MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, November 19, 2008

Meeting held in the Conference Center

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, Uma Mirani, Shawn Cormier, Al Bozza, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Charlie Benoit; Steve Whitford, Julia Cichowski

Officers Absent: : Jim Carozza, Joy Marzolf

Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

New Members with us this meeting:  We welcomed a new member who is also a NSF member, diving 2 years and diving wet; Allie, who has been diving for 4 years, and Nickie, who has been diving for 5 years in mostly fresh water.

Who's been Diving?  Megan did some great boat dives with good visibility; Anna also did some boat dives to Burnham and the Chester Polling; others did dives up at Nubble Light (low viz) and the winner of the GOT got to dive; Julia was diving with Jonathan Bird in the Cenotes in Mexico.

John, Val, Dan and Rick all had a great trip down on Grand Bahama Island diving with Grand Bahama Scuba.  Rick showed one of the short video clips Val took of a shark dive that was a lot of fun (no chumming, baiting, or feeding on these dives!).  Mike Whyte told the story of finding a lost wedding ring in the GOT!  It's a great story, see the NEAQ website under got dive blogs for the whole story (Tuesday, October 28, 2008 ,#15: What's Happening - Lost Wedding Ring is Found!). URL:  http://www.neaq.org/education_and_activities/blogs_webcams_videos_and_more/blogs/giant_ocean_tank_blog/index.php

President:  For new members, we have a new member dive the first Saturday following the general meeting. This is a dive that is designed to be easy and just a way to meet and dive with other new and current members of the club.  Officer elections are also tonight.

Programs:  December 3rd is our Informal meeting, and it will also be our Holiday Party, so everyone is invited, which will be at Al Bozza's home.  See the website if you need to get directions.  Also, the December meeting is our annual Show and Tell, please contact Al or any office if you wish to get on the schedule for showing.  Other events of interest coming up:

· January we will have our annual New Year's day Dive in Rhode Island

· January is our Dominica trip, and there are a few spots left open if you think you still want to go.  February is our shark tooth/ manatee trip down to Florida

· We are also looking to plan a ski trip in early 2009, so please send and email to Al if you are interested in going on the trip so he can see if there is enough interest.

· April we are planning our annual Whale Watch

· September is our annual BBQ and Tropical Fish Hunt

For these and any other events, if you have suggestions or ideas to help make them better events, please feel free to email any officer and provide your input!  We really would like to get member feedback and ideas—these are your events!

Newsletter:  We will be putting out a few printed editions of the club newsletter next year, and we are looking for entries to submit.  Send any trip reports, articles, tips, etc. to the newsletter editor (newsletter@neadc.org).

Shore Dive:  Rick mentioned our shore dive calendar is up on the web, we will be putting together a 2009 calendar in early 2009.

Membership:  Charlie mentioned if you do not have your permanent membership card and need to borrow a temp card for the GOT dive, please see him during the break.

Webmaster:  Steve mentioned we are doing a Christmas Tree dive either the 2nd or 3rd weekend in December. Contact Steve if you are interested in participating (webmaster@neadc.org).

Aquarium:  Bill, our NEAQ liaison, reminded everyone the back plaza is still under construction so there are no harbor seals being exhibited at this time.  Also there is now a new mobile tour program called NEAQ Insider that allows you to download narratives and videos to your iPod or other mobile device that give you behind the scenes info on various Aquarium exhibits. See their website for more information:  http://www.neaq.org/visit_planning/tours_and_programs/tours/neaq_insider/index.php
GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on December 6th, 2008.  Congratulations to:


Winner:  Lettie Solomon


Alternate: Valerie Feehan

OFFICER ELECTIONS:  a slate of officers (current and nominated) was presented by Rick Rosa for the membership to vote on and approve:

President


Rick Rosa

Vice President


Uma Mirani

Business Manager:

Julia Cichowski

Program Director

Al Bozza

Boat Dive Coordinator
Jim Carozza

Shore Dive Coordinator:
Dan Sprague

Secretary:


Kate Apse

Newsletter:


Joy Marzolf

Membership Director:

Charlie Benoit

Environmental Coordinator:
Shawn Cormier

Webmaster:


Steve Whitford

Rick asked if there were any further nominations for club officers. There were none.

John Feehan moved to close the nominations and accept the slate of officer for election  Mike Whyte made a 2nd motion.  Nominations were closed.

John Feehan made a move to accept the slate of officers as presented for 2009.  Charlie Benoit made a 2nd motion to accept the slate of officers.  General membership was asked for all in favor of the slate. All were in favor, there were none opposed. .All offices on the slate were elected to the board for the 2009 year!

Congratulations to our new slate of officers for the upcoming year!

Guest Speaker:  Mike Walsh

Presented his beautiful photos, along with interesting narratives about the dives on a trip to

Lembeh Strait.  Lembeh Strait offers different types of diving, but many of his photos focus on the more difficult to find creatures hiding in the muck (muck diving is another thing Lembeh Strait is well known for).  A fascinating and interesting presentation.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 25+

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, December 17th, 2008 6:30 p.m.  

And don’t forget!   We will be meeting at Jose's just prior to our General Meetings, at 5:30-6:20pm, for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:15 PM
November General Meeting 2008


