MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, April 23, 2007
Meeting held in the Harborside Learning Center.
Officers Attending: Rick Rosa , Al Bozza, Uma Mirani, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Steve Whitford, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Chas Benoit
Officers Absent:  Anna Maria Krowczynska
Meeting chaired by Rick Rosa 
This meeting was held in tandem with the Lowell Lecture Series presentation by Marty Snyderman on “Sharks in the Wild”.. First was the presentation by Marty, followed by the NEADC general meeting.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

Once again, we welcomed a number of new members this month:  Brad Roscoe, Steve, and Nocholas Bolt.  A BIG welcome to all of you!  We’re glad you decided to join our club.
WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

The local dive season around here for most folks is just starting.  Val and John have been doing local COLD water diving at Back Beach and Old Garden Beach.  Steve did a dive at Back Beach as well.  Others have still been opting for warmer waters--Joy just returned from a long trip in the Maldives where she dove with whale sharks and had a great time.  Uma just got back from a trip at Tiger Beach in the Bahamas, where she dove with tiger and lemon sharks (brave girl!).  Rick and Dan Sprague just got back from a very successful trip down to Venice beach to hunt for shark teeth, and they came back with a few of the really large ones—nice stuff, guys!  Hey everyone, let’s go diving!  

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PRESIDENT:  As a reminder we have New Member dives the 4th Saturday of the month.  Any member (new or existing) who has not dove with us, or who hasn’t been in the water for a while should come on a new member dive—they’re set up to be easy dives, you’ll get to know us better, and you’ll have fun!  Contact Rick (president@neadc.org) for more info.  
Our annual Shoredive Planning meeting is Monday, April 29th in downtown Boston, at 265 Franklin Street on the 14th floor. Free Chinese food, so come and eat and put yourself on the calendar to lead a dive!  See our website for directions on how to get to Franklin Street.

The Great Annual Fish Count is scheduled this year for July 28th at Stagefort Park.  If you would like to participate in this event, whether you want dive to count species, help coordinate sites, or help setup and break down the event, please let any officer know as soon as possible.  It would be great to get members’ help with such an important annual event.   In fact, we will be having our first GAFC committee meeting at the Shore dive planning meeting!  If you wish to be a part of this committee and help the club with the logistics of this worthwhile event, please plan on attending the meeting.  If you can’t make the meeting, please send an e-mail to Al Bozza (programs@neadc.org) and let him know you want to help with the GAFC event.  

The DUI Rally is coming up at Stage Fort Park this May 5-6. Tickets can be purchased ahead of time for a discount price of $8.00, otherwise the cost is $13 at the event.  

Our annual Dry Dive is scheduled for May 19th, and will be lead by our shore dive coordinator, Anna Krowczynska. If you would like to take a tour to find out where all the dive sites are location on Cape Ann, how you get to them, where you park, the best point of entry, and other dive site details, come join in the Dry Dive.
Again, please contact Rick (president@neadc.org) if you have any ideas about things you want the club to do, to change, or not do.  We welcome hearing new ideas from our members—that’s how we can help everyone enjoy the club to the fullest extent and keep it going!
PROGRAM DIRECTOR:  
Al mentioned a white water rafting trip is being scheduled for the club, and the dates will be posted soon on the club website.  We will have two different types of rafting, one for those who seek a little challenge, and one for families with children who want a safe but fun ride.
Don’t forget!!!! We’re having a raffle to win a 7 day trip to Dominica in January 2008.  Raffle tickets are $10 each and can be purchased at any club event.  The drawing for the prize will be held in the fall.  All proceeds from the raffle go to support the Cotting School.  You can purchase these tickets at any event, or your can send an e-mail to Al Bozza (programs@neadc.org) to find out how to purchase via the mail.
We are forming a committee of representatives from each of the area dive clubs to share event information with each other and foster cross-club participation in various dive-related events.  It is hoped we can build up the local interest in participation at dive clubs and participation in diving and dive events, the levels for all having fallen off in recent years.

ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR:  Maryhelen reminded everyone there will be a club whale watch scheduled for Sunday, April 29th.  Attendees will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Central Wharf in front of the Whale Watch kiosk on the Aquarium Plaza.  The boat departs 10:00 a.m. sharp, and returns between 1-2:00 p.m.  Tickets are: Adults - $29.35; Children (under 18) - $21.95 (children must be at least 3 yrs. old and 30" tall); and must be paid with reservation.  You must make a reservation ahead of time to go on the watch.  If you are interested in going, please send an e-mail to Maryhelen (environmental@neadc.org) and let her know. We will need to get a final head count prior to the event.  We hope you can come!  It looks like we’re going to have about 60 people, so come and join the fun!
A reminder the Bay State Council is having their annual Treasure Hunt on Sunday, 

May 20th.  This is a fun event which starts at State Fort Park in Gloucester.  See the URL below from Google Calendar for more information about this annual event.

(http://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=MG1mdTNrMmkzOHZxNmdiMGhjNTFjNnJmbWcgd2VibWFzdGVyQG5lYWRjLm9yZw&ctz=America/New_York)

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:  We have quite a few boat dives scheduled for this year!  The most urgent need is to fill an upcoming dive for the Port Hunter on May 6th.  Contact John (boatdive@neadc.org) to sign up.  Other dives currently scheduled include June 16th with the Boston Harbor Diving (location TBD), July 22nd Seal Dive, and other dives. Please see our website for the full schedule.
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR:  Chas mentioned we are trying to get all our members to update their information.  We have about 1/3 of the members who do not have an e-mail address listed.  It is so important to provide an e-mail address!.  With hout the e-mail address on file, you will not be advised of upcoming events, you will not receive our newsletter which is now in electronic format, and you will not be notified your membership needs to be renewed!  You’ll miss out on a lot of fun stuff, so please take some time to go to the website and make sure you membership info is current.  Oh, and you’ll miss receiving our mid-year big paper newsletter due to be sent out to all members in June of this year!!!!     Thank you.
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Joy reminded everyone we will be publishing our mid-year paper version of the club newsletter.  Any submissions need to be received by Joy no later than May 21st for inclusion.  We are also accepting ads by dive shops and other dive-related businesses:  ¼ page ads are free, ½ page ads are $50, and a full page ad is $100.  Please submit your formatted ads to Joy, with a check if it’s a paid ad, before the May 21st deadline. If we have to format your ad to make it fit, we will have to charge you a fee.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The North Shore Frogmen’s Club will be having Faith Ortins of DUI as their guest speaker on May 3, 2007.  She will be in town for DUI Demo Days, and will give a presentation on her trip to the Galapagos Islands.  Anyone is welcome to attend the presentation.  You can meet Faith at 7PM at the Franco American Club, 44 Park Street, Beverly, MA.  Supper will be available for $5.00. 
GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, May 5th.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Julia Cichowski

Alternate:  Al Bozza
Happy diving, Julia!
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 44
NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, May 16th, 2007, 7:00 p.m.  It will be held at the Harborside Learning Center. The guest speaker will be Ethan Gordan!
And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!
Meeting adjourned 9:00 PM.

