MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2006
Meeting held in the Conference Center of New England Aquarium.
Officers Attending: Rick Rosa, Al Bozza, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Steve Whitford, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski
Officers Absent:  Scott Matey, Anna Maria Krowczynska,  Trish Katzman, Alicia Lenci,
Meeting stared by Al Bozza, chaired by Rick Rosa. 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We welcomed several new members at this month’s meeting:  Chris, Gary, James,

Kevin, David.  Welcome to all of you!
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Members have continued to be actively diving this past month.  Dives included boat and shore dives to various sites on the North and South shores, including the Chester Polling, the Pug wreck, kayak diving off Cat Island, Folly Cove, Back Beach, Boston Harbor, Plymouth, and the travel locations of Galapagos Islands, Cancun, 1000 Islands (wreck diving), and of course, the GOT winner dive.  If you haven’t been out diving yet, we are still in the peak of the season.  See our dive calendars and hook up with another club member and enjoy the water!  Let’s go diving!  

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PRESIDENT:  Rick announced as a reminder we have New Member dives the 4th Saturday of the month.  Any member (new or existing) who has not dove with us, or who hasn’t been in the water for a while should come on a new member dive—they’re set up to be easy dives, you’ll get to know us better, and you’ll have fun!  Contact Rick (president@neadc.org) for more info.  
We are still working on the liaison issue with the New England Aquarium and are close to a resolution.  We really hope to have this issue wrapped up soon!

Again, please contact Rick (president@neadc.org) if you have any ideas about things you want the club to do, to change, or not do.  We welcome hearing new ideas from our members—that’s how we can help everyone enjoy the club to the fullest extent and keep it going!
PROGRAM DIRECTOR:  
We had a really great turnout at the club picnic / tropical fish hunt event on Sunday, September 17!  Over 80 people attended.  We had lots of fun, food, music and games.  Tropicals collected included a spotted grouper, damsel fish, a trunk fish, puffer fish, short big eye, butterfly fish, basslets, and a lookdown.  The most significant find was a pacific lionfish!  This is the first ever documented find of such a fish in New England waters.  It was found by new member, Chris Benoit.  Chris is a new diver, and this was only his 13th dive!  Way to go, Chris! 

Our October club meeting is going to encompass a fundraiser for the Cotting School.  The meeting site will be changed for this meeting, and the guest presenter will be Jonathan Bird.  More information to follow—check the website.

Reminder of other upcoming events for the club:

· There are still two spots left for the Great White Shark dive coming up.  If you are interested in these spots, please contact Al Bozza (programs@neadc.org) as soon as possible.

· The club Holiday Party will be December 3rd in Burlington, MA.  More details will follow as the date gets closer.

· Don’t forget!  We have the New Year’s Day dive—let’s have a good showing this time!  We’ll have a nice, warm truck and hot food and drink to stave off any hint of cold that day, so show up and do a dive!

· We are still planning the annual club ski trip for January.  We are waiting to hear if we have the rental of the house.  Check with Al if you want more information on the dates.

· The Dominica trip has been scheduled for the last week in January 2007 (week long trip).  Talk to Al if you are interested in going.
· A club trip to Crystal River, Florida, to snorkel with the Manatees is being scheduled the end of February 2007.  It will be combined with the Fossil Dive to Venice, Florida (week long trip for both).  You can elect to do both trips or only one if you wish. 
The Division of Marine Fisheries will hold hearings on Future Interstate Lobster Plan Amendments for Area 2 (Soutern Mass) Trap Transfer Reductions, and Area 2-specific V-notch Possession Rule.. Scheduled for September 25th (Gloucester) & 26th (New Bedford).  See our website for further details.
October 11th is the next public meeting for the dive flag ordinance.  This is an open meeting to the public about the Gloucester dive flag ordinance. This meeting will be held at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Natick at 7:30pm. Please try to attend this meeting.  It is important we have a good showing and make sure we can defeat this latest attempt to revive the ordinance.
PG Dive will be having their annual pumpkin carving contest (underwater) on October 29th. Check the PG Dive website for the details.  This is always a fun event!  
If you have any questions on these or any other upcoming events, please contact Al Bozza (programs@neadc.org).
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:  Unfortunately both our scheduled dives, the seal and the night dive, were cancelled again due to weather.  At this point it‘s getting too late in the year to reschedule, so members will receive a refund of their money at tonight’s meeting.  If you were not able to attend the meeting, please e-mail John at boatdive@neadc.org with your address so John can have a check mailed to you.
If anyone has further interest in doing boat dives for next year, speak up!  We’ll be picking dates and scheduling about six dives for next year.  It will be very important that people sign up for the dives as soon as they are announced, otherwise the dives will have to be cancelled due to lack of interest.

