MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, June 20, 2007
Meeting held in the Conference Center of New England Aquarium.
Officers Attending:, Rick Rosa, Uma Mirani, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Charlie Benoit, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Joy Marzolf, 
Officers Absent:  Al Bozza, Anna Maria Krowczynska, Steve Whitford, Julia Cichowski
Meeting chaired by Rick Rosa.
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS.

We welcomed some new members and some prospective members at this month’s meeting:  Jared and Megan, who are potential new members and new to the Boston area and to cold water diving (you two picked the right area for some awesome cold water diving!); Shelly, another prospective member; Marcus, a new member, and Felix, a prospective member.  We are glad prospective members decide to attend our meetings and see what our club is like. We invite you to join us on a dive as well!
Welcome to all!

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Plenty of folks are out diving as the season is fully underway.  Members did trips to the Bahamas on live aboards; one member when to dive in Italy off the Malta coast, where they described the environment as filled with intensely colored corals, nudibranchs, and tunicates—beautiful!  Another member made a dive trip to Dominica, and would highly recommend the trip to other club members.  There was also lots of local diving at Folly Cove, Back Beach, and Stage Fort Park.  Members also participated in a boat dive with Boston Harbor Diving.  The dive was nice and easy, and the entire boat trip was slow-paced and relaxing.  Other local diving included Jamestown, RI with “Save the Bay” eelgrass planting dives; Marshfield, and Minot Lighthouse.  Some members ventured to the California coast to dive in the Channel Islands.  Guess we don’t need to say it, but we will anyway--let’s go diving!  

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:
PRESIDENT:  As a reminder we have New Member dives the 4th Saturday of the month.  Any member (new or existing) who has not dove with us, or who hasn’t been in the water for a while should come on a new member dive—they’re set up to be easy dives, you’ll get to know us better, and you’ll have fun!  Contact Rick (president@neadc.org) for more info.  
Gloucester Dive Flag law – council has decided to uphold the current law which says every diver must carry their own flag.  See the website for more details.  

There was an article in the Boston Globe about some local firefighters who took undersized lobsters.  The NEADC wrote a letter to the editor of the Globe as a respose to some comments made in the article.  See our website for a link to both the article and our club’s response.

The GAFC (Great Annual Fish Count) sponsored by Reef and this year the NEADC will be held on Saturday, July 28th at Stagefort Park.  We need all members to help make this event even better this year.  Please come and make a dive to count fish and other species, and then meet back at Stage Fort Park for lunch and the raffle.  See the website for more details.  T-shirts for the event will be sold, get them while you can, they will be in hot demand!  Also, you do not have to dive to participate in this event!  We need help with the setup and breakdown, and help during the raffle distributing the prizes, so come and show your support any way you can, and it would be much appreciated.
Again, please contact Rick (president@neadc.org) if you have any ideas about things you want the club to do, to change, or not do.  We welcome hearing new ideas from our members—that’s how we can help everyone enjoy the club to the fullest extent and keep it going!
PROGRAM DIRECTOR:  
Please see the calendar on our website to learn of upcoming events after Sea Rovers.

ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR:  Maryhelen showed some environmentally friendly products—plates, cups, bowls, and utensils—the club will begin using to show its support for helping to protect the environment.  The products are made from the by-products of sugar cane and are biodegradable.  These products will also be available for sale to club members, so speak to Maryhelen if you want to place an order through the club. The larger the order we place, the better the discount which can be passed along to members who purchase these items for their own use.  See the website for more information on these products, or contact Mayhelen directly at environmental@neadc.org.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR:  Charlie mentioned the club is still in the process of trying to get everyone’s contact information current.  If you have not been receiving any communications from the club, it may be we do not have your current e-mail address or phone number!  Contact Charlie, or better yet visit the NEADC website and update your membership information—you are missing out on some valuable club messages and announcements!

We are also looking for club members to act as liaisons with local dive shops.  If you frequent a dive shop in your area and would not mind being a club contact for the shop, we’d appreciate your help.  Please contact Charlie (membership@neadc.org) and let him know the dive shop for which you’d like to be a club liaison.  We are really trying to strengthen our ties with area dive shops to assist them and our members with their diving needs, and keep local dive shops and their customers aware of events involving the NEADC.
GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, July 7th.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Chris Kelly

Alternate:  Jim Carozza
Happy diving with Mrytle the turtle!

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Jim’s Carozza’s annual Lobster Palooza is happening the same weekend at the GAFC.  Jim will be leading a dive at Pebble Beach, and the crew from Laurel Divers in Pennsylvania will be here to join in the event.  There will be a group dinner and other shore dives as part of the “Palooza”, so feel free to contact Jim if you want to learn more (james.carozza@bos.frb.org).
GUEST PRESENTATION:  Joy Marzolf showed some photos from her trips down to Venice, Florida for the manatee snorkeling and fossil tooth diving, and photos from a trip to Tiger Beach in the Bahamas for shark diving.  Ryan Hunter, an NEADC member and the 2007 Scali Intern, showed some hi-definition video he shot while diving the GOT.  Both very nice presentations!  Thanks Ryan and Joy for filling in on such short notice.
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 42
NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, July 18th, 2007.  Please check back via our website for more details:

(http://www.neadc.org/lng_nxtmeet.html).  
And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!
Meeting adjourned 8:40PM.

