Minutes from the General meeting on August 18, 2010

Meeting held in Harborside Learning Center
Present: Rick Rosa, Joy Marzolf, Uma Mirani, , Shawn Cormier, Dan Sprague, Julia Cichowski
and Al Bozza 
Absent: Steve Whitford, Kat Apse, Jim Carozza and Charlie Benoit

Meeting Chaired by Rick Rosa and attended by 31 people.

New members welcome: club has a new member who will be certified this weekend and the other one who wants to get back in the water.

Who has been diving: since this is a high of the season many members have been diving around Cape Ann, Eastport and Nubble Light, ME and Rhode Island.

Announcements: GAFC was a great success: 104 divers filled 114 surveys at 13 locations. Prizes worth $8,000 were raffle off.

Coming up events: Tropical Fish Rescue and Barbeque, Sunday August 29 at Ft Wetherill, RI and Bay State Council of Divers annual Treasure Hunt on Sunday September 26 at Fort Stage Park, Gloucester.

Trips: There are still spots open on the Bahamas’ trip in October organized by Dan and Rick.

News from NEAq: several baby penguins were moved to the exhibit. Rehabilitated turtles rescued last fall were released on Cape Code.

Auction: jet fins value $30 and 50/50 raffle – all proceedings benefit the Cotting School.

Open position: Recording Secretary

Since there was only one candidate, President Rick Rosa appointed Anna Krowczynska as a new Secretary. 

GOT dive on September 4: winner: Laura Steward, alternate: Stephanie Deckard   

Speaker: Wayne Sentman- Naturalist/ Biologis presented “Turneffe Atoll, Belize”.

Wayne talked about eco program and conservation started by Oceanic Society and Blackbird Resort on Blackbird Cay, Turneffe Atoll in Belize. The programs encompass dolphin and salt water crocodile research projects, eco-tours trips and diving with Sylvia Earle. 

