MINUTES OF THE NEADC EAT AND GREET

WEDNESDAY, March 5, 2008

Informal meeting at Coogan's Bar in Downtown Boston

Present:  Rick Rosa, Uma Mirani, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Julia Cichowski, Charlie Benoit, Al Bozza,

Absent:  Joy Marzolf, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Steve Whitford, Jim Carozza

Guests:  1 attended

Meeting Chaired by:  Rick Rosa

Sea Rovers: –  coverage is coming along, sign-up sheet available and we still need to fill in a number of time slots for coverage.  We have coverage for setup and breakdown.  We will be selling the t-shirts, polo shirts, hats, and tank stickers we have on hand to raise additional funds.  No pre-film festival dinner this year, no place to have it.  We will be raffling 2 free memberships (family?).  Any completed app with payment will be eligible for the raffle.  With every membership made at Sea Rovers, 10% discount will apply on the total.  We will also have the Dominica raffle again this year.

Need the “cheat sheet” for the selling points on the membership, videos of diving/dive events, write up on Sea Mark, which Al says he has.  Apparently we will not have any magnets unless Steve can print up some on his own.

Web Site:  Nothing new to report at this time since Steve is not here.

Whale Watch:   Uma is proceeding and taking the sign-ups.  We are good to go so far.  A flyer was handed out with further information.

Shore Dive Planning Meeting, Prizes:  Shawn Cormier offered his workplace for the meeting, and will confirm with his employer it's OK.  Jim is wondering about a budget (via email) and the best place to order the food.  There hopefully will be some prizes.

Newsletter Content/Ads:  Joy not present to update topic.  Per previous meetings, Joy says there's a May 15th deadline so that she has time to edit it and we can get it printed.  Rick will follow-up with Joy.

15 Minute Topic Intro to Meetings:  New topic ideas suggested included regulators, how to use a safety sausage, how to pick/use a reel, basic info on underwater photography equipment.

Officer Contact Sheet – being updated, submit all updates to Val and she will do the work.

Frogmen Anniversary -  Need to have a table for the club.  Al would like to fill it.  Cost is $45 per person.  Let Al know if you can go with the club.

Poster Printing – Al would like to get an inexpensive but good quality printing of the various event posters this year.  He will look into options/cost and present to the board.

GAFC Committee -  Discussed the possibility of charging for lunch this year since the club foots the bill for the total cost of the lunch.  A nominal charge would help to defray the costs, but we would have to check with the Stage Fort Park rules.  It may be have to done by donation instead of an actual charge.  We have had people donate money towards the cost in the past, so it does not seem like it would be an issues to suggest a donation towards lunch.  Also need to do T-shirts again this year.

Need to make sure we get the word out about t-shirts being available, and that there is a parking fee.

Master Calendar for Scheduling – needs to be created and kept updated, per Rick.  This way we can hopefully avoid conflicts with our own events and other club's events in order to increase overall event attendance and participation.

Other items 

· Upcoming speakers per Al are possibly Ethan Gordon in May, and Jonathan Bird in September.

· May 5th – Island of the Sharks, Lowell Lecture Series

· Walter Reed SUDS program – Charlie mentioned (www.sudsdiving.org).  The program is “Soldiers Undertaking Disabled Scuba” and wondered if there was a local connection for our area, and possibly considering a donation to them at a future date.  It is a worthwhile organization in what they do to help disabled soldiers returning home from war.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM
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