
MINUTES FROM THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2005
Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Mike Schruben, Anna Krowczynska, Scott Matey, Al Bozza, Julia Cichowski, Alicia Lenci, Trish Katzman, Brad Bonn
Absent: Leah Neal, Rick Rosa, Steve Whitford.
Maryhelen Shuman-Groh officially passed the gavel to the new club President – Michael Schruben.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
We had one new member and one person who has been a member for a while, but never attended General Meeting. 

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?
Kerry dove in GOT and brought great pictures of inhabitants of the tank, especially great were close ups of the sand tiger shark, Barry and Jacki were diving in Florida, Al was diving in south west of Ireland.

PRESIDENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:
WIN A SPOT ON THE 2005 SPRING COLLECTING TRIP TO THE CARRIBEAN!!!

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW.  You have an opportunity to purchase a chance for a spot on the 2005 New England Aquarium Collecting Trip to the Caribbean, April 22-May 3, 2005.  Chances are only $10 each and there will only be 500 tickets issued.  If every member of the dive club purchases one ticket – they will all be sold!

Certified SCUBA divers age 18 and older are eligible.  This unusual “working” vacation is open to both beginners and experienced divers, and is a great opportunity to dive with and learn from Aquarium professionals.  You will dive and collect at some of the most beautiful underwater sites in the world. The last day of the trip is spent in Miami, preparing fishes for shipment to the New England Aquarium in Boston. After the trip, you can see your hard work showcased at the Aquarium, which entertains and educates more than 1.6 million visitors each year, from all over the world.

The Prize Package includes airfare, shipboard accommodations on the R/V Coral Reef II (meals, lodging, cocktails), and up to five dives per day (weights and tanks are provided). Also included is a rare opportunity to dive in the Aquarium ’s 200,000 gallon Caribbean reef exhibit.

For more information and to purchase tickets, contact Maryhelen Shuman at raffles@neadc.org.
Mike asked all present officers to stand up and introduce themselves.

Mike also brought portable aquarium with crabs and challenged members to identify them.
2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VICE PRESIDENT:  Scott Matey reminded about Vacation Expo taking place at World Trade Center at Seaport Center this weekend at which PG Dive will conduct discover scuba in a inflatable pool. 
PROGRAMS:  Al Bozza – brought five autographed Dominica books by Jonathan Bird, announced the February informal at the home of Bryce Flynn and asked for help to find speakers for the General Meetings.
NEAq LIAISON:  Jenny Wu brought the Thank You Note from the Husbandry Dept for the Oxygen meter that club purchased for the GOT.  Animals that were collected during fall trip to Bahamas were moved to the GOT and are acclimating very well. Especially doing well is the tropical trumpetfish who is very friendly and can be handfed with live shrimps. There are also three new blue penguin’s eggs. In February aquarium will organize another East Port trip to provide exhibits for the Cold Marine Gallery. Jenny also brought fliers for the 13 annual “Wrecks” symposium on April 2 organized by Metro West Dive Club and info about Northern Atlantic Dive Expeditions that run dive boat year around from Salem. She also pointed out to the article about wreck of Steuben, German ship crowded with wounded soldiers and refugees torpedoed by soviet submarine in February 1945, published in February issue of National Geographic.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Al Budreau reminded about the NAUI Boston Scuba Show that will take place on February 12 at Holiday Inn in Marlborough. Featured speakers – Cathy Church who will talk about Digital Photography and Tom Mount who will talk about technical diving. 
GOT DRAWING for the dive on Saturday, February 5.  Winner is Audrey Brown.  Alternate is Julia Cichowski.
Al and Scott decided to donate their speaker’s fee to purchase eight tickets for the Spring collecting trip and raffled them off among people present at the meeting.
SPEAKER:
Al Bozza and Scott Matey presented video/slide show from their trip to Galapagos Islands featuring adventures with whale sharks.
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: 38
NEXT INFORMAL – will beheld on February 2 at the home of Bryce and Anna Flynn in Foxboro.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, February 16 in the IMMERSION THEATER 
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