MINUTES FROM THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2003

Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Anna Krowczynska, Al Bozza, Jim Carozza, Trish Katzman, 
Absent: Peter McCarthy, Bryan Flynn, Scott Bortis, Bill Law, Alicia Lenci, and Rick Rosa
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We had two new members in the audience – Kelly, new diver who did pool work with Genevieve Stewart and is going to Cozumel for her Open water certification and Doug, transplant from San Francisco interested in diving in New England.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Barry just got back from Cozumel and enthusiastically talked about his experience, Uma who won the last GOT raffle dove in GOT and Jenny dove the Chester Polling (3-5 feet visibility and temp of 35 F).

PRESIDENT:

ELECTION for Newsletter Editor – Maryhelen nominated Kerry Hurd, seconded by Jim Carozza. Nominations will be taken until the break.

2003 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VICE PRESIDENT:
Peter McCarthy 2003/Dick Whitehouse 2004 - ABSENT

SECRETARY:
Anna Krowczynska – No announcements 

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa 2003/Geneiveve Stewart 2004. Genevieve congratulated Maryhelen on getting the Dive Master certification.

NEW YEAR’S DAY DIVE – organized by Max Arias at Fort Wetherill, RI , SEACONN Frozen fin dive.

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Bill Low 2003/Rick Rosa 2004 ABSENT

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza reminded about stickers for sale and announced that the NEAq sent the check for membership dues ($3000) so the club account is in a good shape.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Alicia Lenci ABSENT

MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman:  NEW 50/50:  Starting tonight we’ll be running a 50/50 at each meeting.  50% of raffle goes to the drawing winner.  The other 50% goes to a project at NEAq selected by the Board.  Tickets available for $1 each, 6 for $5 during the break.  Drawing will take place after the BREAK and GOT dive drawing. 

PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza, Holiday Party held Friday, December 5 was quite successful, despite relatively small attendance (32 people) due to the snow storm. DJ and food were great and everybody had a good time. Al reminded about the upcoming Dominica trip (sold out) and ski trip – details will be published in the Newsletter.

NEWSLETTER:
Scott Bortis ABSENT

REMINDER:  NEXT NEWSLETTER IS FEBRUARY submission due to NEW Editor by January 26, 2004.

WEBSITE:
Bryce Flynn 2003/Steve Whitford 2004 ABSENT

NEAq LIAISON:
Sherrie Floyd (absent – Jenny Wu filling in). Jenny reminded about new jelly exhibit and promised special behind the scene viewing for the club members.  She also received DIVE CLUB GIFTS for the NEAq Dive Room, R&R and Sherrie.

BREAK

GOT DRAWING

NEADC Officer:
Anna Krowczynska
Winner:

Ann Harrold
Alternate:

Eileen Byrne
ELECTION

Because of the only one nominee Secretary cast one vote for Kerry Hurd.  Congratulations to Kerry our new Newsletter editor.

50/50 raffle brought $34 for the NEAq project (to be determined).

SPEAKERS:
NEADC Show and Tell

It was the shark night with two videos – Kerry Hurd’s who put the shark video for his niece (nice footage from his various trips) and Steve Groh brand new video from Galapagos (great shots of the whale sharks).

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: 33

NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, January 7, 2004 at the home of Scott Matey, Boston, MA

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, January 21, 2004, in the Immersion Theater.  

SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO EVERYONE!
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