
MINUTES FROM THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2004
Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Dick Whitehouse, Rick Rosa, Trish Katzman, Anna Krowczynska, Steve Whitford, Alicia Lenci, Kerry Hurd, Al Bozza
Absent: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Jim Carozza, Genevieve Stewart
Meeting Chaired by Vice-President, Dick Whitehouse
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
As usual we had few new members, among them Dan who just moved to Boston and already dived Chester Poling and the Andrea; and a new diver certified in May.  
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?
Steve has been diving in Folly Cove; Anna came back from Canada where she dove wrecks in the St Lawrence River, Dick dove in Rhode Island and Max was entertained by dog fish in Folly Cove. 
ELECTIONS Annual Elections will be held at the General Meeting on November 17th.  Nominations will be taken at the October General Meeting.  Please consider running for office and making a contribution to the Club!!!  Each of the officers will give a brief description of their responsibilities during their announcements tonight.  If you have any questions about the jobs, please feel free to talk to any of the officers or any of our past officers (ask for past officers to identify themselves in the audience).Positions that will definitely be available are Business Manager, Newsletter Editor, Vice President and President but all offices are open to nomination.

WHALE WATCH on October 3rd has been CANCELLED for lack of participation.
SCULPTURE RAFFLE drawing took place after the break. The winner is Lois Howey.
WIN A SPOT ON THE 2005 SPRING COLLECTING TRIP TO THE CARRIBEAN!!!

Beginning at the October Meetings, you will have an opportunity to purchase a chance for a spot on the 2005 New England Aquarium Collecting Trip to the Caribbean, April 22-May 3, 2005.  Chances are only $10 each and there will only be 500 tickets issued.  If every member of the dive club purchases one ticket – they will all be sold!

Certified SCUBA divers age 18 and older are eligible.  This unusual “working” vacation is open to both beginners and experienced divers, and is a great opportunity to dive with and learn from Aquarium professionals.  You will dive and collect at some of the most beautiful underwater sites in the world. The last day of the trip is spent in Miami, preparing fishes for shipment to the New England Aquarium in Boston. After the trip, you can see your hard work showcased at the Aquarium, which entertains and educates more than 1.6 million visitors each year, from all over the world.

The Prize Package includes airfare, shipboard accommodations on the R/V Coral Reef II (meals, lodging, cocktails), and up to five dives per day (weights and tanks are provided). Also included is a rare opportunity to dive in the Aquarium ’s 200,000 gallon Caribbean reef exhibit.

For more information and to purchase tickets, contact Maryhelen Shuman-Groh at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor president@neadc.org
.
2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SECRETARY:
Anna Krowczynska encouraged members to participate in upcoming club event – tropical fish hunt in RI and costal cleanup in Nahant. She briefly described duty of secretary – providing minutes from all meetings.
SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart (ABSENT ) her job is to coordinate shore dives, prepare schedule and organize shore planning dive meeting.
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa.  As Boat Dive Coordinator he prepares boat charter list, make arrangements for member discount, and helps organize new members dive.  He distributed T-Shirts for the last year shore dive leaders. 
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza is a money man, keeping track of money, issuing checks and preparing financial statements.
ENVIRONMENTAL: Alicia Lenci.  Alicia will again run as Environmental Officer.  She reminded everyone about the clean-up on Saturday September 25th at Nahant.
MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman pointed out that duties of all officers are described in bylaws, briefly talked about her role in fundraising, handling temp cards for GOT drawing, etc.
PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza runs trips, schedules speakers, schedules informals. Honduras trip in March is a go.  19 people are already signed up for Dominica trip in January.  Holiday Party is on Saturday, December 4th.  Tropical fish hunt and barbeque at Ft Wetherill is this Sunday (September 19th). 
NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd edits the newsletter.  Deadline for October newsletter submissions is Monday, September 20th. 
WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford keeps web site current.
NEAq LIAISON:
Jenny Wu will talk with Rick Jones to arrange pick up of tropical fish found by members in Rhode Island.
BREAK – Membership cards from Trish Katzman.
GOT DRAWING

1.  Deepak Ozathil
Alt Johanne Garino
SPEAKER:
Jonathan Bird was guest with a mixed media (slides and movie) presentation from his recent trip to Philippines in a search of thresher sharks.  Besides the sharks he showed great pictures of other marine creatures: blue ringed octopus, pigmy sea horse and giant frogfish and countless nudibranchs. 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: 53
NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, October 6th, hosted by Anne Lambert in Dorchester, MA.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, October 20th, in the IMMERSION THEATER.  Nominations for the November election of NEADC Officers will be taken.
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