozza, seconded by Tom Freeman

Program Director:
Al Bozza

Membership Coordinator:
Trish Katzman

Environmental Coordinator:
Alicia Lenci

Boat Dive Coordinator:
Rick Rosa

Shore Dive Coordinator:
Genevieve Stewart

Newsletter Editor:
Vacant


Webmaster:
Jonathan Bird was nominated absentia and declined the nomination.  Steve Whitford as the only candidate.

2003 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Each officer briefly described his/her duties.

SECRETARY:
Anna Krowczynska no announcements (done with diving in NE until spring)

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa recapped very good shore dive season and asked shore dive leader to provide size and color of the Dive Leader T-shirt.

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Bill Low reminded everyone that the Cape Ann Divers are still running boat dives.

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza made financials available for the inspection and mentioned cancellation of the Annual Moorehead City trip in June.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Alicia Lenci recapped the last meeting of the Bay State Council of Divers – lobsters need to be gauged before being taken out of water, nothing new about Old Garden Beach access problems.

MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman reminded about membership cards for GOT drawing.
PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza talked about Dominica trip in January (full) and plans to rent a ski house for the club ski trip in February.

NEWSLETTER:
Scott Bortis was absent, but Maryhelen announced that the next Newsletter is a combined December/January issue and that announcements through February need to be sent by next week.
WEBSITE:
Bryce Flynn - ABSENT

NEAq LIAISON:
Sherrie Floyd was talking at length about NEAq financial situation, layoffs (total of 44, so far 25 people were let go across the board, from VP to husbandry to clerical staff) and recent article in The Boston Globe that said financial problems had started well before Sep 11 and it will take years to get back in shape. She is confident that the current President Ed Toomey will be able to lead our beloved aquarium out the crisis.  Somebody from the audience posed a question: How we can help?  NEAq needs more funds, in addition to direct donations, Maryhelen suggested upgrading NEAq/NEADC membership to the higher level.  Other way we can help is to volunteer, especially on weekdays.

ADDENDUM (added 03/20/04):

To the New England Aquarium Dive Club Officers:
I would like to take a moment to address an editorial that was published in the Boston Globe. In regards to the AZA inspection, the article in question made some reference to our dive safety program. They were referring to the administrative aspect of the dive program only. Our dive safety program is standard within the industry, including emergency response protocols, a complete 02 administration kit, backboards, and underwater recall systems. However, all of the information regarding the program can not be found in one place. AZA strongly advised us to develop a dive manual. We did not loose our accreditation over this. We were not sited for this. We did not even get a slap on the hand for this. They simply suggested we do a better job of consolidating all of our dive safety information. That is it. Nothing More. The editorial seemed to imply more because the information was taken out of context. So, as I have said all along, the deduction in NEADC raffle dives has absolutely nothing to do with the loss of AZA accreditation. Any questions regarding this matter should be directed to me at <sfloyd@neaq.org>.

Thanks, Sherrie 

BREAK

GOT DRAWING  

Winner of December 6th dive is Uma Mirani with alternate Mark Rosenstein

ELECTION

Secretary cast the single vote slate of uncontested nominees.  Newsletter Editor position will become vacant in January.

SPEAKER:
Dave Paist on Cabo San Lucas and the Solmar V Liveaboard in the Sea of Cortez

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING:
~60

NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, December 3rd at the home of Al and Wendy Bozza, Norfolk, MA

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, December 17th, in the Immersion Theater.  Annual Show & Tell.  Please see Al Bozza to schedule time.
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