Minutes of the NEAq General Meeting
Wednesday, 18 February 09


Meeting held at Conference Center

Officers Present: Rick Rosa, Joy Marzolf, Uma Mirani, Julia Cichowski, Kat Apse, Al Bozza, Jim Carozza, Steve Whitford, Charlie Benoit

Officers Absent: Dan Sprague

New Members/Visitors: 
We welcome a couple new divers to the New England Aquarium Dive Club this week. Ken from Maine, Hal from South Africa, and Lisa have all been diving for the past 2.5-4 years. Liz is a Northeastern student who has been diving since the age of 12. 

Who's Been Diving? 
To no surprise John and Val have been diving. They went to Back Beach and Old Garden in the past couple weeks. The visibility was great and they were able to see some nudibranchs and a lump fish. Jim and Al have recently returned from the Dominica trip and had nothing but great things to say about it. They were fortunate enough to see a free swimming octopus, seahorses, butterfly fish, and frog fish, all of which they'll be sharing in an upcoming meeting. They were able to travel on their own boat and do 65-70 minute dives, while squeezing in some time for land tours and waterfalls. The next Dominica trip will be posted on the website.

Announcements:
Sea Rovers
-Sea Rover pamphlets were handed out during the meeting. Just a reminder the event is held March 7th – 9th 
-The Saturday dinner will be held at:
Brownstone Bar and Grille
111 Dartmouth Street
Boston, MA 02116
(617) 867-4142
Please email Uma by Thursday, March 5th to reserve a spot
-On March 8th following the Sea Rover event IMAX will have a 15 minute Question and Answer session before presenting Under the Sea. Sunday ticket holders will have some discount for the IMAX movie. The actual cost is TBD.
-February 28th the Boston Scuba Show will be held from 10a-3p
-February 11th Bay State Council Meeting
 Posters that explain the dive flag laws will be posted at local dive shops to make boaters and divers aware. The posters will be distributed in the near future.
-New England Aquarium Dive Club stickers are currently on sale for $1.00

President: 
It's gear maintenance time! Not to mention many dive shops are having sales. 
Discount tickets to Sea Rovers will be available at the next General Meeting (2/18)
Beneath the Sea – March 27-29th New Jersey, see details at www.beneaththesea.org 

Boat Dive Coordinator
A 14 passenger boat dive is scheduled for July 28th, the day after the GAFC
$75.00, 2 tank dive, 8a-12p 
Contact Jim for more details or to reserve a spot

Aquarium: 
Staff/Volunteers were returning from Virginia from the Grouper Collecting Trip. They arrive at the aquarium March 19th

GOT Winner and Alternate: Congratulations to Pricilla Smith! The dive will be held on March 7th
Alternate: Steve

Guest Speaker 
Wayne Sentman, Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge; A Window into the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument

Next Meeting Date and Time
Meet and Greet on March 4th at 6:30p at Charlie Benoit's house. Stickers will be placed on brochures.

Time Meeting Adjourned 8:40pm 

