Minutes from the General meeting on February 16, 2011
Meeting held in Harborside Learning Center
Present: Rick Rosa, Joy Marzolf, Dan Sprague, Anna Krowczynska, Al Bozza, Shawn Cormier, Julia Cichowski, Tom Bergendhal, Bob Munson. 
Absent: Steve Whitford and Uma Mirani. 

Meeting Chaired by Rick Rosa and attended by record number of 68 people.

New members welcome: Charlene is a new diver with an 18 dives under her belt, all local cold water dives, Chris wants to get back to diving, Keylin is a brand new diver, certified in November, very eager to dive.    
Who has been diving:  Matt did a New Year dive at Fort Wetheril, RI, not surprisingly, the other people who dive during winter were Val and John who dove Canoe Beach and Back Beach – the visibility was 60 feet. 
Announcements:  Rick reminded about supporting local dive shops, inspecting tanks, servicing the gear and winter sales of dive gear. 
Joy had a sign up sheet for volunteers for a booth duty at the Sea Rovers Clinic on March 5 and 6 at the new venue in Danvers and was selling the discount tickets. There is a special discount rate at the hotel, names of the speakers are posted on the web www.bostonsearovers.com. She also reminded about the photography workshop conducted by Ethan Gordon.
Holly Burbon-Martell gave a short history of Sea Rovers and announced a new date for GAFC which will be held this year on Sunday, July 31.
Bill reminded about the Boston Scuba show which will be held on February 26, 2011 in Marlboro.

Al Bozza talked about the planned events: white water rafting on May 15, whale watch on Saturday the last week of April, new date for the Great Annual Fish Count and Tropical Fish Rescue and Club BBQ and BSC Treasure Hunt and Multi-club Picnic. 

Shawn reminded about the need to sign up for the behind the scene tour that will take place in March. Last year there attendance was much larger than expected, so we need a headcount in advance this year.

50/50 raffle: tickets 1 for $1 or 6 for $5 - proceedings will benefit Cotting School.
GOT dive on March 5: winner: Rebecca Reed, alternate: James Andersen.    
Speaker:  Fred Riger – “Lionfish savoir of the reef”. Fred has been diving and observing coral reefs near Grand Bahamas for over 20 years noticing death of the corral due to toxic algae. Since the 2005 when the first lionfish was observed in Bahamas Fred noticed improvement in the health of corral reef and return of long spine sea urchins and crabs. His controversial message is that lion fish is not a problem, but they act as a surrogate for species that are missing from the reef that kept algae in check. During the discussion that followed he readily admitted that he has no proof that lionfish is cause of changes on the reef and called for more research on the topic. We need to keep our minds open when approaching problem of the invasive species, since their total eradication is impossible without destroying ecology by the most destructive of all invasive species – humans.
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