MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, September 17, 2008

Meeting held in the Conference Center

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, Uma Mirani, Shawn Cormier, Joy Marzolf, Julia Cichowski, Steve Whitford, Jim Carozza, Al Bozza, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Charlie Benoit

Officers Absent: :  None

Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

New Members with us this meeting:  Ed Barrett, newly certified, from Minnesota(?)

Who's been Diving?  Members dove on the North and South Shore at numerous locations and reported seeing tropicals and having warm water temps.  Al Bozza saw a seahorse down in Rhode Island, and also finally got to dive the GOT.  Other members did boat dives in Boston Harbor and on the Pug, Polling, Pinthis, and Port Hunter wrecks. Trips to Mexico, Dutch Springs gave other members fun and fascinating places to dive.

President:  For new members, we have a new member dive the first Saturday following the general meeting. This is a dive that is designed to be easy and just a way to meet and dive with other new and current members of the club.  This Saturday the new member dive will be on the South Shore at low tide.  Meet at 11am at Diver's Market in Plymouth, MA. See the website for more information.

Also a reminder September is still dive season, and the club has quite a few more dives scheduled through the end of the year on the dive calendar, so please check our website and hook up with folks and go diving.

November the club has their annual elections for officers.  Anyone can run for any position on the board.  Please feel free to nominate yourself or someone else you feel may wish to participate in the club as an officer. Currently we have two open positions, club secretary and boat dive coordinator.  If you are interested in either of these two open positions or in any other board position, feel free to contact any board member for more information.

Membership:  Charlie mentioned if you forgot your membership card and need one for the GOT raffle please see him during the break.  Also, the South Shore Neptunes are having their annual flea market event.  See the brochure on the back table.

Programs:   From Al Bozza:

• The Cotting School sent a nice thank-you letter for the check presented to them by the club earlier this summer.  The NEADC supports the Cotting School through various fund raisers during the year.  We will have a link from our website to the Cotting School.  To learn more about the organization, follow the link from our website.

• Dominica Trip coming up in 2008.  over 16 people have already signed up, we can probably take 6-8 more.  Tonight is the last club meeting night to buy a raffle ticket to win the trip, tickets are $10.00 and the raffle will take place at the September Picnic and Tropical Fish hunt on Sunday, September 21.

The Tropical Fish Hunt is this Saturday at Ft. Wetherill in Rhode Island.  We should have good weather, and the tropical fish sightings so far have been tremendous, so plan to come down and dive and eat some good food, enjoy the music and company of other club members and their families.

Shore Dive:  Jim mentioned again about the diver of the year program. Be sure that if you participate in any club sponsored shore or boat dives, or dives as part of events such as the GAFC or picnic/tropical fish hunt that you submit the info to the shore dive coordinator, or the boat dive coordinator if you can't get in touch with Jim.

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on October 4th, 2008.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Shawn Cormier


Alternate: Mike Walsh

Guest Speaker:  Jonathan Bird

Jonathan mentioned first off his annual ORG Benefit (Oceanic Research Group) coming up on Sunday, November 2nd.  ORG is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to the conservation of the world's oceans and marine life through education. This benefit raises funds to allow a student to gain a scholarship from ORG to study in the field of Marine Studies.  See the ORG website http://www.oceanicresearch.org/ - for more details. The benefit will be held this year at the National Heritage Museum in Lexington, MA.

Jonathan's presentation tonight was on the making of his book, Creatures of the Deep Blue.

The stories were very entertaining, informative, and the photos, of course, exceptional.

His book, along with a DVD of "Jonathan Bird's Blue World" series were both available for sale and autographing after the presentation.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 45+

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, October 15th

2008 6:30 p.m.  

And don’t forget!   We will be meeting at Jose's just prior to our General Meetings, at 5:30-6:20pm, for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:45 PM
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