MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2006

Meeting held in the Conference Center of New England Aquarium.

Officers Attending: Rick Rosa, Al Bozza, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Steve Whitford, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski, 

Officers Absent:  Scott Matey, Anna Maria Krowczynska, Trish Katzman, Alicia Lenci,

Meeting chaired by Rick Rosa. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We welcomed several new members at this month’s meeting:  Linda, Jeff, Rachel.  Welcome to all of you!  

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Even though the season is cooler, members are still diving.  We had members attend the PG Dive annual pumpkin dive; Dan took a very nice trip down to the Bahamas, Alan did some diving at Front and Back beaches; other members took dive vacations to Costa Rica and Bonaire; and there was some diving locally at Castle Rock in Marblehead.

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRESIDENT:  Our annual Holiday Party will be on Saturday, December 9th in Burlington, MA.  Tickets will be sold at the meetings (this general meeting and also at the next informal) for $25.00.  We will have lots of food, a DJ, and great fun, so please show your support and come celebrate the holidays with other club members.  Buy your tickets early so we can get an accurate head count for the foot and table setup.

The Baystate Council recently had their meeting.  Our website has been updated with the latest information regarding the dive flag ordinance issue, so take a look at the website for more information.

Alan Boudreau announced the date for the Boston Scuba Show will be Saturday, February 24, 2007.  Mark your calendars and be sure to plan on attending this fun and worthwhile event.

Again, please contact Rick (president@neadc.org) if you have any ideas about things you want the club to do, to change, or not do.  We welcome hearing new ideas from our members—that’s how we can help everyone enjoy the club to the fullest extent and keep it going!

PROGRAM DIRECTOR:  
Al announced we do have the tickets for the holiday party, which you can buy during the break and also at his house, which is where the next Eat and Greet will be held on Saturday, December 6, at 6:30 PM (see the website for directions to Al’s house).  

Also, for general meetings we have also started the 50/50 raffle, where members can purchase tickets for $1.00 each.  The raffle winner will get ½ of the proceeds and the other half goes to the Cotting School.

Al has also set up another raffle for a trip to Dominica in January 2008.  Those of you who bought tickets for the Aquarium collecting trip earlier this year (the raffle was cancelled by the Aquarium) can put those tickets towards this raffle, or if you’d rather get your money back you can speak to Al Bozza directly (programs@neadc.org).  If you don’t speak up, it will be assumed that you want to automatically have your tickets put into the Dominica raffle.  The drawing for the winner will take place in the fall of 2007.

Reminder of other upcoming events for the club:

· Don’t forget!  We have the New Year’s Day dive in Jamestown, RI.  Please come and show your support for this fun club event.  You don’t even have to dive if you don’t want to.   We’ll have a nice, warm truck and hot food and drink to stave off any hint of cold that day, so show up and do a dive if you dare!


· We are still planning the annual club ski trip for February instead of January.  We are waiting to hear if we have the rental of the house.  Check with Al if you want more information on the trip and the actual dates.
· The Dominica trip has been scheduled for the last week in January 2007 (week long trip.  The estimated cost (excluding airfare) is about $1145.  Contact Al to sign up for this incredible dive trip.
· A club trip to do shark teeth fossil diving in Venice, Florida, and snorkeling with the manatees in Crystal River, Florida is being scheduled for February 27 – March 3rd.  You can elect to do both trips, or you can do only one if you wish.  Again, talk to Al Bozza to get more information or to sign up.
GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, December 2nd.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Linda Hensel


Alternate:  James M. Greene

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Dan Sprague:  is organizing a trip to the Grand Bahamas again in February 2007.  The Grand Bahamas Scuba operation was rated the best of the Bahamas dive operations in the October issue of Scuba Diving Magazine.  Details about this great and inexpensive trip can be found on our website.  Contact Dan for further information or to sign up for the trip.

Nominations and New Officer Elections:

It was that time of year for officer elections for the board of the NEADC. The following individuals were nominated and elected as the 2007 board of the NEADC:

President:


Rick Rosa

Vice President:

  Uma Mirani 
Secretary:


Valerie Feehan

Business Manager:

Julia Cichowski

Shore Dive Coordinator:
(position open)

Boat Dive Coordinator:
John Feehan

Membership Director:
Trish Katzman

Programs Director;

Al Bozza

Webmaster:


Steve Whitford

Newsletter Editor:

Joy Marzolf

Environmental Affairs:
Alicia Lenci

If anyone wishes to fill the position of Shore Dive Coordinator, please step forward and speak to Rick Rosa (president@neadc.org).  This is an important position for our club, so please volunteer your time and show your support for our great club!

GUEST PRESENTATION:  Our guest presenter was Andy Martinez, who did a wonderful presentation on diving in St. Vincent.  St. Vincent is the largest of the Grenadine Islands, which are located off the coast of Africa.  The diving here is absolutely rich with unique marine life!  Many types of marine fish and animals are only found in St. Vincent.  Andy presented a slide show of wonderfully colorful wall and reef dives he has made there.  Andy has been doing Caribbean diving for nearly 35 years, and he has seen an abundance and variety of marine life.  While in St. Vincent, Andy usually hooks up with a dive outfit called Dive St. Vincent, and highly recommends them.  Diving in St. Vincent is unlike any other place you will go. The island environment is low key, friendly and not touristy like other dive destinations.

Andy pointed out that many of the marine species he photographs are indigenous to Africa and Portugal, and arrive in St. Vincent as larva that were caught in currents.  

We saw slides of a variety of crabs, blennies, shrimp, conger, eels, frogfish, seahorses, jawfish, flying gunards, flounder, lobster, and much more.  The photos really gave members a clear image of the spectacular diving environment in St. Vincent, and what a good dive outfit Dive St. Vincent is.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING:  around 30.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, Decmber  20th, at 6:30 PM.  This is our annual “show and tell”.  If you have some video and/or some photos you’d like to share with the rest of the club, please contact Al Bozza as soon as possible to get on the agenda.  We need to schedule folks to present rather than just have everyone show up with stuff to share.  And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

This is typically a shorter meeting since we all tend to go out to dinner afterwards.  Come along and join the fun!

Meeting adjourned 8:50 PM.

