MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, October 17, 2007

Meeting held in the Conference Center

Officers Attending:  Al Bozza, Uma Mirani, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Charlie Benoit, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski

Officers Absent:  Rick Rosa, Anna Maria Krowczynska, Steve Whitford, 

Meeting chaired by  Charlie Benoit

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS:

This month we welcomed Barry, who was just certified  Welcome and we look forward to diving with you!

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Ah, the season is still upon us!  Jessica and Frank just got back from a trip to Bonaire, and had some fun with “Charlie the Tarpon” (perhaps helping him acquire a nightly snack?).  Jim Carozza did a trip to Negril, Jamaica, to dive wrecks--the vis was a great 60-80 feet.  Charlie attended the Coastal Sweep at Canoe Beach.  Water was a warm 64 degrees, at the Chimneys it was 54 degrees, and the vis was about 10ft.  Bill dove up in Eastport and Lubec where the water temp was a typical 48.  He saw a lump fish in some mooring chains and also red fish.  Vis there was about 25 feet.   Keep diving everyone, the season is still good for New England, and the vis just gets better this time of year.

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PROGRAMS:  Al announced that the winner of the raffle was Diane Kelleher. Diane wanted to donate her trip back to the Cotting School. Al has informed the Cotting School and she should be receiving a very nice thank you letter from them. As a result we have started another raffle for the Dominica trip-this one is for Jan 09. 

Tropical Fish Hunt was a big success, we had very good attendance and had 9 other dive clubs represented at the event!  There will be a formal write-up including the details on how much money was raised in the next newsletter.  Al let everyone know there was a small write-up about the event in a Jamestown newspaper.  For next year, many people said they would prefer to have the event earlier in the month, so there may be a date change considered for next year's event.  

The November meeting will be held on the 4th Wednesday of the month (November 28th) due to the Thanksgiving holiday.  The scheduled speaker will be Alan Boudreau (tentative).  

The Cotting School has Basketball games on Friday evenings.  Al will be attending one of these games in November and would like to know if anyone would like to join him.  Al has a friend who will be getting a signed basketball from one of the Celtics and Al will be bringing it with him to a game.  The Cotting School is in Lexington, MA and directions can be obtained from their website: http://www.cotting.org/directions.html 

The NEW CATCH THE WAVE PROGRAM has started.  This is a multi-club/dive shop networking program designed to disseminate important information and events between clubs and shops though out New England. One of the new parts of the program will be to create a master calendar that will help clubs and dive shops schedule events and be informed about upcoming events. Clubs and shops can plan events without conflicting with other clubs--hopefully gaining better attendance because their isn't a conflicting event taking place at the same time. 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Our Manatee/fossil dive trip is tentatively being scheduled for the week of February 26 – March 3, 2008.  We are trying to work out the logistics of providing two places to do fossil diving for the trip.  For more info about the trip. contact Joy Marzolf (newsletter@neadc.org).

ENVIRONMENTAL:  Maryhelen recapped the Coastal Sweep at Nahant, mentioning what a terrific, well-organized, and successful event it was due to Alicia Lenci's tireless efforts to run this annual event.  We had over 65 people who signed in to do cleanups, including divers.  One snowy grouper (a tropical) was collected! 

November 11th is the annual ORG's (Oceanic Research Group) annual benefit at Brandeis University from 1pm-4pm.  Tickets are $10 each, and more information can be found on their website:  http://www.oceanicresearch.org/scholarship/benefit/benefit.htm.

Ethan Gordon is the guest speaker.

The club Holiday Party will be held on Saturday, January 12th in Burlington.  Tickets are $20.00 per person.  More information will be posted to the website and send via e-mail.  Tickets will be available to purchase very shortly.  Contact Uma Mirani (vicepresident@neadc.org) for more info about the upcoming event.

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR:  Reminder, if you do not yet have your membership card and you want to be part of the GOT dive raffle, come get a temp card.  Your membership must be verified in order to participate in the raffle.  Also, we have dive flag stickers for your cards.  These stickers will show you are a member of the Dive Club.

The November Eat and Greet meeting will be held in a special location.  John and Val Feehan donated a certificate for 80 people to attend a brewery tour and tasting event at the Harpoon Brewery on Northern Avenue in Boston.  The event is free to attendees, and will last from 5:30-7PM.  You must send an e-mail to John Feehan (boatdive@neadc.org) to register to attend this meeting.  Directions to the Harpoon Brewery can be found at

http://www.harpoonbrewery.com/index.cfm?pid=28490
Come join us at this event (you don't have to do the sampling if you don't wish to!).

There are still a number of tickets available for the United Divers annual banquet on October 26th featuring pioneer underwater film producer and photographer Stan Waterman, winner of five Emmy's.  Stan has been at the forefront of scuba diving since its inception, and his talks are always fascinating and informative.  Details of the event:

Friday, October 26, 2007; Cocktail Hour: 6:00 p.m.; Dinner: 7:00 p.m.; Speaker: Stan Waterman, following Dinner.   Address is Devens Common Center, 31 Andrews Parkway, Devens, MA.  Tickets are $45 each and include the terrific meal ! Mail your checks to: United Divers, P.O. Box 57, Fitchburg, MA.  More info at the URL

http://udcm.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1

The Annual Pumpkin Dive, sponsored by PG Dive, will be coming up October 28th.  We will be joining PG dive at Hathaway's Pond on the cape to carve pumpkins underwater. There are prizes (including an oceanic dive computer) as well as free food and drinks! Email Steve Whitford (webmaster@neadc.org) for more info. 

Officer Elections are next month, and we are currently accepting nominations for all positions..  If you are interested in applying for one of the board positions, see our website bylaws to get a description of each board position.  Nominations taken tonight (nominated and formally seconded) are:

Jim Carozza – Shore Dive Coordinator

Uma Mirani - Vice President

Julia Cichowski – Treasurer

Joy Marzolf – Newsletter Editor

Al Bozza – Program Director

Rick Rosa – President

Maryhelen Shuman-Groh – Environmental 

John Feehan – Boat Dive Coordinator

Charlie Benoit – Membership

Val Feehan – Secretary

Steve Whitford – Webmaster

Other nominations are welcome, and we will be voting to elect these positions at the November General Meeting.

NEAQ NEWS:  Sadly, we lost, Papoose, our sand tiger shark. She had to be put down due to scoliosis and kyphosis (the hump she had in her spine/back).  She was probably in pain, so it was decided to put her down on the 16th of the month.  

Other news: some new fish received from the Tropical Fish Hunt included spotfin butterfly fish, trigger fish, and a snowy grouper.  

Fish, Fun, and Fright is coming up October 26th.  This is a members only night!

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on Saturday, November 3rd.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Wally Westphal


Alternate:  Barry Nawoichik

Happy diving, Wally!  

GUEST SPEAKER:  Joy Marzolf, Diving in the Maldives

Joy shared with the group some great video and photos of her latest dive trip to the Maldives, describing some of the dives and showing photos of various fish, corals,

whale sharks, manta rays, and reef sharks.  Looked like a great trip!

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 26

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, November 28th, 2007, 6:30 p.m.  It will be held at the Harborside Learning Center. THIS IS A DATE CHANGE DUE TO THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY.

And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:15PM