SECRETARY:  The new order of tank labels has arrived!  We now have a supply of about 500 labels. They are $1.50 each, so get your tank labels!  See Julia during the meeting if you wish to purchase some.

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, October 7.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Gary Dingman

Alternate:  Bob Munson
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Rick announced the next Eat and Greet is October 4th, 6:30PM at the home of Jim & Laura Stewart, 30 Parkerville Rd, Southborough MA.  Check our website for the driving directions.  Come and eat, greet other club members, and enjoy an informal presentation.  There are no more newsletters to fold, so this is just pure socializing and eating!  Plan to come and have a great time!  Bring some of your latest dive trip photos and slides to share with the group if you wish.
Dan Sprague:  is organizing a trip to the Grand Bahamas.  The Grand Bahamas Scuba operation was rated the best of the Bahamas dive operations in the latest issue of Scuba Diving Magazine.  Details about this great and inexpensive trip can be found on our website.  Contact Dan for further information or to sign up for the trip.

MaryHelen Shuman-Groh:  announced that Jim Carozza received an award for finding and turning in a striped bass tag that was originally launched on a bass off the coast of North Carolina late in 2004.  What a trip that fish has had!
Mary Helen also said the pacific lionfish found by Chris was the first ever documented in New England waters.  The University of Florida is currently analyzing data on the find. The fish was about 3”-4” long, a juvenile.  The fish is currently at the Seacoast Sciences Center in Rye, New Hampshire.  Some interesting facts about the Pacific Lionfish:  it has no natural enemies in our waters; its natural enemies in its native waters include only the coronet fish and some sharks.  The pacific lionfish stop eating at temperatures around 60 degrees; they will die in temperatures 50 degrees and below; they grow in size to between 15-18 inches.  The concern about these fish invading New England waters is that they eat anything, and could thus impact native fishing industries by eating all the fish frye in the waters, even if they can’t live through the winter.
Finally, Mary-Helen also announced there’s going to be an upcoming Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Stranding Response Workshop.  The meeting is going to be held October 14th, 2006 from 10am–1PM at the New England Aquarium Milk Street office (across from the main building on Central Wharf).  If you are planning on attending the workshop, please go to the front desk in the main building of the Aquarium and they will direct you where to go.  Also, you must RSVP to attend the workshop, to sbean@neaq.org by September 29th, 2006.
LESSON SHARED:  A member of the club was courageous enough to share his very recent experience with DCS.  The member was on a dive trip abroad.  He had various equipment issues, including a leaky BCD which he thought he had successfully repaired himself.  He also had a new video camera, and was thrilled to be able to videotape such abundant marine life.  One thing led to another on a deep, night dive and he ended up having to make an emergency ascent from 80-85 feet.  Once on the boat, he asked for oxygen.  This single act made a significant difference in what later transpired.  Unfortunately he experienced over the next day symptoms that indicated he had decompression sickness (DCS).  He was immediately sent to a doctor, who admitted him to a decompression chamber.  He received 3 separate treatments totaling 11 hours to treat his DCS.  He’s fine now, but he wanted to be able to share this experience with club members to instill these valuable lessons:
Don’t dive with equipment problems unless you know the equipment has been properly repaired;  pay attention when you dive and do not let other things distract you, like getting that awesome video or photo; dive your plan; always do your safety stop; if you think you need oxygen, ask for it; don’t ignore possible symptoms of DCS, seek treatment immediately.  And get your DAN Insurance!  It is so well worth the minimal cost.
We’re very glad this member is OK and was willing to share his experience.  Everyone always thinks “that will never happen to me” and this time, it did.  

GUEST PRESENTATION:  Our guest presenter had to cancel, so we ended up viewing two very interesting videos :  one on the dolphin diving (we have a club trip scheduled for 20076), and traveling and diving in Dominica (also a club trip scheduled for 2007).
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 35.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, October 18th, at 6:30 PM.  Our scheduled speaker is Jonathan Bird, who will be presenting some of his latest work in film.  Please check back via our website for more details (http://www.neadc.org/lng_nxtmeet.html).  And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!
Meeting adjourned 8:40 PM.

