MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, November 28, 2007

Meeting held in the Conference Center 

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, Anna Maria Krowczynska, Steve Whitford, Al Bozza, Uma Mirani, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Charlie Benoit, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski

Officers Absent:   Maryhelen Shuman-Groh

Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS:

This month we welcomed Shawn Brown, a new diver!. Welcome and we look forward to diving with you!  We dive all year, Shawn, so contact anyone to get in on a winter dive.

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Anna was in Indonesia and saw many differen types of frog fish and sea horses; Val and John were in Bonaire for a week, then did local diving at Pebble Beach and Cathedral Rocks; Tom B. dove Eastpoint, Nahant; Dan and Rick just came back from an awesome trip to the Bahamas; Pat W. dove at Disney and highly recommends it.  Keep diving everyone!

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PROGRAMS:  Al announced we have started another raffle for the Dominica trip-this one is for Jan 09; the dolphin trip with Jonathan Bird for May 2008 still has slots available, so contact Al if you are interested ASAP.

The Cotting School has Basketball games on Friday evenings.  Al will be attending one of these games in November and would like to know if anyone would like to join him.  Al has a friend who will be getting a signed basketball from one of the Celtics and Al will be bringing it with him to a game.  The Cotting School is in Lexington, MA and directions can be obtained from their website: http://www.cotting.org/directions.html 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Our Manatee/fossil dive trip is scheduled for the week of February 26 – March 3, 2008.  Still working out the logistics of providing two places to do fossil diving for the trip.  For more info about the trip. contact Joy Marzolf (newsletter@neadc.org).

PRESIDENT:  The club Holiday Party will be held on Saturday, January 12th in Burlington.  Tickets are $20.00 per person.  More information has been posted to the website and will be in the next e-mail newsletter.  Tickets are available to purchase now from any officer or at a club event..  Contact Uma Mirani (vicepresident@neadc.org) for more info about the upcoming event.

The December Eat and Greet meeting will be held at 6:30PM Al Bozza's house, directions are on the website.  

Other important dates to make a note of:

January 1st – New Years Day Dive @ Ft. Whetherill, RI – Contact Al Bozza

January 2nd – Eat-and-Great @ Jose McIntire’s – Welcome new board and club social

February 23rd – 57th annual Boston Scuba Show – Marlboro – Contact info on web

February 26th – March 5th – Manatee and Venice shark tooth diving trip – Contact Joy Marzolf

March 7-9th - Sea Rovers!!! – Volunteers are welcome and needed at our booth.  We will have discounted tickets available to purchase.  Contact Al Bozza to help man our table, setup, or break down the NEADC booth.

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR:  Reminder, if you do not yet have your membership card and you want to be part of the GOT dive raffle, come get a temp card.  Your membership must be verified in order to participate in the raffle.  Also, we have dive flag stickers for your cards.  These stickers will show you are a member of the Dive Club.

WEBMASTER:  The annual Christmas tree dive is coming up Sunday, December 9th at Hathaway's Pond.  See the website for directions, and email Steve (webmaster@neadc.org) if you will be coming!

AQUARIUM LIAISON:  Bill mentioned that the bacteria counts in the GOT are still off, fluctuating daily, so until they get it under control, there will be no GOT dives for now.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Mike Whyte mentioned there's a video of our liaison, Bill, and the aquarium octopus on You Tube. Here's the link:   http://www.boston.com/news/local/community_octopus/
Officer Elections are tonight.  rick thanked the current officers for serving this past year, and then presented the slate of candidates for 2008:   

Jim Carozza – Shore Dive Coordinator

Uma Mirani - Vice President

Julia Cichowski – Treasurer

Joy Marzolf – Newsletter Editor

Al Bozza – Program Director

Rick Rosa – President

Maryhelen Shuman-Groh – Environmental 

John Feehan – Boat Dive Coordinator

Charlie Benoit – Membership

Val Feehan – Secretary

Steve Whitford – Webmaster

Rick asked for any nominations from the floor.  No new nominations were received.  Rick made a motion to close the nominations from the floor, motion made and seconded.  Slated voted on,

all approved, secretary cast one ballot for the slate of officers, slate approved for 2008.

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on (TBD due to water conditions of the GOT):  

Congratulations to:


Winner:  Bob Munson


Alternate:  Al Bozza

Happy diving, Bob!  

GUEST SPEAKER:  Alan Budreau, Cave Diving New York Style with Boston Grotto (or How I got into Diving!)  Al did a fascinating and entertaining presentation on his experience with caving and cave diving in New York and Massachusetts.  He covered everything you ever wanted to know about equipment used in the late 60's's to what they use now, how to gain access and plan a caving excursion.  He detailed his trip into the McFail's Caves in New York, about a 20-hour trip.

He also gave a little info about the Boston Grotto chapter of the National Speleological Society (www.bostongrotto.org/ ), and set up a display and demonstration of the equipment used during the McFail's and other excursions.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 25

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, December 19th, 2007, 6:30 p.m.  This will be our annual show & tell meeting, so if you have something you'd like to show the members, please contact Al Bozza (programs@neadc.org) ASAP to get on the agenda.

And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Remember, January's Eat and Greet is on Wednesday, January 2nd at Jose McIntyre’s.  Please join us!

Meeting adjourned 8:25PM

