MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2007

Meeting held in the Conference Center

Officers Attending: Rick Rosa , Uma Mirani, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Charlie Benoit, Steve Whitford, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh

Officers Absent:  Al Bozza, Anna Maria Krowczynska,  Joy Marzolf Julia Cichowski

Meeting chaired by Rick Rosa 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS:

This month we welcomed Guido, who recently moved to the Boston area and is a new diver, Meg, who is also a new diver, and Chris, who has been diving for about 3 years.  Welcome to all of you, and we look forward to diving with you!

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

It's been a busy month!  We had divers at the Pug Wreck, Halfway Rock, the Crane wreck (which is most beautifully decorated in all sorts of marine life); Ryan Hunter just got back from Michigan where he did some wreck diving, and before that he was in Costa Rica (and, yes, he did see those hundreds of hammerhead sharks!); Steve had a really good dive at the Isle of Shoals and encountered a really playful seal; Ralph went on the club's boat dive to the Isle of Shoals with Northeast Charter Boat and said it was really great, the charter outfit was a very nice operation; he also did some diving with Jonathan Bird at Hobash Island with whale sharks that was awesome; Val and John Feehan did four days of fantastic diving up in Eastport, Maine and highly recommend it, then came back and did some dives at Bass Rocks; Charlie did a few nice dives up at Nubble Light; Shawn Cormier did a few dives off Long Island in Boston Harbor (work related); Barry and Angela were in Bermuda where Barry did some great wreck dives on the USS Constellation and the Montana; and Dan and Rick got in some nice long dives at Pebble Beach.  Keep diving everyone! 

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRESIDENT:  As a reminder we have New Member dives the 3rd Saturday of the month.  Any member (new or existing) who has not dove with us, or who hasn’t been in the water for a while should come on a new member dive—they’re set up to be easy dives, you’ll get to know us better, and you’ll have fun!  Contact Rick (president@neadc.org) for more info.  The upcoming new member dive is August 18th with club member Mike Whyte.  This is a wonderful dive and Mike gives a great underwater tour, so join him if you can!

In September, the new member dive will be led by Rick and will take place on the South Shore.  If you want to be a part of that dive, contact Rick to find out more details (president@neadc.org).

A reminder:  we have very active shore dive and boat dive programs.  There are currently calendars on the website that members can check to find a date/place/buddy to dive with.  We are always looking for members to lead a dive.  You do not actually have to dive to lead a dive, you can just be the coordinator.  If you want to lead a dive, contact Anna (shoredive@neadc.org) and let her know you want to volunteer to lead a dive.

The Great Annual Fish Count was a tremendous success!  We broke the record for the number of divers and the number of surveys completed.  We gave away a ton of great prizes, and everyone had a lot of fun.  

The club is having a photo contest—see our website for more details. Any entries (non-professional only, non-published) can be sent to newsletter@neadc.org.  Finalists will be chosen at the club picnic, speaking of which...

The Tropical Fish Hunt/club picnic is this September 30th at Fort Wetherill in Rhode Island.  Remember last year we found the Pacific Lionfish—what will it be this year?  Come and be the diver to find out!  We'll have plenty to do for divers and non-divers, and some of our special guests include Jonathan Bird and Ethan Gordon.  We'll also be announcing the results of our club photo contest! 

We are still looking for members to volunteer to help out at this event.  This is our biggest event of the year.  We will have a number of special guests this year, including Jonathan Bird, giving presentations.  Please contact Al  (programs@neadc.org) to sign up for the committee for this event.  We could use the help and the support, as this is such a big club event.

BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR:  We have had a number of great boat dives scheduled this year, and we have managed to fill them all.  We will be booking trips for 2008 in early April.  If you want to go, you need to sign up early otherwise we cannot get a boat reserved.  A lot of folks have waited until the last minute to sign up and have been disappointed that the charter is full.  

Check the website (http://www.neadc.org/divecal_neadc_b.html) for the latest info on the boat dives for the club.

If you have a suggestion of a location for a boat dive, please feel free to send John an e-mail (boatdive@neadc.org) and share it with him!

ENVIRONMENTAL:  Maryhelen announced that for the GAFC event we used our compostable, biodegradeabgle plates, bags, and utensils and  proved that you can really cut down on the amount of waste that has to go into a landfill.  We had very minimal actual trash in spite of the number of people attending the event, and the City of Gloucester was pretty impressed.  If you are a club member and want to find out about purchasing some of these supplies for yourself, contact Maryhelen (environmental@neadc.org) to find out about placing an order.  These items are for sale to club members at pretty good prices.

SECRETARY:  We do have club polo shirts and also GAFC shirts for sale, as well as tank stickers, hats and water bottles.  For shirts, we only have for sale what is currently on hand.  At this time we cannot place an additional order until we are able to sell all that we have to cover our costs.  And there are no longer any XXL sizes left, sorry!

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR:  Reminder, if you do not yet have your membership card and you want to be part of the GOT dive raffle, come get a temp card.  Your membership must be verified in order to participate in the raffle.  Also, we have dive flag stickers for your cards.  These stickers will show you are a member of the Dive Club.

Also, Charlie is having/leading his annual dives at Brant Rock.  This is a fantastic dive with great parking and easy entry.  He'll be doing two dives, a dusk dive and then a night dive, and then if folks want to, everyone will go out for food and drinks afterwards.  The dives will be Friday, August 24th, and you just meet at Brant Rock.  Contact Charlie for more information and to let him know you'll be coming (membership@neadc.org). Hope you can make it, we had a great turnout last year!

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, September 1st.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Steve Whitford


Alternate:  Michael Prange

Happy diving, Steve!  Finally a winner instead of an alternate!

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Dan Sprague is leading a dive trip to the Grand Bahamas this fall.  He has organized/made this trip for a number of years, and it's always a great trip.  The diving is through the Ocean Reef Yaht Club and is both reef and wrecking diving.  There are still some spots available.  The costs are your airfare, $225 for room and $257 for a 10 dive package, so it works out to be a pretty inexpensive trip.  Contact Dan Sprague (Dsprague64@comcast.net) to get more information.

GUEST SPEAKER:  Don Whitehead, Wrecks and Rocks of Boston Harbor

Don presented photos and information about dives he has made with Boston Harbor Diving (Jim Sullivan and Pat), to the wrecks of the Romance, City of Salisbury, Kiowa, and the Barges, as well as locations such as Gray's Light, Inner, Middle and Outer Brewster Islands, Shagg rocks.  He gave interesting history about these sights and showed photos of the dives and what the marine and plant life was like.  Very interesting and informative, especially for those who have not yet made dives in and around Boston Harbor.  He highly recommended Boston Harbor Diving for these trips.  They made the diving easy and effortless, the boat was very comfortable, and the crew outstanding!

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 35

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, September 19th, 2007, 6:30 p.m.  It will be held at the Harborside Learning Center. Check our website in the upcoming days to hear who the guest speaker will be.

And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:40 PM.

