MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, February 21, 2007
Meeting held in the Conference Center of New England Aquarium.
Officers Attending:, Uma Mirani, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Steve Whitford, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski, Alicia Lenci
Officers Absent:  Rick Rosa , Al Bozza, Anna Maria Krowczynska, Trish Katzman.
Meeting chaired by Uma Mirani. 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We welcomed four new members at this month’s meeting:  Greg, Richard, Thomas, and one other individual.  Welcome to all of you!
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Even though it’s winter, we’re glad folks are still diving.  A number of members had a great time in Dominica—the weather was good, the land trips great, and the diving really good.  They had a lot of fun with Al Bozza!  Val and John, along with club members Anna Krowczynska and Jacki Kronenberg, took a trip down to Cozumel and also had a lot of fun and some really great drift dives.  If you’re interested in seeing what’s upcoming this year for diving, please see our dive calendars and hook up with another club member and enjoy the water!  Let’s go diving!  

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PRESIDENT:  For Rick, Uma announced as a reminder we have New Member dives the 4th Saturday of the month.  Any member (new or existing) who has not dove with us, or who hasn’t been in the water for a while should come on a new member dive—they’re set up to be easy dives, you’ll get to know us better, and you’ll have fun!  Contact Rick (president@neadc.org) for more info.  
Also, there are now two board positions opening up:  Environmental Coordinator and Membership coordinator.  Both individuals currently holding these positions are unable to meet the regular meeting demands this year, and so have decided to step down to allow other individuals to fill these positions.  We are now accepting nominations for these two positions, and will have a special election at next month’s meeting.  Currently nominated for Environmental is Mary Helen Shuman-Groh, and currently nominated for Membership is Charles Benoit.  If anyone feels they would like to step in and volunteer their time on the board filling one of these positions, or if you know someone who would be willing to step up to volunteer in one of these positions, please contact any board member to present your nomination.
Again, please contact Rick (president@neadc.org) if you have any ideas about things you want the club to do, to change, or not do.  We welcome hearing new ideas from our members—that’s how we can help everyone enjoy the club to the fullest extent and keep it going!
Sea Rovers is coming up March 3 and 4.  NEADC will again have a booth this year, and we are looking for volunteers to help set it up, man it, and also take it down after Sea Rovers is over. There will be a signup sheet on the front table tonight. Please volunteer your time to help the club.  If you cannot sign up tonight but wish to do so next week, contact Al Bozza and let him know you’d like to help.
Survey on BVI – Uma was contacted by a student at Brandeis University who is conducting a study on tourism in the British Virgin Islands.  The survey will take about 15 minutes to complete, and will help answer important questions about why people currently visit the BVI and what may make them visit there in the future.  Uma received a draft of the survey, and the final version will be available shortly for club members to take.  More about the survey and when it will be available will be posted on the website or mentioned at the next general meeting.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR:  
Al Bozza is on vacation this week.  Please see the calendar on our website to learn of upcoming events after Sea Rovers.

Environmental Coordinator:  Alicia mentioned that while she was stepping down from her current position after 7 years, she would not be leaving the club.  She will continue to be an active member, coordinating and running several events this year as she has done in past years.  Alicia will be glad to offer to help the club in environmental issues as needed, and looks forward to her continued participation at club events.
WEBMASTER:  We have a new events calendar on the website, so please take a few minutes to look at it and keep checking regularly to keep up with all the events the club will have this year.!

SECRETARY:  We still have some shirts and hats.  Shirts are $25.00 and hats are $15.00.  They will be on sale throughout the meeting tonight and also at Sea Rovers.

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, March3.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Sheilah Hoelscher

Alternate:  John Lyons
Happy diving with Mrytle the turtle!

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Bob Michaelson announced the Great Annual Fish Count this year will be on July 28th.  The NEADC has graciously stepped up to help sponsor the event this year for Bob.  We need all sorts of folks to volunteer to:  coordinate shore dives—you do not have to dive—to count fish, to help set up the event, and also clean up after it’s over.  
The event will take place at Stage Fort Park in Gloucester, MA, and shore dives will be all along Cape Ann and North up to Nubble Light in York, ME.  There will be a lunch at Stage Fort Park, along with some really great raffle prizes!  One of the grand prizes is a trip for two to Bonaire—includes a 7 day stay at the Golden Reef Inn (does not include airfare).  Please speak to any board member to let them know you either want to coordinate a dive or participate in one, or help setup or clean up.  Help make this event even more successful that last year!

GUEST PRESENTATION:  Bob Michaelson, Lionfish and Other Invasive Species.

Bob started off by mentioning the capture of a Pacific Red Lionfish at the club’s tropical fish hunt and picnic in Rhode Island last year.  This was the first ever documented sighting and capture of such a fish in New England waters, and it was caught by club member and new diver Chris Benoit.  Bob, along with Chris Benoit and his uncle, Charles Benoit, told Chris’s story. The story made headlines in local news and newspapers, and a complete write up of the historical event appears in the January/February issue of Alert Diver (article written by Bob Michaelson).  

The fish is a juvenile red lionfish. At the time of capture, the fish was only about one inch long. It is now about 3 inches long and doing very well.  The red lionfish is on display at the Seacoast Science Center in Rye, NH.  If you have not visited the Seacoast Science Center, it’s well worth the trip!
The lionfish has become in invasive species, inhabiting waters off the east coast from Florida to North Carolina, New York, and now New England.  With no known predators of the lionfish, there is concern over what impact these fish may have on local waters should they begin to stay here and thrive.

Bob also discussed other types of invasive species in New England waters, and the need for us in the diving community to step up and start taking notice—do more fish counts and invasive species counts for REEF!  We really need New England divers to become much more active in taking regular fish counts and also in looking for and recording the existence and count of invasive species in our waters.  There are some websites people can visit for more information on invasive species:

http://seacostsciencecenter.org
http://www.neadc.org/invasives.html
http://www.salemsound.org/mis/misid.htm#ID
http://massbay.mit.edu/exoticspecies/hitchhikers/
http://massbay.mit.edu/exoticspecies/
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 30
NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, March 21st.  Please check back via our website for more details:

(http://www.neadc.org/lng_nxtmeet.html).  
And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!
Meeting adjourned 8:25 PM.

