MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, January 16, 2008

Meeting held in the Conference Center 

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, Al Bozza, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh,John Feehan, Val Feehan, Julia Cichowski

Officers Absent:   Steve Whitford, Uma Mirani, Joy Marzolf, Charlie Benoit, Jim Carozza

Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS:

This month we welcomed Shawn, who just got a new drysuit and went out Saturday in 39 degree water; Matt, who's been diving 25 years and wants to meet other divers; and Steve, who was certified in the Spring on the south shore and is interested in meeting other divers.  Welcome to all of you, we really hope to see you on a dive!  Contact any officer of the club, refer to the shore diving and boat diving calendars to find out who's going diving.  (Calendars to be updated for the 2008 diving season soon)

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Shawn Cormier dove in the Living Seas at Epcot, which was $120 with a PADI discount; someone dove Vancouver Island New years, depth 70ft and lots of sand with 30ft. viz; Mike Whyte dove Ft. Wetherhill New Year's Day—there were 2 other clubs diving there as well; Val and John just got dry suits and dove Folly Cove 2 weeks ago with 30ft. viz, and saw loads of nudibranchs, then they dove Pebble Beach this past weekend where they had about 5 ft. viz.  Water both times around 40 degrees.  Bill, our aquarium liaison, dove Middle Brewster Island with 30ft. viz, and just returned from a great trip to New Zealand (no diving).  Keep diving everyone, just because it's winter doesn't mean it isn't good—this is the best time of year to see nudibranchs and get really good visibility.

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRESIDENT:  There is a shore dive planning meeting on April 9th.  This is when you can sign up to volunteer to lead a dive(s) during the year.  You do not have to dive to lead, you simply function as a coordinator.  Volunteering to lead a shore dive is a great opportunity for you to meet other divers in the club, and find some good dive buddies in the process.  More information about the planning meeting, which comes with a great Chinese food dinner, will be posted on the website when it becomes available.

Our Boat Dive Coordinator, John Feehan, will be planning the boat dives for the coming dive season.  If you would like to suggest a boat dive, please feel free to send John an  email at boatdive@neadc.org.  

Also, for anyone who hasn't been in the water in a while, or for those who have new equipment they would like to test out, PG Dive sponsors “bleach dives” on Mondays. These are opportunities for you to get back into your dive gear in a controlled environment (a swimming pool) and practice your skills or try out your new gear.  Contact PG Dive to make an appointment if you want to take advantage of this offer.

ENVIRONMENTAL:  Maryhelen reminded everyone about the upcoming Sea Rovers event this March 7-9th at the Fairmont Copley in downtown Boston.  We will be sponsoring a table at this event, and we are in need of volunteers to man the table for at least ½ hr at a time. If you want to help man the table, or just help set up or take down the booth, please sign-up at any meeting on the sign-up sheets, or contact Rick (president@neadc.org) or Al (programs@neadc.org) to get your name put on the list.  We appreciate the help!

Also, Maryhelen will be coordinating the Bertucci's dinner on Saturday evening prior to the Film Festival at Sea Rovers.  More information will be forthcoming on how to sign up for the dinner.

Maryhelen also mentioned we have the upcoming Manatee and Fossil Tooth dive drip February 28-March 3rd at Crystal River.  There may also be an open cavern dive, and options to come earlier and stay longer.  Contact Maryhelen (environmental@neadc.org) for the details.

PROGRAMS:  Al announced we have started another raffle for the Dominica trip-this one is for Jan 2009. Tickets are $10.00 each and can be purchased at any meeting, starting with tonight's meeting.

Al also mentioned  the dolphin trip with Jonathan Bird for May 2008 still has two slots available, so contact Al if you are interested ASAP. The cost is around $1700, and trip is on a liveaboard with diving in the Bahamas.

The club will be running another trip to Guadeloupe Islands for shark diving this November.  If you are interested, please e-mail Al Bozza (programs@neadc.org) for more information.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Alan Budreau mentioned the Boston Scuba Show on February 23rd, where our own Jonathan Bird will be a guest speaker.  See the official website for more details at http://www.easy-diver.com/TheBostonScubaShow2008.htm.  Also, Alan's current dive instructor partner will be retiring soon, and Al is looking for another instructor to work with him at Harvard. Any interested parties should contact Al directly.

Friday, January 18th night Stan Waterman will be giving a presentation/dinner for United Divers out in Shirley, MA.  The dinner is free and will be at 6:30 PM at
The Bull Run Restaurant
215 Great Road (Route 2A)
Shirley, MA 

Metrowest is having their annual Tropical Party on February 2nd.  See their website for more details (http://www.mwdc.org/).

We will be doing another printed newsletter this June, so anyone who wishes to submit articles, tips, etc. or place an ad in the newsletter, please speak to Joy Marzolf (newsletter@neadc.org) as soon as possible.  We will have a May deadline for submissions, but don't wait, submit early.

The club will be planning another whale watch, which will be coordinated by Maryhelen.  More information will be forthcoming as we get a date and time.  You can check back on our website, or contact Maryhelen (environmental@neadc.org) to get more info when it becomes available.

The 7th annual Great Annual Fish Count will be held on Saturday, July 19th at Stage Fort Park.  This is an annual event the club helps to sponsor along with REEF.  Last year we had over 100 divers in the water doing counts, and turnout was the best ever!  Help make it an even bigger

event by planning to participate this year.  We have a great lunch at Stage Fort, and there will be over $10,000 in prizes to be handed out—everyone who conducts a fish count leaves with something!  Mark your calendars and plan to help us out with this great annual event.  Contact Al Bozza (programs@neadc.org) to get more info, or just keep an eye out on our website for updates.  Fish counts can be done anywhere on Cape Ann, the South Shore, Maine, even New Hampshire. 

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on February 2, 2008.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Sean Brown


Alternate:  Al Bozza

Happy diving, Sean!

GUEST SPEAKER:  Bob Michelson on the Minot Light Project

Bob showed great photographs and video of his dives to help locate and document this archaeological site for an upcoming PBS documentary.  This project is a huge undertaking between a number of collaborators, including the US Coast Guard, police, harbor master, Boston, New York and other state dive teams, and archaeologists.  The original 1850 lighthouse  was lost in the perfect storm of 1851 in Boston Harbor.  There has been some indication that this site could become the first underwater park in Massachusetts, so much has gone into the locating and surveying of this archaeological find.  More diving is scheduled for April before the project can be completed.

Check your local PBS listings later this year for the airing date and time, and also keep any eye out in Alert Diver for a story on this project!  It promises to be quite interesting.

Also, Bob reminded everyone he is the New England REEF coordinator, and that the entire fish ID program is currently being rewritten, and a new invertebrate ID program is being created and will be available on line very soon (it's been created, just not on the website yet). 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 28

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, February 20th, 2007, 6:30 p.m.  Our guest speaker will be Greg Skomal, shark researcher .

And don’t forget!   Join us at Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub prior to our next General Meeting at 5:30-6:30pm for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:20PM
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