Minutes of the NEAq General Meeting

Wednesday, 15 April 09

Meeting held at Conference Center

Officers Present:  Rick Rosa, Joy Marzolf, Uma Mirani, Julia Cichowski, Kat Apse, Jim Carozza, , Dan Sprague, Shawn Cormier
Officers Absent: Al Bozza, Steve Whitford, Charlie Benoit
New Members/Visitors: 

We welcome Tom and his son, Bill, and Roger to the New England Aquarium Dive Club this week.  They were certified a couple years back and are looking to do some diving.
Who's Been Diving? 

To no surprise John and Val have been diving.  They did 2 scallop dives off the coast of Salem, Ma and brought back a fair share of food.  They also made the trip up to Nubble Light where the visibility was 10 feet and the temperature was 37 degrees.  Brrr  
Also, for those interested in doing more dives “Scuba & Adventures” located in Medfield, Ma goes out every weekend to dive.  The dives are free, just email the group and join!  http://www.meetup.com/Medfield-Scuba-and-Adventure-group/   
President: 

Handed out important event dates:

Bleach Dives with the South Shore Divers in Weymouth, contact Al at 781.331.1144 or email at Dive-in@southshoredivers.com

North Shore Frogmen 4/23 (Stan Waterman) 8pm at the Beverly Golf & Tennis Club
Dry Dives 4/19- This will give divers a chance to check out local dive sites without getting in the actual water.  Meeting at the Burger King at 9am
April 29th Bay State Council Meeting of Divers from 7:30p-9p

DUI Drysuits –Dog Days Rally at Stage Fort Park

May 17th Bay State Council of Divers Treasure Hunt at Stage Fort Park 9a-4p

May 30th – NEADC Annual Aquarium Whale Watch (also Kat’s birthday)

October Bahamas Trip – Spots are still available!  

Rick and Dan will be heading down to the Bahamas to receive their Instructors Certification and are looking for students.  Students must pay for trip/instruction but you’re graced with their presence!

THE WHITE WATER RAFTING TRIP HAS BEEN CANCELED DUE TO LACK OF INTEREST.

Shore Dive Coordinator

Shore Dive sign up sheet will be present at every meeting.  A calendar and tide chart will be available to plan your dive accordingly.  Please sign up and organize a fun dive! 
Boat Dive Coordinator
July 3rd – Boston Harbor Trip – Waitlist
Reminder some boat charters will give $10.00 off to club members.

If you’re interested in booking or planning a boat dive, please contact Jim

Charlie Benoit:

Westwood, Ma is offering their pool to test gear, demo new gear, and update skills.  If interested, please schedule with Charlie at membership@neadc.org  

Program Director: 

Plenty of non-diving activities are in the works.  A whale watch and treasure hunt at Stage Fort Park 
The 2010 dives are being scheduled as we speak.  Some trips to come include Dominica, Ski Trips, Manatee dive at Crystal River, Venice Beach shark teeth trip, and the Tropical Fish Hunt (including different locations).

The GAFC will offer food, a great raffle, and unfortunately no free parking.  To park at Stage Fort Park it will cost $10.00, however, parking will be available at the high school with shuttle service to the site.  This year Connecticut and Maine will also be participating in the GAFC.

Please contact Al Bozza at programs@neadc.org for more information on upcoming trips

Environmental Affairs:

World Ocean Day – Beach cleanup & Coastal Sweep are being scheduled for this summer and fall.

If you have any environmental concerns please contact Shawn Cormier at environmental@neadc.org
Aquarium:  

The NEAq is distributing a discount list for aquarium members.  Members will be able to reap the benefits of being a member at the aquarium, duck tours, local museums, etc…
Newsletter:

An email is being sent to all members next week asking whether they would prefer a paper or electronic copy of the newsletter.  

Signed Brian Skerry posters will be sold at every club meeting for $25.00, $5.00 goes toward the club.  The poster is an image from the October issue of National Geographic.  
GOT Winner and Alternate: Congratulations to Alan Humphreys!  The dive will be held on May 2nd
Alternate: Brian
Guest Speaker 

Matthew Lawrence, Maritime Archaeologist, Dive into the Stellwagon Bank National Marine Sanctuary
Next Meeting Date and Time

Meet and Greet on May 6th, 6:30p at the home of Tom & Tina Kempers'-Wayland, Ma directions in a future email. Come join your club for a nice meal and an evening of socializing with other club members

Next General Meeting 

May 20th - Mark Wiley will do a presentation on invasive species in New England

Time Meeting Adjourned 8:30pm

