
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2005
Meeting held in the IMMERSION THEATER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Mike Schruben, Anna Krowczynska, Scott Matey, Al Bozza, Julia Cichowski, Alicia Lenci, Brad Bonn, Leah Neal, Rick Rosa.
Absent: Steve Whitford and Trish Katzman.
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The annual Sea Rovers event will take place on March 5-6 at Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel. As usual Holly Martel-Burbon was selling discount tickets for the event. For the benefit of people who never attended Sea Rovers she gave a brief description of the event.
NEADC traditionally share the booth with Seamark Clinic at the Cotting School. Tom Kemper gave short introduction about Seamark. As usual we will continue to sell candies and soda at the event to benefit the Cotting School.
2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SECRETARY:  Anna Krowczynska asked for volunteers to staff the booth at the Sea Rovers. 
PROGRAMS:  Al Bozza – announced the March informal at the home of Scott Matey in Boston, talked briefly about informal meetings and encouraged all members to try to attend at least once so they could see what’s they are missing.
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR: Leah Neal announced a weekend wreck diving in Florida organized by PG Dive on March 24-27.

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR: Rick Rosa announced the shore dive planning meeting on April 27 at Jose’s McIntyre (appetizers will be served). Anyone who plan to lead a dive, but can’t attend should send him an e-mail. He also reminded about the bleach dives at Newton YMCA organized by PG Dive.
NEAq LIAISON:  Jenny Wu updated members on recent happenings at the NEAq. Two sea lions were moved inside and other two shipped to the Shad Aquarium in Chicago. Two new cuttlefish are doing very well and the Stellwagon exhibit will open sometime in March. She also reminded about the Wrecks 2005 event organized by Metro West Dive Club featuring this year –U-Boats and Subs. Jenny also brought the book “Water Colors” by Michael Maurer. People interested in purchase a copy should contact her.
PRESIDENT: Michael Schruben announced that the deadline for the submissions for the March Newsletter is this Friday, February 18.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Holly Martel-Burbon was talking about the spring aquarium collecting trip ( Maryhelen Shuman-Groh was selling raffle tickets for a chance to participate in this event ). The price covers almost everything, the boat that belongs to Shad Aquarium leaves from Miami and goes first to Bimini, than drops south to Orange Key and south east to vicinity of Cuba. This is a working trip, everybody is expected to help collecting fish and help to care for them on board. Lucky raffle winner that will be announced at the March General Meeting should contact Holly as soon as possible to go through check out dive in GOT and brief training on fish collection techniques.
GOT DRAWING for the dive on Saturday, March 5.  Winner is Alicia Lenci. Alternate is Julia Cichowski.
GUEST SPEAKER – Mike Walsh has given a wonderful slide presentation from his recent trip to Salomon Island and Fiji. He highly praised the Bilikiki boat on which he spent 9 days and dazzled the audience with portraits of colorful fish, coral and nudibranches. He still shots on film.   
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 50.
NEXT INFORMAL – will beheld on March 2 at the home of Scott Matey in Boston.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, March 16 in the IMMERSION THEATER 
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