
MINUTES FROM GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2004

Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, , Jim Carozza, Rick Rosa, Kerry Hurd, Trish Katzman, Anna Krowczynska, Al Bozza, Steve Whitford, Alicia Lenci

Absent: Dick Whitehouse, Genevieve Stewart
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

As usual we had a bunch of new members in the audience: Barbara and Marisa, both warm water divers, Brian commercial diver who moved from Carolinas, JoAnn an avid diver who wants to dive anywhere and Betsy who wants to get certified.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Since dive season is in the full swing several hands went up – several our members participated in the Great American Fish Count on Saturday.  Anna, Rick, Jim and Matt dove the Graveyard of the Atlantic in North Carolina, Jenny dove in Alaska.

PRESIDENT:
FRANK SCALLI, pioneer diver, Sea Rover and founder of Sea Mark – which we have supported for over a decade, passed away on June 24th.  There will be no Sea Mark this year, which we usually sponsor.  The Club has donated $250 in the memory of Frank to the Frank Scalli Annual Summer Internship which provides a season of learning for a well-qualified graduating high school senior interested in pursuing a career involved in the underwater world.

ANNUAL PICNIC!!!  Held July 17th at Stage Fort Park in conjunction with the Great Annual Fish Count and Stellwagen Bank.  Over 100 divers participated in the Fish Count and attended the event with family and friends.  Thanks to the participants were extended by Brandy Derickson on behalf of Bob Michelson and GAFC/Stellwagen Bank.
WYLAND EVENT August 5, 2004.  New Bedford.  Alicia Lenci will be speaking on Marine Debris for the Club.  Flyers available.

COLLECTING TRIP RAFFLE:  We will raffle off one spot on the spring collecting trip organized by NEAq.  This is an opportunity for NEADC members to win a $3,000 trip.
NAME THE COWNOSE RAYS:  Club members will have an opportunity to name the cownose rays from a short list of selections that will be posted on the website and the forum in the coming weeks (none of rays can be named Maryhelen)

2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VICE PRESIDENT:
Dick Whitehouse (Absent) - SCULPTURE RAFFLE (with special pink tickets – only 100 being sold)!  Al Bozza announced 20 more tickets were sold at the Annual Picnic last Saturday.
SECRETARY:
Anna Krowczynska. No announcements

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart (Absent) sent a message saying that the diving in NE is great, water temp 60F top to bottom ( 30 feet ) and announcing Saturday a.m. dive.
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa had list of charter flyers and will also have them published in the next newsletter if there is room.

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza - Financials are on the table, as well as pictures from Morehead City trip.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Alicia Lenci is offering fish ID on each of her dives.  She will represent the Club at the Wyland event in New Bedford on August 5th.  COASTSWEEP Clean-Up on Canoe Beach in September. 

MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman:  talked about membership and fundraising activities.  Bridget Fitzgerald from NEAq Membership came to the meeting to introduce herself and let members know the Membership Department is there to assist them with NEAq membership needs.
PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza – an anonymous donor gave NEADC $700 towards its fundraising efforts for the Aquarium.  There are only 40 tickets left for the Great White sculpture raffle.  Upcoming trips in the newsletter and on the website.  Not scheduling Rhode Island shark trip this year because sighting have been few and far between.

NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd.  Thanked all members for their kind support after the recent death of his father-in-law.  Thanked everyone who has contributed to the newsletter and reminded everyone that the deadline for August newsletter submissions is Monday, July 26th.  

WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford placed information about Wyland event on the web and updated shore dive calendar.

NEAq LIAISON:
Sherrie Floyd/Jenny Wu – Cownose rays are doing very well in the Giant Ocean Tank..

BREAK – Membership cards from Trish Katzman.

GOT DRAWING

1.  Mark Anderson; Alt:  Deb Lavoie

50/50 raffle raised $62 for the new project to be chosen by the members. Winner rolled his winning $31 back into the pool.

SPEAKER:
Special tour of Amazing Jellies with Sherrie Floyd and special guest, Colin Grist, who provided much background information and answered many questions about the exhibit.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING:
68
NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, August 4th, hosted by Al and Wendy Bozza in Norfolk, MA.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, August 18th, in the IMMERSION THEATER – Guest Speaker:  Andy Martinez.
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