
MINUTES FROM THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2004

Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Anna Krowczynska, Rick Rosa, Jim Carozza, Genevieve Stewart, Kerry Hurd, Trish Katzman, Steve Whitford, Al Bozza

Absent: Dick Whitehouse, Alicia Lenci

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We had three new members: Weber who took the course, but still hasn’t done real diving, Renee who is getting back to diving and Mike – beginner diver.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Genevieve and group of other members went to Curacao and one person did some local diving (in a wet suit!).

PRESIDENT:
NEAq PROJECT – As you know we’ve begun a 50/50 drawing monthly to raise funds for a designated project at NEAq.  The Officers have voted to bring the project before the membership for a vote at this General Meeting asking that the Club support a particular project of purchasing TWO COWNOSE RAYS for the Giant Ocean Tank that will involve raising half  the required funds by various raffles and fundraisers and the Club donating the second half.  Since this expense is outside of the normal operating costs of the Club and greater than the amount usually given for donation, we must bring it before the membership.  A notice of the vote was given at the last General Meeting and the written notice appeared in the March newsletter.  The amount requested of the Club is $700.  VOTE BY SHOW OF HANDS TO TAKE PLACE FOLLOWING THE BREAK.

ORG FUNDRAISER APRIL 17th –  Jonathan Bird  gave a quick overview of the event. In the afternoon there will be Shark-a-thon for kids and in the evening premiere of the film The Silent Wrecks of Kwajalein Atoll. Fliers were available on the table.

WHALE WATCH – Sunday April 25th.  Flyers available.

2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VICE PRESIDENT:
Dick Whitehouse is currently searching for Megladon teeth in Florida.  He wishes to announce that the Club table raised $220 towards the purchase of Cownose rays at SeaRovers!

SECRETARY: Anna Krowczynska encouraged to check the club web site for the news and to participate in club events.

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart reminded about bleach dives on Mondays at Newton YMCA– free for the members, but reservation necessary and the shore dives planning meeting on April 28.

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa will try to set up boat dives for club members for all levels from beginners to advance wreck diving. He is also negotiating discounts with boat operators, more in the next newsletter. 

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza reminded about club stickers for $1 each, and the Morehead City trip June 25-27.  Few spots still available.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Alicia Lenci  ABSENT

MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman:  reminded about 50/50 raffle and talked briefly about cownose project.  She also announced the social meeting before each General meeting to be taken place at the Legal Sea Food across the street.

PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza talked about his duties – inviting speakers (asked for suggestions from members), finding hosts for informal meetings (volunteers always welcomed) and briefly about one shark dive in RI.  He promised to write about the upcoming trips in the next newsletter.

NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd reminded about the special June issue and encouraged submission of dive related materials. He also asked members to submit description of the best dives and how you got started in diving.

WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford recently updated the web site add new sections on equipment recalls; find a buddy and discussion forum.

NEAq LIAISON:
Sherrie Floyd was absent, but Jenny Wu talked about Amazing Jellies exhibit that opens in April.  Sherrie will conduct behind the scenes tour for NEADC members.  Sharks are out of GOT because of the copper treatment performed in the tank.  They are currently at the Duxbury rehab facility and doing fine.
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Al Bozza is donating his GOT dive for silent auction to raise funds for the Cownose Rays.  Bidding process to be announced.
VOTE:  MOTION:  That New England Aquarium Dive Club, Inc. provide one half of the funding required to provide two cownose rays to New England Aquarium for the Giant Ocean Tank in an amount up to $700.00.  The second half of the funding is to be provided by the weekly 50/50 drawing and other designated fundraising efforts of the Dive Club under the direction of the Board. 

We have already raised over $400.

Vote results: overwhelming majority voted for, none voted against and there were two abstentions.

50/50 raffle raise $68 and the winner Al Bozza donated his winnings to the cownose rays project.

Some people donated extra prizes for the 50/50 raffle (dive knife, Light and Shadows book, calendar, bracelet).
SPEAKER:
Guest Speaker:  Scott Matey was talking about underwater digital photography and editing showing some great shots and demonstrating how editing can improve captured image.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING:  50

NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, April 7th, at the home of Janet MacCausland, Raynham, MA

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, April 21, 2004, in the Immersion Theater.
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