
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY 18, 2006
Meeting held in the Cafeteria of the New England Aquarium.  This was a temporary location due to a meeting being held in the Immersion Theatre.
Officers attending: Anna Krowczynska, Rick Rosa, Scott Matey, Julia Cichowski, , Trish Katzman, Al Bozza., Val Feehan, John Feehan
Absent: Robert O’Neill, Steve Whitford, and Alicia Lenci
Meeting chaired by Rick Rosa. 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.
New members attending the meeting this month were Jeff Weinsburg(?) and Anna Cliffe, who hails from the UK.  Welcome to both of you!
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Janet returned from a very nice and inexpensive trip to Sharm-el Shiekh in the Sinai on the Red Sea; Barry just returned from some good diving in Florida where he saw a large spotted Eagle Ray; Irene and a friend recently returned from a dive trip on the Great Barrier Reef in Australia; John and Val recently took a trip down to Belize to the Turneffe Atoll and Lighthouse Reef, including a dive into the Blue Hole.
OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PRESIDENT:  Rick reminded everyone of the Sea Rovers conference in March of this year, to be held at the Fairmont Copley Hotel in Boston.  Volunteers are needed to man our booth for a few hours at a time.  A sign up sheet will be available at the next meeting, along with some discounted show tickets for purchase.

Also, at the IMAX there will be a sneak preview of the move “Deep Sea 3D” on February 27th for anyone who is interested.

Mike gave details for Rick on the Passion Plunge, run by the Special Olympics, to be held February 11.  Organizers are looking for 3-4 volunteers to help out at Revere Beach.  Volunteers would act as safety divers, and would need to be able to tolerate standing in chest deep winter water for up to 30 minutes.  See the web site for more information (http://www.passionplunge.org/).

Beth presented information on a film at the IMAX called “Ocean Men: Extreme Dive” which will be showing January 28th at 7PM

PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Al gave us a recap of the New Year’s Day dive in Jamestown RI.  There was a good group of people and the vis was the usual.  They enjoyed good food and a warm truck. 

Al also recapped the ski trip on January 6-9.  Everyone had a really good time, there were lots of fun activities and the facilities were really nice.  Next year’s trip will hopefully be in February at the same location.
Al also reminded us that mid-June is the Florida Shark Fossil Diving trip—specific dates to be announced;  the Great White Shark dive trip is on October 21-25, 2006. in California; the February informal will be at Al’s house; and the March informal  will be at Scott Matey’s house.
SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR: Anna wanted to let everyone know there will be a shore dive planning meeting in April (date to be announced).  Most likely everyone will be at Jose McIntyre’s.  Anna emphasized anyone can lead a shore dive, and you don’t even have to dive!

Anna will also be organizing a “Dive Drive” which is an opportunity to drive around the area and see where the various dive sites are, how to get to them, where to park, etc.  Anna will be looking this year to get write-ups on various dive sites (not just in MA!) so we can accumulate this information and make it available on our web site.   Finally, on 4/29 is the ORG Annual Fundraiser, at which Marty Snyderman will present “Sharks in the Wild”, and Jonathan Bird will present the first scenes from his new high definition film "Secrets of the Reef.".  The fundraiser will be held at the Nevins Hall at the Framingham Town Hall.  See their web site for further information.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Trish (via Rick) reminded everyone about temporary cards for members who want to participate in GOT raffle and don’t have their cards with them, or non-members who wish to join the club.
GOT DRAWING for the dive on Saturday, February 4th, 2006.  Winner is Miriam Levine Cohn.  Alternate is  ????
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Jenny, our Aquarium liaison, let us know the Aquarium is undergoing continuing renovations, so we may see various exhibits go off –line at different times.  Also, the next fish collection will be April 22-May 3rd to the Berry Islands in the Bahamas.  Cost is about $3500-$3800 and includes airfare, the collecting, food and lodging.  Jenny also sent along a grateful “thank you” from the Aquarium staff for all the donations they have received to help them out.
ANNUAL SHOW AND TELL: Jonathan Bird shared with us a slide show of his trip to the waters of British Columbia, land of the world's largest sea star, nudibranch, octopus and anemone (and those photos showed just how large they were!)  The slides depicted a very colorful underwater environment teeming with life.  Jonathan also had copies of some of his latest books available for sale. 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 45.
NEXT INFORMAL – will be held on Wednesday, February 1, 2006 at home of Al and Wendy Bozza in Norfolk, MA. 
NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, February 15, 2006.
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