
MINUTES FROM GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, April 21, 2004

Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Anna Krowczynska, Steve Whitford, Trish Katzman, Rick Rosa, Kerry Hurd, Dick Whitehouse, Alicia Lenci, Jim Carozza
Absent: Genevieve Stewart, Al Bozza

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We had eight new members and one person, Diana, who has been a member for a while, but never attended a meeting before. Among new members we had new divers Chris ( who already has 50 local dives ), Karen, George, John and Kristin, long time divers Greg from Southern California and Lauren who has been certified for 15 years and wants to go back to active diving.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Steve had his first dry suit dive at the Back Beach, Chris came back from a week long vacation in Dominica (apparently there are more fish in April than in January, our usual time for the club trip there), Brandy dove at Old Garden Beach, another member dove at Folly Cove and one person came back from Florida.

PRESIDENT:
WHALE WATCH – Sunday April 25th.has been RESCHEDULED to Sunday, May 23rd, due to lack of participation.  Flyers available.

MAY MEETING – will begin promptly at 6:30 p.m. in the CONFERENCE CENTER.  We will conduct a rapid fire business meeting and then join the Lowell Lecture at 7:00 p.m. in the Immersion Theater.  The lecture is on JELLIES to coincide with the opening of the new Jellies exhibit at NEAq and with our planned behind the scenes tour of the exhibit conducted by Sherrie Floyd to take place at a meeting later this year. 

2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VICE PRESIDENT:
Dick Whitehouse presented the sculpture of the Great White Shark by John Perry to be raffle off with special pink tickets – only 100 being sold, each for $5. Proceeds will go to the cownose rays project. Also reminded about the logo wear that can be purchased through WearGuard catalog.

SECRETARY:
Anna Krowczynska – no announcements.

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart (ABSENT) – Dive Planning Meeting is NEXT WEDNESDAY.  Sign up sheet was on the front table. RSVP NECESSARY.

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa is still getting dive boat schedules, plans to do members boat dives, asked for suggestions.

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza announced that we have over $500 in cownose rays fund. This year Morehead City trip is sold out.

ENVIRONMENTAL:  Alicia Lenci announced the beach and underwater clean-up at Lane’s Cove on April 24, photo contest will be conducted at this event, on May 2 there will be another clean-up on the banks of Mystic River ( non-diving event ), May 23 there will be 19th annual Treasure Hunt , we will try to put together a team representing our club. Alicia had lobster license applications and brochures on invasive species displayed on the table.

MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman talked briefly about cownose rays project and other fundraising efforts for NEAq and announced 50/50 raffle.
PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza donated his GOT dive to be auction off to raise the money to fund project at NEAq. Currently the highest bid is $525. New trips information is published in the newsletter.

NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd asked for timely submission of the material for the newsletter. Also reminded about the special June edition – the whole issue devoted to all things related to diving with the free ads for dive shops and dive boat operators.

WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford briefly talked about content of the web site, new members forum and new announcement about auction and dive events.

NEAq LIAISON:
Sherrie Floyd announced that the sharks are coming back to the GOT very soon and cownose rays will be brought from Virginia Aquarium in May. In a few months Sherri will also conduct behind the scenes tour of the Jellies exhibit. 

GOT DRAWING

1.
The Kemper Family

Alt
Kevin O’Connor

GOT Officer diving in May is Jim Carozza.

50/50 raffle raised $50, winner Chris Ekberg collected the other $50, we also got $17 for stickers and candy.

Tom Kempner invited all members to participate in DUI demo days, announced the May informal that will be at his house in Wayland (Mexican food to celebrate Cinco de Mayo) and mentioned about the darkroom equipment that is being discarded, if somebody is interested should contact him.

SPEAKER:
Guest Speaker:  Kerry Hurd showed his video from a trip to Cocos Island on board of Sea Hunter. Great shots of sharks and other aquatic creatures accompanied by interesting narration.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: 60

NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, May 5th, is the annual Cinco de Mayo Meeting at the home of Tom and Tina Kemper, Wayland, MA

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, May 19, in the CONFERENCE CENTER joining Lowell Lecture at 7 p.m.
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