Minutes of the NeAq General Meeting

Wednesday, 19 August 09

Meeting held at Conference Center

Officers Present:  Rick Rosa,, Uma Mirani, Kat Apse, Dan Sprague, Charlie Benoit, Jim Carozza

Officers Absent: Al Bozza, Joy Marzolf,  Julia Cichowski, Shawn Cormier, Steve Whitford

New Members/Visitors: 

We welcome Greg who was certified in 2006 and recently had his SSU with Charlie.  We also welcome Luigi who was certified in 2007 and is ready to dive! 

Who's Been Diving? 

We've had some divers check out Stage Fort Park and found a bunch of ghost traps.  This led to a lengthy and informative conversation about the abundance of ghost traps in the region.  What can we divers do?  A boat dive also went out to the Isle of Shoals for the popular seal dive.  A banded lobster was found and released to feed once again.  The visibility was 40feet and water temperature was 54 degrees.  Great dive.

Ralph (and Julia) have just returned from an exciting trip to the Galapagos Islands with Jonathan Bird.  Many great animals were seen including Whale Sharks and Hammerheads!

We had one of our newest members report back about his trip to the GOT and Charlie completed his first dive at Folly Cove.

Announcements:

An updated calendar of events was handed out.  

On August 22nd  Saturday – 9:00am – New Member Dive


-Meet at Nubble Light at 9am, Contact Mike Whyte for information – mwhyte@neadc.org
August 23rd Sunday – 10:00am – North Shore Dive


-Meet at Burger King at 10am, Contact Dan Sprague – shordive@neadc.org or Rick Rosa – president@neadc.org
August 28th Friday – 5:45pm – Folly Cove Night Dive


-Contact John and Val – john_val27@yahoo.com
August 28th Friday – 7pm – Night Dive at Brant Rock – LOCATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE


-Contact Shawn Cormier – environmental@neadc.org

September 9th Wednesday – 7:30pm – Bay State Council of Divers Meeting


-Details at http://baystatecouncil.org
September 12th Saturday – 9:30am-4pm Tropical Fish Rescue


-Details at http://www.neadc.org/tropicalfish/index.html
September 19th Saturday – Coastsweep 2009 Kickoff


-State wide beach cleanup


-Contact Shawn Cormier at environmental@neadc.org

President Rick: 

Please sign up and help out for the 2010 Great Annual Fish Count!  Contact Al Bozza if you can help.

Aquarium: 

Seven Boxfish were recently introduced to the aquarium from last years Tropical Fish Rescue.  An off-site housing facility for holding is being built in Quincy.  This building will also be used for rescued animals.  Renovation of the GOT is looking to happen in 2011!  This means 650 animals must relocate.  That's a lot of animals.

The sharks are in the process of being pulled, one at a time, for examination.  The last two are expected to be examined on September 1st and 3rd. The data that is gathered is being submitted to a National Study.  Also, the divers have been collecting larva from the GOT and sending it to Roger Williams University to be hatched.  For the first time this process has been successful.  

Membership Director Charlie:

Sunday September 13th – Stranding Response Class

8:30am – 3pm at the Harborside Conference Center

Must register in advance by August 28th

Boat Dive Coordinator Jim:

Recapped the GAFC

119 Registered Divers

Over 200 people fed

GOT Winner and Alternate: Congratulations to the winner Bob Munson!!!!

Alternate: Tim Antonellis

Guest Speaker 

Sylvia and Lara from Dive Kulture – Reducing street violence through diving                                             

John Hanzl – Dive Safety Officer at the New England Aquarium – Diving the Andrea Doria

Next Meeting Date and Time

Business Meeting at 6:30pm on September 2nd 

Location – Uma's house

