
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2005
Meeting held in the CONFERENCE CENTER of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Mike Schruben, Anna Krowczynska, Scott Matey, Al Bozza, Alicia Lenci, Leah Neal, Rick Rosa, Steve Whitford
Absent: Trish Katzman, Julia Cichowski and Brad Bonn
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS:

We had one new member, Scott who is a Florida diver and two people Tom and Brian, who are divers and came to the meeting to check out what we are all about.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Despite frigid temperatures we had a few brave souls who dove at the Back Beach on Cape Ann and Chester Poling. Maryhelen, Capt Dick and Nancy were snorkeling with manatees at Crystal River in Florida.  
2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
ENVIRONMENTAL: Alicia Lenci prepared schedule of the all clean-up dives and marine surveys that will be conducted this year so members can plan ahead and pick up events they wish to attend. The first event is a Dive into an Earth Day on April 23 at Lane’s Cove – photo contest and cool T-shirts (Evolution of the Diver) to entice participation. She also had information about Ocean Conservancy.
SECRETARY:  Anna Krowczynska reminded about upcoming Shore Dive planning meeting on April 27 at Jose’s.
PROGRAMS:  Al Bozza – announced the April informal at the home of Julia Cichowski in Boston, talked briefly about next Dominica trip and trip to Honduras that is leaving this Friday. He promised a full report after return.
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR: Leah Neal negotiated discount for club members on Easy Diver. She will check out the boat in May and will provide a report. She also talked with other boats operators during Sea Rovers.
VICE PRESIDENT: Scott Matey announced that the club member, Bryce Flynn won the first place in the annual Scuba Diving Magazine photo contest. Another member Anna Flynn received an Honorable Mention. Club Members saw these photos first at the November 2004 meeting when Bryce and Anna were the presenters.
Scott announced also that Club is going to purchase the digital projector so the invited speakers can use all modern media. Also, for anyone who has time and money – there is on spot left on trip to Solomon Island leaving in few weeks.
 

NEAq LIAISON:  Jenny Wu updated members on recent happenings at the NE Aquarium. Discovery ship is gone and two of the sea lions moved to Shad Aquarium in Chicago and remaining two to the plaza exhibit. Frog exhibit just opened. All members are invited to a free screening of Sharks 3D movie in IMAX. Reservations are required.  
PRESIDENT: Michael Schruben announced that the deadline for the submissions for the April Newsletter is this Friday, March 18.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Maryhelen Shuman-Groh talked about the charges brought against a group of divers, several of whom are Sea Rovers. They actually seem to be stuck in the middle of some kind of
agency war. They thought they had appropriate permits from local agencies to remove artifacts from the ship wreck, but nether the less charges are being lodged by the federal agencies.
Jim Carozza announced 6th annual trip to Morehead City, NC organized in conjunction with Laurel Divers Club from Pennsylvania to explore ship wrecks. The trip will take place June 23-27, there are 8 spots left, $135 deposit required to hold a spot.

Jonathan Bird announced ORG Benefit on April 2 in Framingham to raise the money for the Streaming Video Project for schools. Details are on the club web site as well as www.oceanicresearch.org. Ed Jameson will be showing his amazing 3D underwater pictures and Jonathan will show behind the seen movie on making film about the sharks for National Geographic. There will be silent auction as well as Dive Celebrity Auction at which items donated by celebrities like Howard and Michelle Hall, Cathy Church and others will be auctioned. There also will be shark naming contest for the benefit mascot.
Since there were 32 tickets for the collecting trip raffle left they were raffled off by drawing membership cards of all attendees.    
GOT DRAWING for the dive on Saturday, April 2.  Winner is Barbara Shnepp. Alternate is Deborah Lavoie.
Finally the long anticipated moment came when Jenny Wu draw the winner of the spring collecting trip.

Congratulations to the winner of the Collecting trip raffle Chris Kelly. 
GUEST SPEAKERS – Captains Heather Knowles and David Caldwell owners of the Northern Atlantic Dive Expeditions gave an interesting presentation on Shipwrecks and Shipwreck diving in Massachusetts Bay. They were talking about diving on deep known wrecks like Chester Poling, Pug and Bone wreck ( there is a whale skeleton inside almost intact old mahogany carrier scuttled after long service hence the name ) and also about discovery and an identification of two wrecks – one was Brenton Reef Light Ship that sunk during tow (at this point in it long carrier served as a clubhouse and restaurant). The presence of large amount of china aided the identification. The other was USS YF415 that was lost in 1944 due to explosion on board.
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 60.
NEXT INFORMAL – will beheld on April 2 at the home of Julia Cichowski in Boston.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, April 20, Conference Center.
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