
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2005
Meeting held in the Immersion Theater of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Mike Schruben, Anna Krowczynska, Scott Matey, Al Bozza, Alicia Lenci, Rick Rosa, Steve Whitford, Julia Cichowski, Robert O’Neill
Absent: Trish Katzman, Leah Neal
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS:

We had two new members Kate was recently certified in Bahamas, but wants to try local diving and another newbie.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Bunch of club members were searching for whale sharks near Utila, Honduras, two club members traveled to Solomon Islands, one person dove at Chester Poling and other two club members dove at Ft Watheril, RI.  
2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
NEAq LIAISON:  Jenny Wu informed membership that the Immersion Theater where we are holding meeting is scheduled to be converted into an office space next year. She promised to work hard to secure for the club meetings room in the Conference Center. Spring collection trip is on the way with a club member Chris Kelly who won the raffle. Jenny was looking for the volunteers to help with pick up of collected fish from the Logan Airport. Interested people should send her an e-mail.
ENVIRONMENTAL: Reminded about Dive into an Earth Day on April 23 at Lane’s Cove – photo contest and cool T-shirts (Evolution of the Diver) to entice participation. She had also prepared list of events for the whole season.
PROGRAMS:  Al Bozza – announced the May informal at the house of Capt Dick Whitehouse in Middleboro.
SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR: Rick Rosa reminded about the shore dive planning meeting on April 27 at Jose McIntyre and DUI Rally Days on May 13-15 at Stage Fort park Glouster.
BUSINESS MANAGER: Julia Cichowski pointed out that the Dell digital projector used by the speaker was purchased by the Club.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Barry Rabinovitz announced trip to Cozumel on November 5-12, flyers with details were on the table.
GOT DRAWING for the dive on Saturday, May 7.  Winner is Greg Hunter. Alternate is Kate McCormack.
GUEST SPEAKERS – Caroly Shumway and her two students presented their research on brain evolution in cichlids entitled Smart Fishes/ Smart people. Despite of having to memorize words like telencephalon, cerebellum or dorsal medulla it was easy to follow presented research on how habitat is shaping brains of the fish.
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 50.
NEXT INFORMAL – will beheld on May 4 at the house of Nancy and Dick Whitehouse in Middleboro.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, May 18 in the Immersion Theater.
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