MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY 15, 2006

Meeting held in the Immersion Theatre of New England Aquarium.

Officers attending: Rick Rosa, Alicia Lenci, Trish Katzman, Al Bozza., Val Feehan, John Feehan
Absent: Robert O’Neill, Steve Whitford, Anna Krowczynska , Scott Matey, Julia Cichowski
Meeting started by Al Bozza, chaired by Rick Rosa. 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

New members attending the meeting this month were Jim Ferrier, Rich Longmire, Daniel Kroeger, and Anika Zitzow.  Welcome to all of you!

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Folks mostly just diving the local sites in and around the North Shore.

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PRESIDENT:  Rick reminded everyone again of the Sea Rovers conference in March of this year, to be held at the Fairmont Copley Hotel in Boston.  Volunteers are still needed to man our booth for a few hours at a time.  A sign up sheet was available at the meeting, along with some discounted show tickets for purchase that Paula had.

Rick also made mention of the new member dives we have the 1st Saturday of every month.

Also, the March informal will be at Scott Matey’s house.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Al reminded us that: April is the white water rafting trip; mid-June is the Florida Shark Fossil Diving trip—there are 3 spots left, and the boat has been booked; August is the dive trip to Quebec; September is the trip to the Galapagos Islands (full); we also have the Tropical Fish Collection and Picnic in Rhode Island in September; October is the Great White Shark dive trip in California.  Upcoming trips in the works are a 2007 trip to Norway to snorkel with the Orcas, and Dominique in January of 2007.

Also mentioned after the Sea Rovers program and before the Film Festival all club members will be going to Bertucci’s for pizza.  All are welcome to join.

SHORE DIVE COORDINATOR: In Anna’s absence, Rick reminded everyone there will be a shore dive planning meeting on April 12th at Jose McIntyre’s.  There will be a door prize, courtesy of Rick.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Trish reminded everyone about temporary cards for members who want to participate in GOT raffle and don’t have their cards with them, or non-members who wish to join the club.

ENVIRONMENTAL DIRECTOR: Alicia reminded everyone of the upcoming Blue Lobster Bowl at MIT, held during the same weekend as Sea Rovers.  They are still looking for volunteers for runners, score keepers, time-keepers, etc.  You can split your time between Sea Rovers and the bowl, and have a great time doing so!  

Alicia also mentioned Earth Day is coming up in April and they’ll need volunteers.

GOT DRAWING for the dive on Saturday, March 11, 2006 (due to conflict with Sea Rovers and Blue Lobster Bowl).  Winner is Joy Marzolf.  Alternate is Rafael Del Razo.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Mike gave quick summary of the Passion Plunge, run by the Special Olympics, that was held February 11.  They had a good turnout, though we could stand to have more club members attending in the future.  

Paula gave a brief presentation on the upcoming Sea Rovers conference.  She had some brochures and also discount tickets available for anyone who was interested.

Sherry represented the Aquarium in Jenny’s absence.  She mentioned the spring collection trip was full.  However, they do have three spots left for the fall trip to the Bahamas.  See their web site for more details (http://www.neaq.org/whatsnew/index.html).

Sherry also mentioned they will soon have two new additions to the GOT—a pair of Coronet Fish!  These tropical fish are related to seahorses, look similar to a trumpet fish, and their coloring is a whitish background with bright turquoise spots.

SHOW AND TELL: Bob Michelson of the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary presented a workshop for folks to learn how to use the REEF Environmental Education Foundation's Northeast Fish Identification Program.
 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 35.

NEXT INFORMAL – will be held on Wednesday, March 1, 2006 at home Scott Matey and Priscilla Murphy in Weymouth, MA

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – Wednesday, March 15, 2006.


