MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, December 17, 2008

Meeting held in the Conference Center

Officers Attending:  Rick Rosa, Uma Mirani, Shawn Cormier, Al Bozza, John Feehan, Val Feehan, Julia Cichowski, Jim Carozza 
Officers Absent:, Steve Whitford, Joy Marzolf, Charlie Benoit;
Meeting chaired by  Rick Rosa

OFFICERS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

New Members with us this meeting:  We welcomed Rob, a certified open water diver used to diving in cold water. Rob also does some commercial/inspection diving. We also welcomed Katie, a newly certified diver looking to begin diving in the New England area waters. 
Who's been Diving?  Val and John were just at Old Garden Beach, were the water was a pretty constant 43 degrees. Not much in the way of larger marine life excepta few skate and some crabs, but the smaller stuff such as nudibranchs are showing up.  Vis was about 15-20 feet.  Michael Prange dove in a pond to photograph and old Indian dugout canoe.  They are both working on a training and certification program to recruit volunteers for an archaeological dive team. More info on this program will be forthcoming in the early spring.  See the web for information on the Massachusetts Board of Underwater Archaeological Resources organization.
Miriam and Ralph just came back from a 3-week long trip to Palau and Yap, and will be doing a presentation tonight on that trip. 

President:  For new members, we have a new member dive the first Saturday following the general meeting. This is a dive that is designed to be easy and just a way to meet and dive with other new and current members of the club.  

Upcoming Events: Sea Rovers, March 6-8.  We need volunteers to man our booth. Please see any officer to find out more info and sign up. We are looking for volunteers to fill 30- minutes to an hour of time.  

The Massachusetts Board of Underwater Archaeological Resources board meeting will be Thursday, January 29th. See their website for directions.  Board meetings are open to the public, and this would be a great way for anyone interested in underwater archaeology in our area to start finding out more information. Their website is http://www.mass.gov/czm/buar/index.htm.
The next Baystate Council meeting is January 2nd if anyone is interested in attending. Their February meeting will be on February 11th at 7Pm. See their website www.baystatecouncil.org for directions and more information.

Our next Eat and Greet, open to all members, will be on Wednesday, January 7th at the home of Uma.  See the website for directions.

Programs:   Al mentioned all of our upcoming club events, planning and to be planned:
· January we will have our annual New Year's day Dive in Rhode Island.  Contact Al if you are interested in going.  We do not have a lot of interest at present.
· January is our Dominica trip, and there are a few spots left open if you think you still want to go.  Speak to Al to get more info.

· February is our shark tooth/ manatee trip down to Florida

· We are also looking to plan a ski trip in early 2009, so please send and email to Al if you are interested in going on the trip so he can see if there is enough interest.

· April we are planning our annual Whale Watch

· GAFC for 2009 is currently in the early planning stages; we should have a date shortly.

· September is our annual BBQ and Tropical Fish Hunt; we will be expanding this event to multiple sites to accommodate more people and make it easier for members to participate locally.
· We are also looking to plan a “super trip” to Florida, where we will stay on a small, private island with a large house and various amenities such as kayaks.  This will be for manatee and shark tooth diving.

For these and any other events, if you have suggestions or ideas to help make them better events, please feel free to email any officer and provide your input!  We really would like to get member feedback and ideas—these are your events!

Newsletter:  We will be doing a printed newsletter in February, and so we are looking for entries to be submitted.  Send any trip reports, articles, tips, etc. to the newsletter editor (newsletter@neadc.org) by no later than January 15th 2009.
Shore Dive:  Joe is tallying the diver of the year final points.  Dan, the upcoming shore dive coordinator, will be working to schedule the 2009 shore dive planning meeting and should have a date for sometime in late March or early April.  He will have more details at an upcoming meeting.
Membership:  NEAQ has increased their membership prices fo 2009.  If you are due for a renewal you should look into doing that.
GOT DRAWING:  for the dive on December 6th, 2008.  Congratulations to:


Winner

Alternate: 

Guest Speaker:  

This was our annual show and tell.  Presenters were:  Michael Prange on his trip to Roca Partida Archipelago, or the Revillagigedo Islands.  These are a set of coral islands off the coast of Baja, California.  This was a 10 day trip aboard the Nautiuls Explorer.  The islands are famous for their giant mantas and sharks of all types.  Tom Bergendahl did a presentation on kayak diving, showing a demo of a type of kayak used for diving, how to set it up with your equipment, how to don your gear, and how to enter the water and exit it doing this type of diving.  Miriam did a great photo presentation on her and Ralph’s trip to Palau and Yap.  John Feehan showed some local dive photos Val took of dives this past year, including a shot of some squid with newly laid eggs and the male being protected by the female while fertilizing the eggs.  We concluded with a video and photo presentation by Michael Prange on his trip to North Carolina and wreck diving with sand tiger sharks.
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING THIS MEETING: around 25+

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  The next general meeting will be on Wednesday, January 21, 2009 at 6:30PM.
And don’t forget!   We will be meeting at Jose's just prior to our General Meetings, at 5:30-6:20pm, for drinks, appetizers, dinner or to just say hi!

Meeting adjourned 8:45PM.
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