
MINUTES FROM GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, August 18, 2004
Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Dick Whitehouse, Jim Carozza, Rick Rosa, Trish Katzman, Anna Krowczynska, Steve Whitford, Alicia Lenci
Absent: Al Bozza, Kerry Hurd, Genevieve Stewart.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
As usual we had several new members in attendance:  Dennis, who had a long break in diving, but wants to get back; Jacek and Magda, couple that was just certified in Florida; Bill, a little rusty diver trying to get back to diving; Brian from California who attends school in Boston; and D who has been diving for a while.
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?
Lots of hands were raised among them: Peter and Jim Carozza who were wreck diving in Ontario (Thousand Islands), Dick dove in Narragansett Bay, Scott usual NE dives, one member shore dove at Kennebunk Port, another person was on the boat dive at Brent Rock.
PRESIDENT:
CHANGE IN DIRECTIONS TO INFORMAL:  Please note it is Exit 34 NOT 3A from Route 93 to Veronica’s house for September 1st informal.
POLLS  THERE WERE TWO IMPORTANT  POLLS TONIGHT:  President read the info about the polls and members were welcomed to review it during break. The poll was conducted immediately following Break after the drawings for the GOT and 50/50 raffle.
POLL NO. 1.  COWNOSE RAYS

We have been given the honor of naming two of the Cownose Rays furnished to New England Aquarium.  The names were posted on the Website and Forum for polling without much response so we will be inviting you to vote on the names this evening.  There will be TWO POLLS on this issue – one for each animal – by a show of hands.  Majority names the first and eliminates that name.  The second poll majority will be the second name chosen.  The approved names for consideration are:

Raja (pronounced Raha): The original genus for the cownose ray.

Skeete: Another common name for the cownose ray.

Chucho: The Spanish common name for the cownose ray.

Virginia: This is where the rays came from.

Bonasus: The cownose ray species name.

POLL NO. 2.  NEAq FUNDING INITIATIVES

We will ask for a show of hands to select our next funding initiative from the following projects.
1.
Adapt the Current GOT Lighting Scenario
Dept: The Giant Ocean Tank (GOT)
Cost: 11 bulbs @ $100.00/bulb = $1,000.00 
NEA Benefit: Currently, the GOT is illuminated with yellow, 400 watt, 4000 kelvin bulbs. These bulbs result in a somewhat unnatural effect. Swapping out some of the 4000 kelvin bulbs for 400 watt, 10,000-20,000 kelvin color rated metal halide bulbs would not only result in a more natural appearance, but would also significantly minimize algae growth. An equally important benefit would be how a more natural light scenario would improve our animal’s environment. The type of light used in an exhibit can have a significant effect on breeding, feeding, and other social behaviors. 10,000-20,000 kelvin metal halide bulbs have historically resulted in more natural animal behaviors then the 4000 kelvin bulbs.

2.
Live Cars
Dept: Galleries
Cost: $500.00
NEA Benefit: “Live cars” are the floating enclosures in which we temporarily hold animals when we are collecting specimens in Eastport Maine. We are in desperate need of three replacements. 

3.
Apogee Light Meter (with 50cm uw probe)
Dept: Galleries 
Cost: $500.00
NEA Benefit: This piece of equipment will improve our ability to match ideal environmental conditions for our photosynthetic animals and plants. The meter measures the photosynthetically available radiation emitted by the sun or by light bulbs. This data is important for determining optimal replacement of bulbs in the exhibits with live plants and corals.

4.
Hach Dissolved Oxygen (D.O.) Meter
Dept: Animal Health Department (AHD) 
Cost: $900
NEA Benefit: Measuring D.O. in our exhibits and holding systems is one of the most critical water quality tasks performed each day. In addition to exhibit maintenance, these meters are essential for collecting expeditions and off site holding. A Hach DO meter is great because it can be used without calibration, allow us to monitor a tank overnight and it will record the Dissolved Oxygen levels at pre-selected time increments into a log file. For example, it could be used to measure the DO in the GOT overnight and record levels every 15 minutes into a log file. Our current meters can not be used in this way because they lose calibration with time and require the user to swirl them in the water for accurate readings.

