MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2004

Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Dick Whitehouse, Jim Carozza, Alicia Lenci, Rick Rosa, Kerry Hurd, Al Bozza, Trish Katzman

Absent: Steve Whitford, Anna Krowczynska and Genevieve Stewart

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

A few members described their recent dives in places such as Bahamas, Cozumel, Sea of Cortez and Galapagos.

ELECTIONS TONIGHT.

HOLIDAY PARTY – tickets are available for sale, they can be also purchased at the door on 12/4.
WIN A SPOT ON THE 2005 SPRING COLLECTING TRIP TO THE CARRIBEAN!!!

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW.  You have an opportunity to purchase a chance for a spot on the 2005 New England Aquarium Collecting Trip to the Caribbean, April 22-May 3, 2005.  Chances are only $10 each and there will only be 500 tickets issued.  If every member of the dive club purchases one ticket – they will all be sold!

Certified SCUBA divers age 18 and older are eligible.  This unusual “working” vacation is open to both beginners and experienced divers, and is a great opportunity to dive with and learn from Aquarium professionals.  You will dive and collect at some of the most beautiful underwater sites in the world. The last day of the trip is spent in Miami, preparing fishes for shipment to the New England Aquarium in Boston. After the trip, you can see your hard work showcased at the Aquarium, which entertains and educates more than 1.6 million visitors each year, from all over the world.

The Prize Package includes airfare, shipboard accommodations on the R/V Coral Reef II (meals, lodging, cocktails), and up to five dives per day (weights and tanks are provided). Also included is a rare opportunity to dive in the Aquarium ’s 200,000 gallon Caribbean reef exhibit.

For more information and to purchase tickets, contact Maryhelen Shuman-Groh at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor president@neadc.org
.
2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SECRETARY:
Anna Krowczynska ABSENT  Alicia Lenci taking notes.

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR:
Genevieve Stewart ABSENT.  Former Shore Dive Coordinator, Peter McCarthy, gave a brief description of job responsibilities.

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:
Rick Rosa gave a description of job responsibilities and had lists of boat dive charters available in area.

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Jim Carozza - $3100 was raised so far for the NEAq projects.  He also described his job for the Club.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Alicia Lenci described her role as environmental officer and acted as Secretary for this evening’s meeting.

MEMBERSHIP:
Trish Katzman described her position and explained about the 50/50 fund raising efforts of the Club.
PROGRAMS:
Al Bozza - Dominica Trip full.  January informal will be at Jose McIntyre  January 5th.  (this meeting is usually skipped, but Al suggested this hang out time), December General Annual Show and Tell will be 12/15.

Al described his position.  Want to give a presentation or know of someone who would like to speak at a meeting?  Just email Al at programs@neadc.org

NEWSLETTER:
Kerry Hurd.  Deadline for newsletter submissions is Monday, November 22 for the DECEMBER and JANUARY edition.  Kerry also described the Newsletter Editor position and responsibilities.

WEBSITE:
Steve Whitford (Absent).  Former Webmaster, Bryce Flynn, described the job for anyone who might be interested in running for office.

NEAq LIAISON:
Jenny Wu - One of the cow nose rays “Chesapeake” (provided by NEADC fund raiser) died in September.  Exact cause cannot be determined.  Jenny also provided a hand out with most commonly asked questions about the sea lions, 2 of which will stay and 2 will go to Shedd, while Discovery is fixed or replaced.

BREAK – Membership cards from Trish Katzman.

GOT DRAWING
Winner:  Bill Lowe; Alternate:  Barbara Schnepp

ELECTIONS  There were no contested offices.  The following slate of officers becomes effective January, 2005:

President
Michael Schruben

Vice President
Scott Matey

Secretary
Anna Krowczynska

Business Manager
Julia Cichowski

Membership
Trish Katzman

Boat Dives
Leah Neal

Shore Dives
Rick Rosa

Environmental
Alicia Lenci

Webmaster
Steve Whitford

Newsletter
Brad Bonn

Program Director:
Al Bozza

50/50 raffle brought $24, winner took $12.

GUEST SPEAKERS:
Bryce and Anna Flynn.

Long time members and former officers, Bryce and Anna gave a slide show of their 9-day trip along the Pacific Northwest in June 2004 that started in Sitka, Alaska aboard the Nautilus.  Dry suit diving.  Highly recommend trip.  They showed great photos of their underwater, glacier and land excursions to meet native Eagle and Raven Clans.  On one dive Anna was grabbed by the head and shaken by Stellar sea lion.  They are going back in September to see more of the Vancouver part and perhaps have better visibility.  They also gave their recommendations for dry gloves and camera specs.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING:  52

NEXT INFORMAL – Wednesday, December 1st at Al and Wendy Bozza’s home in Norfolk.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, December 15th in the IMMERSION THEATER.  
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