MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
September 19, 2007
Officers Present:
Charles Benoit, Al Bozza, Julia Cichowski, Joy Marzolf, Uma Mirani, Rick Rosa, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh

Officers Absent:
John Feehan, Val Feehan, Steve Whitford, Anna K.
NEW MEMBERS/GUESTS - Cecil Dorman certified in April, Don certified in 03 has done 20-30 dives and looking to do more, just became a DVIT at NEAq; 

NEW MEMBERS DIVE - Saturday, September 21st, 9:00 a.m., Sandwich Town Beach or Hathaway’s Pond - contact Rick Rosa for meeting place on Route 3. president@neadc.org 
PUMPKIN DIVE 10/27/or 10/28 led by Steve Whitford in conjunction with PG Dive.  Contact Steve for details webmaster@neadc.org
TROPICAL FISH HUNT 09/30 at Fort Wetherill 9-4; 

OCTOBER EAT & GREET hosted by Uma Mirani on 10/03 at 6:30 p.m.  Watch website for directions.  Please RSVP so host will know how many to expect.  vicepresident@neadc.org
COAST SWEEP and MARINE CENTER OPEN HOUSE 10/06 at Nahant Marine Science Center.  Beach clean-up coordinated by Alicia Lenci.  Opportunity to dive, do shore clean-up, visit the Center FREE PARKING (no worry of towing!!!).  FREE Snacks and beverages for participants.  Gloves and bags provided.

CENTRAL DIVERS DINNER with STAN WATERMAN 10/26 at Devens.  Dinner and lecture.

NOVEMBER EAT & GREET on 11/07 will be held at a special event at HARPOON BREWERY.  Must RSVP to attend!!!

NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING will be rescheduled or cancelled as it is currently scheduled for 11/21 which is the evening before Thanksgiving.  TBA.

SEA ROVERS 2008 - March 6-8, 2008 at Fairmont Copley Plaza.  Club will have floor table again and looking for ideas and volunteers for displays and staffing.  Discount tickets available at February meeting.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING:  Joy Marzolf had another cage diving adventure 2 1/2 hours out of Falmouth with sightings of Makos, Mola Mola, FIVE LEATHERBACK TURTLES!!! that were observed eating jellies.
Tom Bergendhal held an intro to kayak diving in Marblehead and “scared away one diver” but our intrepid Anna Krowzynska says she’ll be back!

Mike Whyte reported on night dive at Brant Rock organized by Charlie Benoit.  Not a lot to see that particular night but it’s a great site and will be scheduled again.  A dozen divers came and went to Poopsie’s for burgers afterward.

Sean and Charlie found a new spot at Peggotty Beach.

Julia Cichowski just returned from a film shoot with Jonathan Bird in Malaysia.

Sean was in Cozumel after Hurricane Dean and the corals were very heavily sanded.  Found an octopus from its midden during the day so returned to the site at night to watch it come out.  Also did a cenote dive that was really good.
BAHAMAS TRIP being coordinated by Dan Sprague and Rick Rosa October 13-20, 2007.  Contact them for details.

NEAq LIAISON - Dan Laughlin in for Bill Murphy reported that the Aquarium has a new exhibit featuring ‘dangerous’ animals opening.  There was a tropical fish collection trip to Long Island in conjunction with Riverhead Aquarium.  Among fish collected are 10 coronet fish that they are looking forward to introducing to the GOT.  Recent report from the Aquarium President showed that there have been significant financial improvements.

BREAK

GOT DIVE WINNER:
Frank Delargy

ALTERNATE:
Dan Sprague

GUEST SPEAKER:  Joe Cavanaugh from REEF.  Joe was a member of NEADC from 95-96.

REEF is a non-profit organization with 35,000 members.  Last year 110,000 surveys were turned in.  REEF has only FOUR full-time staff members.  Joe talked about some of REEF’s projects including the Great Annual Fish Count.  The New England event organized by Bob Michelson and sponsored by NEADC was the largest single day event but it was also ONLY day of surveys for the entire northeast.  Joe talked about how divers can conduct surveys on every dive and turn them in to REEF.  He just finished a number of local surveys with the assistance of Holly Martel-Bourbon from DFW who also attended the meeting (many members know Holly from her many years as Senior Aquarium at NEAq).  Currently Northeast dive surveys are being sorted with Caribbean survey information and REEF hopes to change that soon.

One of the projects REEF recently worked on was surveying area reefs PRIOR to the sinking of an artificial reef.  The object of the project is to assess whether the artificial reef draws biomass away from existing habitat or whether it becomes a new habitat that increases the area biomass.  Such assessments had not been conducted on any of the prior sinkings.  One example shown was the Speigel Grove which has become a popular draw in the Florida Keys.  Among reasons given by advocates to create more artificial reefs is to prevent further damage to reefs by divers.  However, Joe noted that most damage to coral reefs is caused by new and inexperienced divers and that so far the artificial sites, especially the Speigel Grove, are at depths that require advanced diving status so the artificial reefs are not taking diving pressure off the coral reef system.
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