MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, Augst 16, 2006
Meeting held in the Conference Center of New England Aquarium.
Officers Attending: Rick Rosa, Al Bozza, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Steve Whitford, Joy Marzolf
Officers Absent:  Scott Matey, Anna Maria Krowczynska, Julia Cichowski, Trish Katzman, Alicia Lenci,
Meeting chaired by Rick Rosa. 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We welcomed two more new members at this month’s meeting:  Jessica Burlingame

and Beverly.  
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Members have been everywhere this past month!  We had divers at Cat Island, Nubble Light, Plymouth, Kettle Island, Paddock Rock, Back Beach, and Egg Island.  Lots of stripers, spiny dogfish, and many other typical marine species have been observed, and the water is definitely warmer.  If you haven’t been out diving yet, we are in the peak of the season.  See our dive calendars and hook up with another club member and enjoy the water!  Let’s go diving!  

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PRESIDENT:  Rick announced as a reminder we have New Member dives the 4th Saturday of the month.  Any member (new or existing) who has not dove with us, or who hasn’t been in the water for a while should come on a new member dive—they’re set up to be easy dives, you’ll get to know us better, and you’ll have fun!  Contact Rick (president@neadc.org) for more info.  Our next new member dive is coming up this weekend (August 18th) at Nubble Light in York, Maine with Mike Whyte.  See our Dive Calendar for more info.  The next new member dive after Nubble Light will be led by Rick on August 26th, and it will be on the South Shore (location to be determined).
Refer back to the dive calendar, or contact Rick (president@neadc.org) for more information.

Also, please refer to our dive calendars online to see all the shore dives we have scheduled for this year.  There’s plenty of opportunity to get in some great diving with club members.

Jim Carozza is having his annual Lobster Palooza this upcoming Labor Day weekend.  See our website for the details, and send Jim an email if you plan on attending.  It’s always a great, fun event.
Again, please contact Rick (president@neadc.org) if you have any ideas about things you want the club to do, to change, or not do.  We welcome hearing new ideas from our members—that’s how we can help everyone enjoy the club to the fullest extent and keep it going!
PROGRAM DIRECTOR:  Al attended the recent Baystate Council meeting.  The topic was the attempted revival of the Dive Flag ordinance passed in 1993.  This ordinance was never enforced, and the Lobsterman’s association has revived the effort to start enforcing the ordinance in Gloucester.  An attorney has been hired by the Baystate Council to fight enforcement of the ordinance in court.  Estimated costs to fight this are around $4000, and they are accepting donations towards the legal fees.  Al will be posting more detailed information on the website and in the upcoming electronic newsletter, so please stay tuned. If you can, please send a donation to the legal fund to help fight this ordinance.

Al also reminded everyone of some of our upcoming events:
· Our Tropical Fish Count and Cookout is September 17th in Jamestown, RI.  This is a great opportunity to help collect tropical fish.  Nets and aerators are provided, and there will even be a seining net for kids to use to catch fish!  We’ll have fun, food, volleyball, music and also a raffle to benefit the Cotting School. 
· Our October club meeting is going to encompass a fundraiser for the Cotting School.  The meeting site will be changed for this meeting, and the guest presenter will be Jonathan Bird.  More information to follow—check the website.

· The club Holiday Party will be December 3rd in Burlington, MA.  More details will follow as the date gets closer.
· The Dominica trip has been scheduled for the last week in January 2007 (week long trip).  Talk to Al if you are interested in going.
· A club trip to Crystal River, Florida, to snorkel with the Manatees is being scheduled the end of February 2007
If you have any questions on these or any other upcoming events, please contact Al Bozza (programs@neadc.org).
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:  John announced the Seal Dive (formerly scheduled with Captain Rob’s on September 3rd) has been re-booked with a different outfit, but on the same day.  The outfit is Northeast Charter Boat Company out of Portsmouth,NH (http://www.northeastcharterboat.com/scuba.htm).  Time is to be confirmed, but the dive will be scheduled around low tide, so it most likely will be everyone must be at the boat before noon.  Check the website for a final confirmation in the next few days.  There was one spot left for this trip.
Also, the night dive originally scheduled for July that was rained out has been rescheduled to August 25, same outfit, same time.  This dive is already sold out!

If anyone has further interest in doing boat dives, please contact John so he can gauge the interest level.  If there’s enough interest, additional boat dives will be scheduled for the club.  Once a dive is scheduled, folks need to sign up as soon as they are announced in order to avoid having the dive cancelled due to lack of interest.

Contact John Feehan (boatdive@neadc.org) if you’re interested in doing a boat dive.

WEBMASTER:  Steve is thinking of organizing a trip to dive the U-853 off Block Island, and wanted to know if anyone would be interested before he tried booking a boat.  This is an advanced dive due to the depth of the sub.  If you are interested in diving this submarine, contact Steve as soon as possible at webmaster@neadc.org.  He’s hoping to schedule the trip for late September or October.
GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, September 2.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Tom Bergendahl


Alternate:  Jessica Burlingame
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Rick announced the next Eat and Greet is September 6th at the home of Charles Benoit.  Charles’ wife is of Greek and Italian descent, so Charles said there’s going to be plenty of food!  Come down and eat, greet other club members, and enjoy an informal presentation.  There are no more newsletters to fold, so this is just pure socializing and eating!  See our website for directions to Charles’ house, and plan to come and have a great time!
Dan Sprague is organizing a trip to the Grand Bahamas.  The Grand Bahamas Scuba operation was rated the best of the Bahamas dive operations in the latest issue of Scuba Diving Magazine.  Details about this great and inexpensive trip can be found on our website.  Contact Dan for further information or to sign up for the trip.


GUEST PRESENTATION:  Our guest speaker this evening was Ethan Gordon, editor of Fathoms Magazine.  Ethan's showed photos and talked about his recent assignment for Fathoms Magazine to Roatan, where he not only photographed dolphins, sharks & turtles, but he spoke of an incredible person by the name of Karl Stanley and his passion for not only the sea but also for inventing.  Karl invented and built his own submersible craft and named it Idabel.  Karl and Idabel take paying customers down to depths of 2000+ feet to witness the marine life, which includes jelly-head eels, strange lobsters and crabs, feather stars, isopods, sea lilies, and albino vase sponges.  Karl has a special passion for attracting and studying rare, six gill sharks, and passengers will most likely see these incredibly large marine animals on a trip down to the bottom of the sea.  The story of how Karl came to Roatan, and how he created Idabel is quite interesting, and worth a good read.  It will be featured in the October issue of Fathoms Magazine.  
Club members will receive a special club discount when they subscribe to Fathoms.  Information will be posted on the web site about how to get this subscription discount.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 35.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, September 20th, at 6:30 PM.  Our scheduled speaker is Andy Martinez!.  Please check back via our website for more details (http://www.neadc.org/lng_nxtmeet.html).  And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!
Meeting adjourned 8:25 PM.

