
MINUTES FROM GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2004

Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Anna Krowczynska, Trish Katzman,  Genevieve Stewart, Dick Whitehouse, Al Bozza, Rick Rosa, Alicia Lenci, Steve Whitford


Absent: Kerry Hurd, Jim Carozza

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We had several new members attending the meeting, among them Lauren-almost certified diver, Jackie, not yet diver, but interested to learn what the whole fuss is about, Greg certified last year and Max who took few years break from diving, but would like to get back.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Lots of hands went up – Brandy was diving near Boston Harbor Islands, Alicia and Mike dove at Castle Island and Plum Island during the Diversity Days, Anna dove Old Garden Beach, Ralph dove in Florida and Newport area, Al was with students at Back beach, Jenny dove on Cape Ann.

PRESIDENT:
LAST MEETING BEFORE ANNUAL PICNIC!!!  Can you believe it?  July 17th beginning at 10 a.m. at the Pavilion at Stage Fort Park in conjunction with the Great Annual Fish Count and Stellwagen Bank.  This year’s event is again FREE for Club members.  It would be helpful if you RSVP to president@neadc.org just so we can estimate food.  There will be NEADC raffle tickets for purchase.  Those participating in Fish Count dives the day of the event will receive tickets for the GAFC drawings.

JULY 21st MEETING – Special Event will be a Club only tour of the new JELLIES exhibit and a presentation by Sherrie Floyd about the transport of the cownose rays from Virginia to Massachusetts.  These rays were transported with funds provided by our Dive Club!

CHANGE OF NEAq LIAISON – After 10 years as NEADC/NEAq Liaison, Sherrie Floyd is stepping down to devote herself to other after hours pursuits.  We can’t say enough about Sherrie and her service to the Club over the past decade but we’ll try over the next three months as she breaks in the new Liaison – Jenny Wu.

Sherri talked briefly how much meant to her to be NEADC/NEAq liaison and gave update on the cownose rays that are currently frolicking in GOT , and quickly becoming a big attraction for the visitors.

Marla Strickland, NEAq Membership Director, thanked Club members for the support of the aquarium.

2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VICE PRESIDENT:
Dick Whitehouse  - GREAT WHITE SHARK SCULPTURE RAFFLE (with special pink tickets – only 100 being sold)!

SECRETARY:  Anna Krowczynska encouraged everybody to dive in New England.

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart invited everybody to join our shore dives and announced the Bonaire trip.

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa left the boat dive schedule on the printer at work, but promised to publish it in the Newsletter and on the web site. 

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza (ABSENT)  Financials are available for review.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Alicia Lenci left flyers on the table, announced the clean-up event at Nahant in September, talked briefly about Diversity days and asked divers to help her collect the golf balls and fishing lures recovered from the bottom of the Atlantic. She promised to do something amazing with golf balls.

MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman:  temporary cards are now the cancelled membership cards so there is no different feel to them and everybody has an equal chance to win the GOT dive. Talked briefly about fund raising efforts and 50/50 raffle.
PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza the final highest bid for the GOT dive was $710 place by Lauren as a surprise birthday gift.

NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd (ABSENT).  I am sorry to announce that Kerry’s father-in-law passed away and Kerry is currently in California.  He asked that we announce the deadline for newsletter submissions is Monday, June 21st.  

We also wish to congratulate Kerry on an incredibly full June Special Edition of the NEADC newsletter.  Kerry wishes to thank everyone who helped with the oversized June issue and to let people know that all of those graphics and pictures look better in color, which you can view from our website.

WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford encouraged members to visit web site and especially use the forum.

GOT DRAWING

1.     Ralph Cohn


Alt  Eileen Byrne 

The 50/50 raffle brought $61 and the winner, Amy Ackerman, generously donated her winnings to the Special Project Fund.





SPEAKER:
Guest Speaker:  Bob Michelson presenting the FISH ID Class.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING:  62

NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, July 7th, hosted by Jim Carozza in Nahant.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, July 21st, in the IMMERSION THEATER – SPECIAL EVENT – Jellies Exhibit Tour and Cownose Ray presentation (as announced above)
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