MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, March 19, 2008

Meeting held in the Conference Center, combined with the Lowell Lecture Series meeting, so we had an “abbreviated” business part of the meeting.

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Uma Mirani, Joy Marzolf

Officers Absent:  Al Bozza, Maryhelen Shuman-Groh, Julia Cichowski, Steve Whitford, Jim Carozza, Charlie Benoit

Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRESIDENT:  For new members, we have a new member dive the first Saturday following the general meeting. This is a dive that is designed to be easy and just a way to meet and dive with other new and current members of the club.  These new members dives will start up again in May of this year.

Please note  these are a list of the upcoming club and scuba-related events:

· Beneath the Sea – New Jersey, March 28-30th

· North Shore Frogmen 50th Anniversary – March 29th (northshorefrogmen.com)

· NEADC Shore Dive Planning Meeting – April 9th Contact Jim Carozza (shoredive@neadc.org) to ge updated details, or check our website.

· May 3-4 DUI Dog Days Rally & Demo Tour – Stage Fort Park, Gloucester

· May 4th – NEADC Annual Whale Watch, contact vicepresident@neadc.org for info and to sign up for the trip

· Great Annual Fish Count – July 19th, Stage Fort Park, Gloucester

· NEADC Annual Picnic and Tropical Fish Hunt – September 7th

Newsletter:  We  will be doing another printed newsletter this June, so anyone who wishes to submit articles, tips, etc. or place an ad in the newsletter, please speak to Joy Marzolf (newsletter@neadc.org) as soon as possible.  We will have a May 1th deadline for submissions, but don't wait, submit early.

Open Board Position: we have an opening for our Environmental Coordinator Officer position.  We are currently accepting nominations and will hold a special election at the April 16th General Meeting.

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on April 5th, 2008.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Joy Marzolf


Alternate: Michael Prange

Free Membership Raffle at Sea Rovers has two winners:  The winners of the two complimentary, one year memberships to both the New England Aquarium and the New England Aquarium Dive Club from the Sea Rover's raffle are:

· Michael Coffey of Boston, MA

· Colin & Terri Doherty of Salem, MA

LOWELL LECTURE GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Bryan Windmiller, wildlife ecologist.  Topic is “Of Killer Fungi and McMansions:  Causes of Amphibian Decline Globally and Locally”

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 50+

Currenty there are about 6308 know amphibian species identified to date.  There are 3 groups:  salimanders, frogs, and caecilla.  About 38% are already threatened, 4% are known to be extinct.  Causes of decline are attributed to urban sprawl, over harvesting (for food), exotic predators (fish such as trout that eat frogs), competitors, and mysterious causes (ozone, chemicals, biological).  

One known cause that researchers did find was a fungus that travels in the streams of rain forest, and mountain areas, called Chytrid fungi.  This fungus is considered by many to be an emerging infection disease (chytridiomycosis ).  It infects the keratin layer of amphibian skin and is thought to cause death by suffocation and preventing absorption of essential nutrients for the amphibians to survive.  The disease can be contracted even in tadpoles.  Currently it is seen in the US and many other countries, but has not yet spread to much of Asia, New Guinea, Madagascar, Borneao and the surrounding islands.  These areas contain some of the most dense populations of amphibians, and if the disease were to spread there it could cause mass extinction.

The disease is temperature sensitive, as it appears to be easily killed by excessive heat.  In cooler temps (less than 60 degrees), the disease is less effective and frogs can generally survive the infection.  The disease can also be treated with anti-fungals.  

Questions researchers have:

· how it actually does kill (not truly known?

· how  does it persist in its environment?

· where did it come from (Africa??)

· what can we do about it?

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, April  16th, 2007, 6:30 p.m.  

And don’t forget!   Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub is OPEN after completing renovations.  We again will be meeting at Jose's just prior to our General Meetings, at 5:30-6:20pm, for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM
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