
MINUTES FROM THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2004
Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Dick Whitehouse, Trish Katzman, Anna Krowczynska, Steve Whitford, Kerry Hurd, Al Bozza, Jim Carozza, Genevieve Stewart
Absent: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Rick Rosa, Alicia Lenci
Meeting Chaired by Vice-President, Dick Whitehouse
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
As usual we had couple new members, Eddie, mostly tropical diver and Christina who recently moved to Massachusetts and was certified two weeks ago. 
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?
Al returned from trip to Galapagos, bunch of people participated in clean up on canoe Beach in Nahant, one member was on aquarium colleting trip in Bahamas, Anna and few others were diving in RI and on cape Ann.
Dick announced that Maryhelen is feeling great and recovering quickly.

The Holiday Party will be held on December 4, tickets are on sale for $25. Tickets for the raffle for the spot on NEAq spring collecting trip will go on sale soon, each ticket costs $ 10, only 500 will be sold.

The nominations for officers were taken at this meeting and will continue up to elections in November.

Nobody was nominated for the positions of President, Vice President and Boat Dive and Shore Dive Coordinators.

Two people were nominated for the position of Business Manager – Brandy Derikson, nominated by Al, seconded by Trish and Scott Matey nominated by Jim and seconded by Dick.

Brad Bonn was nominated by Brandy for the position of Newsletter editor seconded by Anna.

Al Bozza was nominated by Trish for the Program Director, seconded by Bob.

Trish Katzman was nominated for Membership Director by Jim, seconded by Anna.

Al nominated Anna Krowczynska for Secretary, seconded by Jim.

Jim nominated Alicia Lenci for Environmental Affairs seconded by Trish. 

Trish nominated Steve Whitford for the Webmaster, seconded by Dick.

2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SECRETARY:  Anna Krowczynska  briefly described duty of secretary – providing minutes from all meetings, encouraged members to come to the Holiday Party and was looking for volunteers to collect tickets at the door on the day of the Party. She is willing to carry on as a club Secretary.
SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart ,  her job is to coordinate shore dives, prepare schedule and organize shore planning dive meeting. Due to her work schedule she is not going to run for the office again. She also reminded about bleach dives on Monday at the Newton YMCA ( by appointment only ) and Pumpkin carving dive on October 31 – prizes for the best and worst pumpkin.
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa ( ABSENT ) is stepping down as boat dive coordinator.

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza is a money man, keeping track of money, issuing checks and preparing financial statements. He is also stepping down and encouraged members to run for the offices.
ENVIRONMENTAL: Alicia Lenci. ( ABSENT ) Alicia will again run as Environmental Officer.  
MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman briefly talked about her role in fundraising, handling temp cards for GOT drawing, etc and announced her willingness to stay on as Membership Director.
PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza runs trips, schedules speakers, schedules informals. He is also continuing to serve as a Program Director.
NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd edits the newsletter.  Deadline for November newsletter submissions is Sunday, October 24. He is stepping down as a Newsletter Editor. 
WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford keeps web site current and is staying on as a webmaster.
NEAq LIAISON:
Jenny Wu talked briefly about East Port fish collecting trip and asked about donations of the unwanted tropical fish collected in RI.
OTHER ANNOUNCMENTS: 
Brandy reminded about Invertebrates Workshop to be held on Saturday October 23 at Conference Center at 10 am.

United Divers of New Hampshire are havening an annual banquet on November 13 featuring Bernie Chowdhury, author of the “Last Dive”. 
BREAK – Membership cards from Trish Katzman.
GOT DRAWING

1.  Don Eva
Alt Eddy Wong
Winner of the 50/50 raffle – Nancy Whitehouse donated her winnings to the  fund for projects supporting NEAq – total $25.
SPEAKER: Bob Michelson give us a preview of the slides from the  Invertebrates Workshop. 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: 42
NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, November 3 rd, hosted by Helen McHowell in Canton, MA. 
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, November 17 in the IMMERSION THEATER. Election night.  
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