MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, March  21, 2007
Meeting held in the Cafe of New England Aquarium.
Officers Attending: Rick Rosa , Al Bozza, Anna Maria Krowczynska, Uma Mirani, John Feehan, Val Feehan,
Officers Absent, Trish Katzman, Steve Whitford, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski, Alicia Lenci
Meeting chaired by Rick Rosa 
This meeting was held in tandem with the Lowell Lecture Series presentation by Brian Skerry.  First was the presentation by Brian, followed by the NEADC general meeting.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We welcomed many new members this month:  Colin Dougherty, Larry Davie, Michael Prang, Wally Westfall, Greg Braun, Frank & Jessica Delargy.  Welcome to all of you!
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

The members are diving still!  We had divers in the waters of Bonaire, Florida (for manatee diving), and some local sites on Cape Ann.  As always, if you’re interested in seeing what’s upcoming this year for diving, please see our boat and shore dive calendars and hook up with another club member and enjoy the water!  Let’s go diving!  

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PRESIDENT:  As a reminder we have New Member dives the 4th Saturday of the month.  Any member (new or existing) who has not dove with us, or who hasn’t been in the water for a while should come on a new member dive—they’re set up to be easy dives, you’ll get to know us better, and you’ll have fun!  Contact Rick (president@neadc.org) for more info.  
We held a special election to vote in two new board members for open positions:  Charles Benoit was voted in as Membership Coordinator, and Maryhelen Shuman-Groh was voted in as Environmental Coordinator.  As stated at last month’s meeting both individuals who were previously holding those positions were unable to meet the regular meeting demands and decided to step down to allow other individuals to fill these positions.

The DUI Rally is coming up at Stage Fort Park this May 5-6. Tickets can be purchased ahead of time for a discount price of $8.00, otherwise the cost is $13 at the event.  

The Great Annual Fish Count is scheduled this year for July 28th at Stagefort Park.  If you would like to participate in this event, whether it be doing a dive to count species, to help coordinate sites, help setup and break down, please let any officer know as soon as possible.  It would be great to get member’s help with such an important annual event.

Again, please contact Rick (president@neadc.org) if you have any ideas about things you want the club to do, to change, or not do.  We welcome hearing new ideas from our members—that’s how we can help everyone enjoy the club to the fullest extent and keep it going!
PROGRAM DIRECTOR:  
Al mentioned Marty Snyderman will be our guest speaker for the April general meeting, the date of which has been changed to Monday, April 23rd.  Please make a note of this date change.  The meeting date was moved due to a conflict with room resources.
Also, a white water rafting trip is being scheduled for the club, and the dates will be posted soon on the club website.

Don’t forget!!!! We’re having a raffle to win a 7 day trip to Dominica in January 2008.  Raffle tickets are $10 each and can be purchased at any club event.  The drawing for the prize will be held in the fall.  All proceeds from the raffle go to support the Cotting School.

Environmental Coordinator:  There will be a club whale watch scheduled for Sunday, April 29th.  Attendees will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Central Wharf in front of the Whale Watch kiosk on the Aquarium Plaza.  The boat departs 10:00 a.m. sharp, and returns between 1-2:00 p.m.

Tickets are: Adults - $29.35; Children (under 18) - $21.95 (children must be at least 3 yrs. old and 30" tall); and must be paid with reservation.  You must make a reservation ahead of time to go on the watch.

If you are interested in going, please send an e-mail to Maryhelen (environmental@neadc.org) and let her know. We need to get a head count prior to the event.  We hope you can come!
SECRETARY:  We still have some shirts and hats.  Shirts are $25.00 and hats are $15.00.  They will be on sale throughout the meeting tonight and also any upcoming meetings and club events.
Other Announcements: Mike Whyte announced that on the Boston Channel.com there’s a video about the weighing of Myrtle the turtle.  She came in at 560 lbs!  It’s been quite a while since Myrtle was weighed, so this was a big event.
Dan Laughlin of the NEAQ introduced Aaron, who is temporarily replacing Marla, our former temporary liaison.  Marla has left the NEAQ for another position, and Aaron will be taking her place until we get a permanent liaison assigned.

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, April 7th.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Alan Budreau

Alternate:  Pete Kaplon
Happy diving with Mrytle the turtle!

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 42
NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Monday, April 23rd
NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE!!!  Please check back via our website for more details:

(http://www.neadc.org/lng_nxtmeet.html).  
And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!
Meeting adjourned 8:55 PM.