5.
Precision Scale
Dept: Animal Health Department (AHD)
Cost: $1540.00 (Mettler College Balance)
NEA Benefit: We had been borrowing an accurate balance from the Research Dept. to weigh out reagents, perform the Total Suspended Solids test for our NPDES permit, and for weighing medications and treatments but that scale was taken back by its owner and we now have a less accurate scale. Many of our tests require great accuracy for both the reagents and the standards and a decent balance is key to this effort. Everyone having water tested and/or treated would benefit from this.

AND SPEAKING OF VOTING:  Elections will be held at the November General Meeting.  Consider running for office for 2005.  It’s YOUR dive club!  Positions that will definitely be available are Business Manager, Newsletter Editor, Vice President and President but all offices are open to nomination.

2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VICE PRESIDENT:
Dick Whitehouse  - GREAT WHITE SCULPTURE RAFFLE (with special pink tickets – only 29 tickets, each for $5 left)
SECRETARY:  Anna Krowczynska reminded about parking validation at harbor garage and encouraged members to dive locally often.
SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart (ABSENT)
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa reminded that the list of charters is on the web, members interested in the club sponsored boat dive should contact him.
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza, financials are on the table, Club stickers for sale.
ENVIRONMENTAL:
Alicia Lenci talked about costal cleanup, show some eco golf balls used by Navy and Cruise Ships that are biodegradable and reminded about Canoe Beach clean up on September 25.  We are soliciting suggestions from members to help make NEADC events more environmentally friendly.
MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman: talked about fundraising, new projects, 50/50 raffle and the NEAq collecting trip.
PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza (ABSENT)
NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd.  (ABSENT)  Thanks everyone for their contributions to the newsletter.  Deadline for newsletter submissions is Monday, August 23rd 
WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford invited to check the web site, especially new scrap book section and contribute photographs.
NEAq LIAISON:
Sherrie Floyd talked at length about NEAq fish collecting trip. Jenny Wu talked about Eastport Maine collecting trip and provided list of tropical fish needed by aquarium – among them: cow fish, needle fish, damsel, box fish, butterfish, she can arrange for the pick-up by Newport Center staff. Special prize for blunt nose jack.
Jean Stefanik reminded about the tropical fish collecting trip in Newport which she plans for the last weekend of August (weather permitting).

Brandy Derickson announced invertebrates ID class organized by Bob Michelson. 
BREAK – Membership cards from Trish Katzman.
GOT DRAWING

1.  Jane Wilkinson
Alt Eileen Byrnes
Jane donated her GOT dive back to the Club – Maryhelen will talk with Sherrie and Jenny about logistics.

50/50 raffle raised $71 and the winner, Candy Martinez donated her winnings back to fund.

Polls results:  

There were two rounds of voting for the cownose rays names

	Raja 
	20 Winner
	

	Skeete
	9
	8

	Chucho
	16
	25 Winner

	Virginia
	8
	9

	Bonasus
	3
	5


Names of the Rays: Raja and Chucho

One round of voting for the next project to be founded by our club:

	GOT lighting
	17

	Live cars
	11

	Apogee Light meter
	0

	Hach Dissolved Oxygen meter
	26 (WINNER)

	Precision scale
	0


Donna Romano pointed out that the precision scale can be purchased at the eBay for the fraction of the cost and offered help in choosing one.

SPEAKER:
Andy Martinez showed fantastic pictures of the Northern Atlantic animals from our backyard from sea anemones, nudibranchs, bivalves to rays and other fish. Everybody who insists that there is nothing to see beneath the ocean surface in the New England should watch this slide show.  After presentation Andy was autographing his book.
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: 76
NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, September 1st , hosted by Veronica Atlantis in Burlington, MA.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, September 15th, in the IMMERSION THEATER.
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