
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2005
Meeting held in the Immersion Theater of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Anna Krowczynska, Scott Matey, Al Bozza, Rick Rosa, Julia Cichowski, , Trish Katzman, Leah Neal
Absent: Mike Schruben, Alicia Lenci, Robert O’Neill, Steve Whitford
Meeting chaired by Scott Matey.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS:

We had a large number of new members in attendance, among them Chris who has been diving for 4 years, Sheila certified last year and warm water diver John from UK.
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Greg has done tropical dive in GOT (great pictures of the GOT inhabitants), bunch of members went with PG Dive to Belize (they had great encounters with animals, however reefs shown damage and were only OK), Matt reported that legal size lobsters are back at Plum Cove on Cape Ann, other member dove in a dry suite at Chester Poling and few others tried dry suites at DUI Demo Days.   
2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
NEAq LIAISON:  Jenny Wu informed membership that the Immersion Theater is closing in September and General Meetings will take place in the Conference Center. Fish collected in Bahamas undergoes quarantine (trumpet fish in GOT will get a new buddy). New blue light was installed at GOT. Interesting mating behavior was observed among the fish. Penguins are incubating eggs.
SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR: Rick reminded about Treasure Hunt organized by Bay State Council of Divers on Sunday May 22 at Stage Fort Park. Also, announced that the new shore dive calendar is being prepared, there is still quite a few open slots.
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR: Leah was invited to dive on an Easy Diver and will write up report. She is planning to dive on various boats and report back on her experience. PG Dive is running trip to Saba, only 2 spots left.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Trish reminded about temporary cards for members who wants to participate in GOT raffle and don’t have theirs or non-members who wish to join the club.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Brandy Dickerson reminded about GAFC event in July and Fish ID classes conducted by Bob Michelson.
GOT DRAWING for the dive on Saturday, June 4.  Winner is Michael Badman. Alternate is Rick Rosa.
GUEST SPEAKERS – Greg Skomal was talking about The Great White Shark in my Backyard. Last year probably everybody was following the story of female great white shark that entered small estuary on private island of Naushon, MA. Greg, as a PI of Mass Shark Research Program,  was on site trying to coax her to leave the estuary. He presented slides and great film footage from the 14 days saga.
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 50.
NEXT INFORMAL – will beheld on June 1 at home of Angela Ponte and Barry Rabinovitz in Quincy, MA. 
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, June 15 in the Immersion Theater.
B0394381v1

