MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 2008
Meeting held in the Conference Center

Officers attending: Rick Rosa, Uma Mirani, Joy Marzolf, Jim Carozza, Shawn Cormier, & Charlie Benoit

Officers Absent: Julia Cichowski, Steve Whitford, John & Val Feehan, & Al Bozza

Attendance:  Approximately 15 including Officers

Started @ 6:40 PM 
Meeting chaired by Rick Rosa, NEADC President

OFFICER ANNOUNCEMENTS:
New members with us this meeting (Rick R.): Suzanne Kavanaugh (I think?)
Who’s been diving (Rick R.)?
#1 Shawn Cormier – Brant Rock, Marshfield with C. Benoit scheduled club dive - Friday night dive (2 dives) 5:30 7 & 7:30PM great dives! Shallow 10-12 feet along boardwalk lit up also at night.

#2 Brad Roscoe – Hawaii with great manta diving & Mexico, cenotes / cavern diving.

#3 Tim Antonelli – Fort Wetherall, RI – NO FISH! Low Vis, “pinched by a hermit crab! He also won the GOT dive and had a great time!!

#4 Suzanne Kavanaugh – Peggity Beach, Scituate (That’s what I think she said anyway……)
#5 Charlie (“Das Boot”) Benoit – Gun Rock Beach, Hull with 11 year old son Thomas doing Thomas’s check out Open Water dives on Saturday & Sunday. Charlie assisted the instructed on both days with his son and another Mom and son. On Sunday the Instructor finished all the skill testing and Charlie and Thomas went off exploring on their own. To keep this short Charlie and his son found a yellow boot that they first thought had a body attached to it buried in the sand. As Charlie found out upon further forensic investigation it was only a hip wader filled with sand but makes for a great story for Thomas’s first dive after completing his testing! Just think Charlie, you missed another headline story for the news by a bucket of sand! 

#6 Greg Braun – Naushon Island, Buzzards Bay – Boat dive 

PRESIDENT (Rick R.): GAFC Saturday in Gloucester, MA Al Bozza and setup crew to meet there at 8:00 AM. Several shore dives around the area. Picnic around noontime. Raffle at 3:00 PM. Parking is $10.00 at Park!

NEADC Annual Picnic and Tropical Fish Hunt – Sunday – September 7th 
Reminder of Boat Dives and Shore Dives and to check Calendar for schedules.

Shore Dive Coordinator (Jim C.):  Dominca trip in January 17 -24, 2008 – 12 going so far, raffle tickets on sale tonight and at GAFC!
Newsletter editor (Joy M.):  Joy brought flyers for Brian Skerry’s talk / exhibit at the Mass Audubon Society in Canton next Thursday night.

Aquarium Liaison (Bill M.):  Bill mentioned about the “Sharks & Rays outside touch pool and exhibit at the NEA and also that some penguins have been mixed together in the tray now.
GOT DRAWING: for the dive on Saturday, August 2, 2008 * Only 9 cards in hat tonight! 1 in 9 chance of winning!

Winner: Charlie Benoit

Alternate: Brad Roscoe

Guest speaker: Joy Marzolf on her experience diving in the GOT. Slide show of pictures inside and outside of the tank and some behind the scenes shots. Joy also asked for member’ pictures and videos of GOIT dives to put something together the club can use and show at events like the fish collecting Picnic and Sea Rovers. 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: The next General meeting will be on Wednesday, August 20, 2008 at 6:30 PM
And don’t forget! Jose McIntyre’s Restaurant/Pub is OPEN after completing renovations.we again will be meeting there at Jose’s just prior to our meeting at 5:30 – 6:20 PM, for drinks, appetizers, dinner or just to say hi!

Meeting Adjourned at 7:50 PM 

* Some members went to the NEA outdoor café and bar for food and drinks after the meeting. Should we consider moving our pre meeting to there to help support the NEA?
July General Meeting 2008
