
AGENDA FOR GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, February 18, 2004

Meeting held in the Conference Center of the New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Dick Whitehouse, Jim Carozza, Anna Krowczynska, Rick Rosa, Kerry Hurd, Al Bozza, Trish Katzman, Steve Whitford

Absent: Alicia Lenci, Genevieve Stewart

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

As usual we had a bunch of new members: Yang originally from Malaysia, who already dove in New England, Kate, who finished pool sessions with Al Budreau, but still needs to be certified, Alicia, newly certified diver who wants to get more experience and one experience diver looking for buddies.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Greg was diving in Hawaii, Ralph was on liveaborad near British Virgin Islands, several club members went to Dominica in January.

PRESIDENT:
SEA ROVERS – March 6-7.  Holly Martell-Bourbon came to the meeting to describe the event and sold tickets.  We had a sign up list for NEADC members to staff the table on Saturday and Sunday. 

NEAq PROJECT – In November we began a 50/50 drawing monthly to raise funds for a designated project at NEAq.  The Officers have voted to bring the project before the membership for a vote at the next General Meeting on March 17, 2004 asking that the Club support a particular project of purchasing TWO COWNOSE RAYS for the Giant Ocean Tank that will involve raising half the required funds by various raffles and fundraisers and the Club donating the second half.  Since this expense is outside of the normal operating costs of the Club and greater than the amount usually given for donation, we must bring it before the membership.  A notice of the vote is hereby given at the General Meeting and the written notice will appear in the March newsletter.  The amount requested of the Club is $700.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT – Yet another Dive Club baby has been born!  Steve and Leonor Desmarais are the proud parents of Andrew Parker Desmarais, born 02/13/04, weighing 7 lbs 12 oz, 20 ½.  Picture of the new family was display on the table.

2003 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VICE PRESIDENT:
Dick Whitehouse brought some logo wear for sell and candy to help fund the Cownose rays project.

SECRETARY: Anna Krowczynska encouraged members to take advantage of bleach dives offered by PG Dive, great way to check the equipment and refresh skills before taking a trip or start local diving.

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart (ABSENT)

· Annual Shore Dive Planning Meeting will be at 6:30 on Wednesday on April 28 at Gadsby Hannah, 22nd Floor, 225 Franklin Street, Boston, MA.  You MUST RSVP to Shore Dive Coordinator.  Parking at P O Square Garage is $7.00 after 4:30 p.m.

· Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting, to sign up to lead a dive and to simply offer suggestions, or to eat food!! 

· Divers leading dives do not need to be dive masters or instructors; they must just have a favorite dive site! They will receive a thank you gift at the end of the year. 

· We hope to have dives scheduled to the North and South shores of Mass., Maine, New Hampshire and Rhode Island. 

· Special dives to look forward to include: new member dives, kayak dives and chlorine dives. 

· Chlorine dives (starting now) are on Monday nights at the West Suburban YMCA in Newton from 6PM to 9PM. All members must contact Genevieve at (shoredive@neadc.org) to register. Members can test equipment, cameras skills or even bring non-divers to give scuba a try. All equipment can be provided - but must register in advance

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa reminded about GOT dive raffle for the shore dive leaders after the break and announced the he plan to organize special boat dives for club members – details to follow.

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza announced the Morehead City trip at end of June, $150 deposit to secure the spot is required.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Alicia Lenci (ABSENT)

MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman  told about changes in the COWNOSE RAYS project. Instead of purchasing two baby rays Aquarium has the opportunity to get for free 4 years old rays, but must pay for trucking them from Virginia. Members can make direct donations towards project funds that are tax deductible.  50/50 raffle 50% of raffle goes to the drawing winner.  The other 50% goes to a project at NEAq by the Board.  Tickets available for $1 each, 6 for $5 during the break. 

PROGRAMS:     Al Bozza is already setting dates for the next year trip to Dominica, announced the new trip to Honduras in March 2005 to swim with the whale sharks. Details will be published in the Newsletter.

NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd asked for timely submissions, also reminded about June special issue and encouraged members to submit materials for that issue ( information about favorite dive shops, dive boat operations, clubs etc ).

WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford asked for submissions of pictures for the web site gallery and links to other dive related sites.

NEAq LIAISON:
Sherrie Floyd thanked club members for sponsoring the project. She answered several questions regarding cownose rays. NEAq used to have them in the GOT and they were doing very well, but eventually died of an old age. They are very playful and have great personalities, so having them again will enrich the GOT display.

BEACH ACCESS:
Wally attended meeting of the Rockport Selectman board during which proposition to impose fees on scuba divers using Rockport beaches was discussed. Thanks to the group of divers who were successfully arguing for unrestricted access to the beaches vote on the proposition was postponed till next meeting. 

GOT DRAWING

1.
Marty Bell

Alt:
Janet MacCausland

Officer dive for March is:  Trish Katzman

Winner of the special GOT drawing for the shore dive leaders is Doug Stevenson

NEW DIVE RELATED MAGAZINE: Maryhelen announced new dive related magazine – Wreck Diving. Looks like interesting publication without too many ads.

SPEAKER:
Guest Speaker:  “The Great White Shark Experience in Guadalupe Island”  Presented by fellow New England diver, videographer and shark enthusiast Rebecca Green. Rebecca  shared with us a film presentation and told us about her exciting experience with Great White sharks in Guadalupe Island.  The Guadalupe Island is a gem to shark lovers and is now considered the “hot spot” to see Great Whites.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING:   63

NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, March 3, 2004 at the home of Jim, Laura and Robby Stewart in Southboro, MA

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, March 17, 2004, in the Immersion Theater.  Please note that this is also St. Patrick’s Day in Boston which is a holiday.
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