Minutes from the General meeting on October 20, 2010
Meeting held in Harborside Learning Center
Present: Rick Rosa, Joy Marzolf, Uma Mirani, Dan Sprague, Julia Cichowski, Jim Carozza, Anna Krowczynska and Al Bozza 
Absent: Steve Whitford, Shawn Cormier and Charlie Benoit

Meeting Chaired by Rick Rosa and attended by 33 people.

New members welcome: we had six new members in the audience with experience varied from novice to long time diver, all interested in cold water diving.
Who has been diving: Joy came back from Maldives with very interesting stories about the trip, Jim, Dan, Rick and Bill spent time in Bahamas, local dives: Tom dove at Ft Wetheril and Nahant, Rich at Folly Cove, Anna at Plum Cove and Cape Hedge Beach.
Announcements: Annual Wrecks & Recreational will be held in Framingham on Saturday, November 6. More information on the web site www.mwdc.org/wrecks
Bay State Council of Divers meeting in on Wednesday, November 10 at 7:30 in Quincy

Elections in November: all positions are open; nominations will be taken till next General meeting.
Newsletter will be published in January – Joy is looking for articles and pictures.
Al Bozza reviewed two events: Treasure Hunt and Tropical Fish Rescue – both were a success.

Special appearance by Jonathan Bird (guest speaker at the next General meeting) to promote the ORG annual fundraiser to finance a scholarship for a student interested in marine science. This will be a wine tasting course held in North Reading on November 5.  More information on the web site www.oceanicreasearch.org/scholarship/benefit
Upcoming speakers: 
November – Jonathan Bird will talk about little known gem in Caribbean: Statia Island.

December – Andy Martinez will promote his new book and talk about marine life of North Atlantic

January - Mark Potter will talk about Fiji.
There are plans for a ski trip in February probably to Mt Snow.

GOT dive on November 6: winner: Lisa Hodes, alternate: Leila Atallah Benson   
Speaker: Marissa Wozniak “Diving the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary”
Marissa talked about several recreational dive sites in Sanctuary and show videos from diving Sanctuary Hill, Jeffrey’s Ledge, Sponge Forest and two wrecks. She also talked about non-profit organization Stellwagen Alive! dedicated to protection, preservation and restoration of the sanctuary. 
