
MINUTES FROM NEADC INFORMAL
WEDNESDAY MAY 5, 2004

Hosted by Tom and Tina Kemper, Wayland, MA

Present: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Anna Krowczynska, Steve Whitford, Trish Katzman, Rick Rosa, Kerry Hurd, Al Bozza, Jim Carozza, Alicia Lenci
Absent:  Genevieve Stewart, Dick Whitehouse

WORTH MENTIONING: Congratulations to Dick and Nancy Whitehouse on their new home in Middleboro (distribution of updated Officer Contact Sheets) and best regards to regular informal attendee, Nancy Papagno, on her recent surgery.

OLD BUSINESS

1. MAY MEETING.  Sherrie will get us into Conference Center between 6-6:15.  All officers should try to be early and do as much info sharing, registration as possible.  We will forego both candy/sticker sales and 50/50 for the night. The Membership Cards for the GOT drawing will be collected on way in door and returned on the way to Immersion Theater.
2. RAFFLES/NEAq FUND RAISING – Cownose rays project is almost fully funded, we have total of $585, only $15 shy from planned $600. Sherri will present an expense report after coming back with cownose rays from Virginia. During the June General meeting we will formally present the check to NEAq. Since we are expecting to have around $1,000 from GOT auction and the Great White sculpture raffle officers discussed funding of the new project. The favorite turned out to be Reinstallation of a 250 gallon Cold Marine Exhibit ( cost of $1,000 ), Jim proposed the motion to fund this project, Trish second, all were in favor. To fund the long term projects, Maryhelen proposed a motion to purchase one spot on NEAq collecting trip next spring and raffle it off by selling 350-400 tickets $10 each, starting tickets sale later this year, second by Anna, all votes in favor.  

3. GOT AUCTION:  Bids to be taken through July with Al as contact.  The current highest bid is still at $525.  
4. DIVE PLANNING MEETING – April 28th at Gadsby Hannah LLP, despite the low attendance we got a good start on Shore Dive Calendar. To foster better participation from members, next year starting in January we will have a sign up sheet for the shore dive leaders at every General Meeting instead of having a single meeting.

5. WEBSITE:  Forum update. Almost all officers used forum that have currently 30 members and 18 topics with 30 postings. Traffic on the site is still low, but should increase during the dive season.

6. NEWSLETTER ISSUES:  

(a) STATUS of Trish looking in the ways to save the postage for mailing newsletters – the bulk mail requires sorting and delivery could take a long time. Hence the idea was dropped.

(b) E-MAIL LETTER – getting members to receive the newsletter by e-mail or to volunteer to download it from website. The membership form on the back of the Newsletter will have a question regarding the way one wants to receive the Newsletter. Also the renewal membership form sent by the Aquarium will pose the same question.  

7. 2004 WHALE WATCH postponed till fall since only 8 people were interested in participating.

8. STATUS of possible Jellies Exhibit Tour – Sherri is working on the July date.
9. WYLAND EVENT August 5, 2004.  Still awaiting confirmation of event tentatively to take place at Revere Beach.

10. DAN DIVE CLUB renewal of $125 Bronze Level has been sent.

11. JULY PICNIC.  July 17th at Stage Fort Park.  Need people to help set up, run event, clean-up.  This year’s event again will be free since Stellwagen/GAFC will be supplying some of the food in donations and has provided space like last year.  Need Dive Leaders for GAFC dives in morning.

OFFICER REPORTS:

Alicia – Lane’s Cove clean-up was success with 9 people participating. Alicia submitted bill and was reimbursed for $53.87 spent on healthy snacks for the event.  She also asked Club to sponsor her to attend Mass Bay Symposium.  NEADC will pay $45 fee for the event.

Al – needs to pay $25 deposit to reserve the Hall for Holiday party.

Kerry – asked for submission of materials for the special June issue. Shown flyer for Splash for Trash, May 22 event organized by Maine-iac Dive Club.

Trish got a feedback from members regarding General Meeting – people generally like Who’s Been Diving part and would like to be able ask questions. Also, some complained about length of officer’s report – we need to be more concise and bring flyers informing about event instead of spending lot of time to describe it.  Briefly discussed having speaker first and then business but that was not considered for vote.  We also briefly talked about the idea of show and tell at some of the meetings or points of interest like Jean’s shark teeth or Dick Whitehouse’s line-cutting exercises.

Maryhelen proposed to purchase sandwich board to be used at the club-sponsored events. The boards could have the following information 

LOGO
New England Aquarium Dive Club, Inc.

Serving Our Community

IN-PROGRESS

Clean-up

Rescue Practice

Club Contact Information
Maryhelen will research cost and bring the design ideas.

Jim proposed to organize T-shirt contest for the “Best T-Shirt from a Dive Destination” to be held at a meeting or event.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:50
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