MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, may 21, 2008

Meeting held in the Conference Center

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, Uma Mirani, John Feehan, Val Feehan,  Shawn Cormier, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski, Steve Whitford, Jim Carozza, Charlie Benoit

Officers Absent: :  Al Bozza

Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

New Members with us this meeting:  Heather, a dive mater in training; Silvia, diving for 2 years, Tim, diving for 6 years, and Frank, a long-time diver.   Welcome to the club, we hope to be diving with you throughout the season!

Who's been Diving?  Members and visitors dove locally at Back Beach, boat dives with Jim Sullivan of Boston Harbor Diving to Paddock Rock nd Cap Islands, Loblolly Cove, Plum Cove, Old Garden Beach (where a lump fish was spotted with eggs!), Kettle Island, Magnolia Shores, Stage Fort Park for DUI Dog Days and Baystate Council's Annual Treasure Hunt dive, and of course, our member dove in the GOT!  Trips included the Aquarium Collecting Trip to the Bahamas (lots of fish collected), Florida fossil shark tooth diving, Disney's Living Seas diving at Epcot Center, Bonaire, Hawaii, and the Bahamas for a dolphin dive.  Wow!

President:  For new members, we have a new member dive the first Saturday following the general meeting. This is a dive that is designed to be easy and just a way to meet and dive with other new and current members of the club.  June 21st is the next New Member Dive.

We also have an affiliation with PG Dive, and they sponsor “bleach dives” at their local pool.  Bleach dives are a way for you to get back into the water in a controlled environment if it's been a while since you last dove, and also a way to try out some new gear you may have just acquired.  Contact PG Dive for more information and to sign up (http://www.pgdive.com/)

Upcoming Club Events to mention:

· Next General Meeting:  Fish ID course taught by Bob Michaelson (just in time for our next event....)

· Great Annual Fish Count – July 19th, Stage Fort Park, Gloucester

· NEADC Annual Picnic and Tropical Fish Hunt – September 7th in Rhode Island

Rick also wanted to remind every we have scheduled boat dives as well as club run shore dives.  Please check our website under the link “dive calendars” to see the most current schedule.  If you wish to go on a boat dive, contact our boat dive coordinator, John Feehan, at boatdive@neadc.org.  If you wish to do a shore dive, check the shore dive calendar and contact the leader of the dive to get more information and let them know you are coming along.

Newsletter:  Joy mentioned we are doing our annual printed newsletter this June, so anyone who wishes to submit articles, tips, etc. or place an ad in the newsletter, please speak to Joy Marzolf (newsletter@neadc.org) as soon as possible.  We will have a May 20th deadline for submissions, but don't wait, submit early!  We are still in need of content.

Joy mentioned again Brian Skerry has an art exhibit of his work at the Mass Audubon.  See the Mass Audubon website for more details.

Programs:   In Al's absence, Jim mentioned we have the Dominica trip raffle—trip for January, 2009.  7 days, approximate value $1100.  Raffle tickets are $10 each, and the drawing is to be held during the Tropical Fish hunt event in September of this year. Proceeds of the raffle go to benefit the Cotting School.

Shore Dive:  Jim spoke briefly about the new “Diver of the Year” program instituted by the club.  Submit the dates you participate in a club sponsored shore or boat dive to the dive coordinator (boat or shore).  A tally will be made for all club dives made between January 1 and December 1 2008, and prizes will be awarded to the top 3 members with the most club dives.

Also, Jim is planning on the annual Dry Dive sometime in June.  This is an opportunity to meet with other divers and take a brief tour of the dive sites around Cape Ann—learn where they are, the best places to park, best entry and exit points, and other information like any nearby facilities for restrooms and food.  If you'd like to do the Dry Dive, contact Jim (shoredive@neadc.org) to sign up.

Secretary:  Val mentioned we still have plenty of stuff for sale:  30h anniversary polo shirts, last year's GAFC t-shirts ($5 each), 30th anniversary hats, and tank stickers. All items can be purchased either at the start of the meetings, during the break, or after the meeting.

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on June 7th, 2008.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Tim Antonellis


Alternate: Priscilla Smith

Guest Speaker:  Ethan Gordon, on Wreck Diving (locally, Lake Champlain, and Truk (Chuuk) Lagoon)

Ethan shared photos and stories (and photo taking tips!) of his past trips diving on the Chester Polling, wrecks in Lake Champlain, and the famous wrecks in Truk (Chuuk) Lagoon from the Live Aboard the Odyssey.  

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 45+

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, June 18th,  2008 6:30 p.m.  

And don’t forget!   Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/pub is OPEN after completing renovations.  We again will be meeting at Jose's just prior to our General Meetings, at 5:30-6:20pm, for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:10 PM
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