MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, October 15, 2008

Meeting held in the Conference Center

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, Uma Mirani, Shawn Cormier, Joy Marzolf, Al Bozza, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Charlie Benoit

Officers Absent: : Steve Whitford, Jim Carozza, Julia Cichowski

Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

New Members with us this meeting:  We welcomed Matthew, a new diver!

Who's been Diving?  Folks still getting wet!  Uma, Dan, Charlie dove at Fort Stark in New Hampshire, and also visited the NEADC collected lionfish “Larry” at the science center up there.  Mike Whyte got to dive inside the GOT reef, a behind the scenes dive for upcoming cleaning—that was a trip!  Silt out was the norm, and very dark and often narrow.  Shawn Cormier got to do his GOT dive, others were up diving the 1000 Islands in Canada, with water temps having cooled to 65 degress.  Val and John have done a lot of local diving.l

President:  For new members, we have a new member dive the first Saturday following the general meeting. This is a dive that is designed to be easy and just a way to meet and dive with other new and current members of the club.  

The Org Benefit is coming up November 1, and there are plenty of upcoming dives with the club as well.  Metro West is having their Wrecks! Show again this year, and Holly Bourbon Martel will be an upcoming speaker at the Northeastern Marine Science Center.  Her topic will be Careers in Diving. For details on all these events, see our website.

November is club elections – if you know someone who would like to be a club officer, or would like to nominate someone, feel free to do so tonight and also make sure you vote a the November general meeting.  Jim C. has expressed an interest in running for Boat Dive coordinator, Dan Sprague was nominated for Shore Dive Coordinator.

December is our annual show and tell for the General Meeting, which will be at Al Bozza's home.  Contact any officer, or Al Bozza, if you want to get on the schedule for show and tell.

Newsletter:  Joy mentioned the Lowell Lectures are coming up, they are free to attend, and see our website for detailed information.

Aquarium:  Bill Murphy, our liaison, is divnig in Eastport right now.  Also, the Aquarium just had a recent collecting trip to the Bahamas. They collected quite a few fish, which are currently in quarantine, and will be in the tanks soon.  Also, when you visit the Aquarium, you will notice some construction and renovations in various areas—just an FYI.  Also, an update on “Dennis” the manatee that was captured off the south shore.  His death is being attributed to having lost too much weight and being hypothermic,  A necropsy is being performed.  Finally, the Aquarium has a new website with new blogs – check it out.

Programs:   From Al Bozza:

•• Dominica Trip coming up in 2008.  over 16 people have already signed up, we can probably take a few more. Speak to Al if you would like to go while there is still time.  Dan Sprague was the winner of our Dominica raffle—congrats, Dan on your free trip!

The Tropical Fish Hunt was very successful, we collected lots of tropicals, including some sea horses, which it turns out are actually natives and NOT tropicals.  There was a touch tank, plenty of food and fun. We are already in the planning stages for next year, possibly incorporating multiple locations.  More information to follow..

Shore Dive:  Rick mentioned our shore dive calendar is up on the web, and we still have  few more dives planned!

GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on November 1st, 2008.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Michael Prange


Alternate: Barry Nawoichik

Guest Speaker:  John Galluzzo – Greater Love Hath No Man; Keeper Joshua James and the US Live Saving Service

John did a presentation on Joshua James, a famous commander of civilian life-saving crews in the 19th Century, and probably the most celebrated and decorated lifesaver in the world,  It was a fascinating presentation on the history of lifesaving, the US Coast Guard, and the role Joshua James played in all of it.  Mr. Galluzzo is currently Editor of Wreck & Rescue Journal

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 25+

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, November 19th, 2008 6:30 p.m.  

And don’t forget!   We will be meeting at Jose's just prior to our General Meetings, at 5:30-6:20pm, for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:07 PM
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