
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, August 17, 2005
Meeting held in the Immersion Theater of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Mike Schruben, Alicia Lenci, Anna Krowczynska, , Rick Rosa, Julia Cichowski, , Trish Katzman, Steve Whitford, Scott Matey and Al Bozza.

.Absent: Robert O’Neill and Leah Neal.
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
As usual we had bunch of new members, among them newly certified couple, Tim from Michigan who did a lot of cold water diving and Heather who wants to get back to diving.
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Michael has been catching tropical fish at Fort Wetheril, Ralph dove with seals at Isles of Shoals and free diving at Beaver Tail in RI, Charlie dove at Brent Rock and in GOT, couple members dove at Folly Cove and Pebble Beach on Cape Ann.
2004 OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
NEAq LIAISON:  Jenny Wu brought copies of Aquarium News and announced preparation for two collecting trips to Long Island and East Port.
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Al announced premier of the Jonathan Bird movie – Sharks of the Ocean Desert that will take place on October 10 at 2pm at the Heritage Museum in Lexington. He also invited everybody to the next informal at his house and reminded about calendar of events he is planning that were published in the Newsletter.
WEBMASTER: Steve updated the shore dive calendar, asked members to submit reviews of the dive sites and reminded about Forum.
SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR: Rick printed out the shore dive calendar and reminded about upcoming new members dive at Nuble Light on Saturday.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Trish reminded about temporary cards for members who wants to participate in GOT raffle and don’t have theirs or non-members who wish to join the club. She also announced the seal dive with Capt. Rob that was sold out during the meeting.
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS: Alicia brought list of activities she is organizing and announced a night dive at Nahant on Thursday.


MEMBERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Barry Rabinowitz is looking for three more people to join him and others in Cozumel in November.
GOT DRAWING for the dive on Saturday, September 3.  Winner is Ralph Cohn. Alternate is Shawn Cormier.
GUEST SPEAKERS – Dara Wald from NEAq was talking about the invasive species, their effect on environment and economy. She brought specimens and encouraged members to help monitoring 10 species that are on the list of Salem Sound Costal Watch. 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 45.
NEXT INFORMAL – will beheld on September 7 at home of Al and Wendy Bozza in Norfolk, MA. 
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, September 21.
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