MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, February 20, 2008

Meeting held in the Conference Center 

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh,John Feehan, Val Feehan, Julia Cichowski, Steve Whitford, Uma Mirani, Charlie Benoit, Jim Carozza

Officers Absent:    Joy Marzolf, Al Bozza, 

Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND/OR VISITORS:

We welcomed Megan, a new diver; Ken, new to our meetings but an experienced warm water diver; and Brian a new diver, warm water mostly.  Welcome to each of you, we really hope to see you in the water this season!

WHO’S BEEN DIVING?

Ralph went to  Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos Islands for truly some awesome wall diving; Val and John dove Back Beach, Pebble Beach, and Old Garden Beach, attempting to get used to their new dry suits; other members dove Folly Cove and Old Garden Beach; Barry went to Boynton Beach, Florida (east coast)  to dive in 75 degree water.  Saw spotted eagle ray, juvenile turtles.  Another member just got back from Truk Lagoon having done some great wreck diving.

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRESIDENT:  For new members, we have a new member dive the first Saturday following the general meeting. This is a dive that is designed to be easy and just a way to meet and dive with other new and current members of the club.  These new members dives will start up again in May of this year.

Also, for anyone who hasn't been in the water in a while, or for those who have new equipment they would like to test out, PG Dive sponsors “bleach dives” on Mondays. These are opportunities for you to get back into your dive gear in a controlled environment (a swimming pool) and practice your skills or try out your new gear.  Contact PG Dive to make an appointment if you want to take advantage of this offer.

ENVIRONMENTAL:  Maryhelen announced tonight that due to her husband accepting a job in Florida she will be resigning her post as Environmental Coordinator, and also leaving the club to move to Florida.  As a result, the position of Environmental coordinator will be vacant.   Maryhelen has been an officer in the club for a cumulative time of over 10 years, and an active member since around 1989—she will surely be missed by all!

Uma Mirani (vicepresident@neadc.org) will be coordinating and running this year's whale watch in place of Maryhelen.  Contact Uma to sign up for the whale watch, which will be on May 4th, 2008.

Maryhelen also announced that the Bertucci's dinner preceding the Film Festival on Saturday night at Sea Rovers has been canceled.  Bertucci's is closing, an there isn't another restaurant in the area that is willing to accommodate our large group, unfortunately.

PROGRAMS:  Per Rick, these are a list of the upcoming club events:

· Boston Scuba Show, Saturday, February 25th in Marlboro

· Sea Rovers – March 7and 8; the club will have their usual booth

· Beneath the Sea – New Jersey, March 28-30th

· NEADC Shore Dive Planning Meeting – April 9th – LOCATION CHANGING due to Maryhelen's departure.  Contact Jim Carozza (shoredive@neadc.org) to ge updated details, or check our website.

· Great Annual Fish Count – July 19th, Stage Fort Park, Gloucester

· NEADC Annual Picnic and Tropical Fish Hunt – September 2008

Sea Rovers – please attend!  We are also looking for help manning our booth.  Use the sign-up sheet here at the meeting, or contact Rick Rosa (president@neadc.org) to sign up. We need help with setup, manning, and break down. Also, just stop by the booth and say hello!

Newsletter:  Per Rick for Joy, we will be doing another printed newsletter this June, so anyone who wishes to submit articles, tips, etc. or place an ad in the newsletter, please speak to Joy Marzolf (newsletter@neadc.org) as soon as possible.  We will have a May 1th deadline for submissions, but don't wait, submit early.

Boat Dive:  John announced the boat dives for the year are being scheduled!  We have booked several dives already and need people to commit to them so we can keep our reservations. If people wait until last minute, we loose the boat and most likely our ability to book another trip for the year since many of the dive operators have already begun filling their schedules for the year. The way you commit to a boat dive is by signing up and paying the fee to hold your spot.

See the website (http://www.neadc.org/divecal_neadc_b.html) for updated details on scheduled dives and contact John (boatdive@neadc.org) to sign up.

Also, the club is interested in expanding boat dives to other areas such as Lake Winnipesaukee

in New Hampshire.  If anyone has any contacts for this or other trips, please forward the information to John (boatdive@neadc.org).  

Shore Dive:  there will be a shore dive planning meeting this April.  The location will be changing due to Maryhelen's departure from the club (the meeting was originally scheduled to be held at Maryhelen's workplace).  This is a meeting where you can come and have a good dinner, and put your name on the club calendar to lead a shore dive or two during the year.  Leading a dive means simply coordinating it, you do not have to actually dive, nor are there any requirements (like being a dive master).  Contact Jim Carozza (shoredive@neadc.org) to find out more about the meeting and to sign up to attend.  A notice will be posted on the website and sent via e-mail when a new location is set up for the meeting.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Charlie mentioned that if you are a new member and have not yet received your card, please seem him for a temp card to use for the GOT drawing.  He has a very recent membership list with him and can confirm your membership for the drawing. Also, members that have their cards and want a dive flag sticker, see Charlie.

Paul from Sea Rovers is here tonight to offer the discount tickets for the Sea Rovers event. Please see Paul at the break or after the meeting to buy your tickets.  He can also answer any questions about the event, and provide you with a brochure that includes the info on the speakers for the weekend.

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on February 2, 2008.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Dan Sprague


Alternate:  Guido Ciampi

Happy diving, Dan!

GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Greg Skomal, “Skarks in New England”, the Massachusetts Shark Research Program  Massachusetts represents the northernmost range for several shark species. Therefore, it is an important area for monitoring the health and distribution of shark populations.  Greg provided a fascinating presentation and entertaining discussion about the different types of sharks found in our area, from the coastal species such as the sandbar shark, smooth and spiny dogfish, sand tiger shark, to offshore species such as the blue, shortfin mako, thresher, tiger, dusky, porbeagle and white shark.  The porbeagle shark is the only species found year-round in Massachusetts waters because of its preference for colder waters (interesting!).  The shark research project is federally funded, and its objectives include lots of field research, cooperative research, shark population management, and education.  

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 45+

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, March 19th, 2007, 6:30 p.m.  This month's meeting will be combined with the Lowell Lecture Series.  The topic will be Killer Fungi and McMansions: The Plight of Declining Amphibians at Home and Abroad, presented by Bryan Windmiller, wildlife ecologist  

Note:  you must let the Aquarium know you will be attending so we can have the proper number of seats made available.  See the Aquarium website to register for the meeting—visit the URL

http://support.neaq.org/site/Calendar/1933680457?view=Detail&id=100321

And don’t forget!   Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub is CLOSED FOR RENOVATIONS, so we have begun meeting at Coogan's Bar (down the street from Jose's) just prior to our General Meetings, at 5:30-6:20pm, for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:55PM
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