MINUTES OF THE NEADC EAT AND GREET
WEDNESDAY, January 7, 2009
 
Informal meeting at Jose McIntyres, Boston, MA
 
Present:  Uma Mirani, Charlie Benoit, Steve Whitford, Joy Marzolf, Rick Rosa, Julia Cichowski, Dan Sprague, Kat Apse, Al Bozza, Jim Carozza
 
Absent:    Shawn Cormier
 
Guests:  1 attended (Ralph Cohn)
 
Meeting Chaired by:  Rick Rosa 
 

Sea Rovers – March 7th & 8th:  A projector with dependable tripod is needed.  It was suggested that the literature displayed be more organized and possibly put in dividers.  Dinner after the Sea Rovers event will be capped and Julia is looking into having Bertucci's host the meal.    The schedule is TBA.
 
Newsletter: In order to produce a February newsletter, the deadline will be January 15, 2009 and items should be submitted to Joy.  All ad's submitted for the newsletter will be charged as ¼ Ad (free + donation), ½ Ad ($25.00), Full Page Ad ($50.00), and Ad will remain in all 3 issues.  Local dive shops should be contacted about this offer.  Stories must be submitted as well.  Save the Date magnets listing the two main events we hold – Tropical Fish Hunt & the GAFC are still being considered.   
 
NEADC Brochures: Brochures will be handed out at the Sea Rovers event with updated membership prices present.  Stickers with present fees and information will be placed over previous fees on brochures.  A 10% discount will be offered to people renewing their memberships at Sea Rovers.  Those signing up for a new membership will automatically be entered into a raffle to receive a Patron Level membership.  With the price changes, the membership will pay for itself after two visits.  Holly Heath from the aquarium will be present at the next General Meeting to discuss any questions.
 
GAFC:  The fish ID class will be done at a different time and not during a General Meeting time.  The event will be held on July 25th.  It was our hope to dive Stage Fort Park; however, it seems this is still a negative.  Donations will need to be collected for this year's event.  The food and tables will be set-up differently this year in order to be more effective and limit the amount of random visitors.  Bob M. still needs to be contacting for this event and inquiries about having free parking for the GAFC will be answered.
 
DUI Dog Days – May 2nd/3rd:  A table will be present for this event and it will be more formalized.  This year the work will be split up and shifts will take place.  The Dog Days demo will be held at Stage Fort Park.  
 
Contact Sheet & Board Emails:   All members have submitted their contact information and the board emails are up and running.
 
Posters:   Posters being present at Sea Rovers was discussed.  It was suggested that 3 main posters be present containing information on main events – GAFC, Cotting School, and Fish Rescue.  These posters will provide a place/general information and if available specific dates and times.  It was decided to keep the posters basic and to the point in order to get our message across. 
 

Officer Activities:   Ideas for board member activities were discussed.  Some ideas included a BBQ, Diving, Boat Outing, and Harbor Island visit.  The tentative date stands to be June 27th.
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM
